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History-Making Bill Takes 48 Sheriffs Off Fee System
TALLAHASSEE —I aw en-

forcement history was made
when the 1957 legislature pass-
ed and sent to the Covernor a
Florida Sheriffs Association bill
that will take 48 Florida Sher-
iffs off the antiquated fee sys-
tem of compensation and put
them under a budget - salary
system.

Special acts passed in earlier
sessions of. the legislature had
previously placed Volusia, Es-
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Business Will

6et Priority

At FSA Meet
'. SARASOTA —The emphasis
will be on business —rather
than pleasure —when the Flor-
gs Sheriffs Association holds
ks ' 44th Annual Conference
here June 20 and 21, at the
4i Biltmore Club.

e two-day program will
contain the usual number of

1 events, but, in between
these lighter moments, the
st@te's chief law enforcement
qtflcers will have to roll up
tfieir-~eves and saclike a mnn-
her oi' important law enforce-
ment and policy matters.
. High on the list of items will

the new law passed by the
gislature which takes 48

Fiprida's Sheriffs off the fee
/stem and puts them on a
:udSret.

Association President John
Bpbttswood of Key West, Sher-
iff Of Monroe County, said con-

time will be devoted
osttpof procedures and
.owing out of this his-

of legislature.
the Association will

brought up to date on
ure plans of the Florida
s Bureau, a new state-

'

e fighting agency un-
e ' «dministrative guid-

:of Director Don McLeod.
Bureau was created by
5 legislature, but the

f its activities was cur-
.by lack of a legislative
,iation. The 1957 legis-
ppropriated $534,495 for

next biennium, which Mc-
d said will permit expansion

(Continued on Page 2)

cambia, Polk, Pinellas, Hills-
borough, Duval and Dade
Counties under local budget-
salary systems.

When the current bill be-
comes a law, only 12 counties
will remain under the fee sys-
tem. They are Liberty, Lafay-
ette, Wakulla, Citrus, Franklin,
Hamilton, Jefferson, Sumter,
Madison, Suwannee, Columbia
and Gadsden.

On Oct. 1, 1957, each sheriff

affected by the new bill will
begin to receive an annual sal-
ary. At the present time the
amount of compensation they
receive depends upon the fees
they collect for arrests and
other official duties; and the
law, while guaranteeing them
no minimum income, sets a
maximum limit for each
county.

Under the new set-up the
Sheriff will be required to pre-

pare an annual budget for the
"proper and efficient opera-
tion" of his office, and submit
it to the county commission or
budget commission.

The commission will have au-
thority to increase the budget;
but any reductions will either
have to be approved by the
sheriff or by a majority vote of
a Board of Appeals composed
of the Governor, Attorney Gen-
eral and Comptroller.

The new bill prohibits the
first year's budget from being
less that the total expenditures
of the sheriff's office under the
last fee system year.

John A. Madigan Jr. of Tal-
lahassee, the Association's at-
torney, said the Association's
legislative program —of which
the salary-budget bill was a
part —"appears to have been
emminently successful. "

He said due credit should be
given "to the officers, directors
and members of the Association
who contributed so generously
of their time and efforts in
bringing our legislative aims to
full fruition. "

Through the efforts of Direc-
tor Don McLeod, the Florida
Sheriffs Bureau, an Association
brainchild created by the 1955
legislature, received its first
legislative appropriation in the
1957 session. It was given $534,-
495 to finance its expanding
state-wide crime fighting pro-
gram during the next biennium.

Other Sheriffs Association
bills passed by the legislature
will:

(Continued on Page 2)

New Bill Sets
These Salaries

Star Salutes
Sheriff Starr

State's First Elected
Woman Sheriff Passes

INVERNESS —Mrs. Mary
Marguerite Baldree, who was
credited with being the first
woman ever elected sheriff in
Florida, died here May 16 at the
age of 55.

She was appointed to succeed
her late husband as sheriff of
Sumter County in 1945. The
following year she defeated
three men for the office and
served one full turm before be-
ing defeated herself.

She then returned to Inver-
ness, the town of her birth, and
was city clerk at the time of
her death.

Bryant Speaker
I:or Conference

S. D. STARR

THE SHERIFFS STAR sa-
lutes Orange County Sheriff
S. D. (Dave) Starr of Orlando
for the distinguished honor he
received this month when the
National Sheriffs Association
elected him its new president.

The election was held at the
(Continued on Page 2)

Old Bolita Pad Is
Becominci Obsolete

TAMPA —The old bolita pad,
prize piece of evidence in
countless gambling trials, is be-
coming obsolete in this lottery-
conscious city.

Law enforcement officers re-
port that Bolita sellezs are now
keeping their records on black-
boards which can be erased
with one swipe of the hand.

Bets are normally placed by
phone, posted briefly on the
blackboard, relayed by phone
to some. central hideout, then
erased from the board. This
leaves little evidence for raid-
ing officers.

C. FARRIS BRYANT

SARASOTA —C. Farris Bry-
ant of Ocala, former Speaker
of the Florida House of Repre-
sentatives and 1956 candidate
for Governor, will be the fea-
tured speaker at the 44th an-
nual Conference of the Florida
Sheriffs Association here, June
20.

