
FSA – Keeping You Safe  
How To Prevent Crimes During Hurricane Season 

With hurricane season already in progress, storm preparation is a major priority for many. While most people have an 
idea what to gather in preparation for the intense weather (extra food and water, sandbags, flashlights, etc.), few 
know what steps to take in preparation for the increase in crime that follows a natural disaster. In times of 
devastation, looting seems to be one of the most common issues faced globally. This type of crime can be prevented 
by taking simple precautionary steps, such as locking away items of value and keeping your home and car doors 
locked at all times. In addition, an increase in scamming crimes occur after disasters where fake charities ask for 
donations. If you would like to donate to relief efforts and ensure your contributions are going to an actual, helpful 
cause, donations should be given directly to recognizable charities. To verify the authenticity of a charity in question, 
research the charity at Better Business Bureau’s (BBB) Wise Giving Alliance1. 

During a state of emergency, it is important to come together as a community. With this in mind, we also encourage 
you to follow these tips from the Tallahassee Police Department2: 

• Work together with your neighbors and help each other keep an eye on homes throughout  the
storm.

• Criminals will look for easy opportunity crimes before and after a storm. Secure your valuables by
locking the doors to your home, business, and vehicles. If you plan on leaving your home, take
important paperwork such as birth certificates and bank documents with you.

• Don’t announce your hurricane preparation plans on social media. There is no need to alert potential
criminals if you are leaving your home.

• Price gouging can occur and should be reported to the Florida Attorney General at
http://myfloridalegal.com/pages.nsf/0/308348F71208C29085256EED00604673?OpenDocument

For more tips please visit the Florida Sheriffs Association’s Crime Prevention Tips: flsheriffs.org/crime-prevention 

1 https://www.brevardsheriff.com/home/commands-services/community-services/crime-prevention/crime-prevention-

tips/parents-back-to-school-safety/

2 https://nextdoor.com/agency-post/fl/tallahassee/tallahassee-police-department/tallahassee-police-offers-crime-

prevention-safety-tips-during-hurricane-irma-63020461/
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