He will address an audience
of sheriffs, wives and guests at
the Conference banquet, which
is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. The

(Continued on Page 2)

Here are the salaries that
will be received by 48 Florida
Sheriffs removed from the fee
system by the 1957 legislature:

$6,000 — Flagler County
Glades, Gilchrist and Charlotte.

$7,500 . . Okeechobee, Dixie,
Hendry, CoDier, Hernando, Cal-
houn, DeSoto, Martin, Union,
Hardee, Bradford, Indian River,
Osceola, Washington, High-
lands, Holmes, Walton, St.
Lucie and Putnam.

$7,800—Gulf.
$8,000—Baker.
$8,500 —Clay, Lee, Marion

and Pasco.
$9,000—Taylor, Levy, Nassau,

St. Johns, Seminole, Sarasota,
Lake and Jackson.

$9,300—Okaloosa.
$9,500—Manatee.
$10,000 —Brevard, Monroe,

Leon, Bay, Alachua and
Orange.

$10,500—Broward.
$11,000—Santa Rosa.
$12,000—Palm Beach.

Safety Belt Said
Good Face-Saver

JACKSONVILLE —Dr. Ber-
nard L. N. Morgan, Jackson-
ville plastic surgeon, said safe-
ty belts would have saved over
1,000 persons from facial dis-
figurement in Florida highway
accidents last year.

He said some 1,200 persons
received facial injuries in the
state in 1956 from being thrown
forward in auto accidents, and
safety belts would have pre-
vented this.

Declaring that he would not
drive without a safety belt, he.aid he wears one around his
shoulders, rather than his
stomach.

He said he feels this is more
effective in keeping a passenger
or driver from being thrown
forward against the dashboard.

JUNIOR SHERIFF—GAINESVILLE —Alachua County Sheriff Joe Crevassee (center) and Deputy Bab Jordan
(right) present trophy and plaque ta Harold Ingram, Santa Fee High School senior wha was named "Sher-
iff for a Day" at the annual Alachua County Junior Deputy League banquet. Deputy Jordan is the League
director. (Gainesille Sun Photo by Eddie Davis)
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'Died With Their Boots On'

Six Sheriffs, Two Deputies Slain

In Violent Era of Bradford County

(EDITOR'S NOTE —The
following article is reprinted
from a recent issue of the
Bradford County Telegraph,
published in Starke, Fla. )

Enforcing the law during the
free-wheeling, gun-toting, early
days of Bradford County was a
perilous business

The record reveals that of
the 18 men who have served as
Sheriff since the county was
created by statute in 1861, six
died, as the saying goes, "with
their boots on."

All of these violent deaths oc-
curred during a rip-roaring 28-
year span from 1885 to 1913,
when four sheriffs and one ex-
sheriff were murdered, and a
sixth committed suicide. At
least two deputy sheriffs were
killed in the same period. "

Since 1912 things have been
quieter on the law enforcement
front.

Most perilous period of all,
apparently, was the six-year
span of 1885-1891, when three
sheriffs in a row died at the
hands of Negro outlaws, most
notorious of whom was Harmon
Murray, who terrorized this en-
tire section of North Central
Florida for many years.

With bravery their chief
stock in trade, these early
sheriffs risked their lives every
time they answered a call in
the line of duty. And the pay
received for their services was
far from adequate. M. L. Mc-
Kinney, for instance, received
as fees during the year 1873 the
total sum of $124.48.

Marked for a double dose of
tragedy in this two-gun period
was the Epperson family, whose
name appears more frequentlv
than any other in the list of
men who have served as Brad-
ford County Sheriffs.

Ceorge Washington (Wash)
Epperson took office as the
eighth sheriff of Bradford
County succeeding W. W. Tum-
blin, who resigned.

Less than 12 months after
taking office, the first Sheriff
Epperson was killed in line of
duty, while attempting to ar-
rest a "worthless" Negro who
had fled Bradford County and
holed up in Valdosta, Ca.

Sherif f Epperson's 32-year-
old son, Henry W. , who had
"always wanted to be sheriff, "
was named to succeed his fa-
ther in office. He served out the
unexpired term and was re-
elected in 1888 to a full four-
year term. After serving one
year of his new term, he, also,
was killed while attempting to
capture a Negro outlaw.

Third in the list of Bradford
County Sheriffs to fall in the
line of duty was D. L. (Levy)
Alvarez, who was appointed to
fil'I the unexpired term of the
second Epperson. He fell victim
to the uncanny marksmanship
of Harmon Murray, the famed
Negro desperado who terrorized
this section of Florida for sev-
eral years in the late 80's.
Murray's deadly Winchester
rifle is believed to have killed
at least a dozen men in this

area before the wiley Negro
was slain at last in Alachua
County.

After this killing of three
sheriffs in a row, things were
comparatively peaceful for a
few years. P. S. Crews was ap-
pointed to serve out the unex-
pired term of Sheriff Alvarez,
and in the next regular election
(1892) Everett E. Johns, father
of State Senator Charley E.
Johns was elected to fill the
office. Johns served one full
term, and in 1896 S. B. Den-
mark was elected and served
one term.

Ever ett Johns was again
elected to the office in 1900 and
served a full term before yield-
ing to J. P. (Joe) Bennett in
the election of 1904.

After leaving the office of
sheriff here, Johns went to Fer-
nandina to become chief deputy
to Sherif f Higginbotham of
Nassau County. It was while
serving in this position that a
trap was set for his murder on
lonely Amedia Island.

One day a stranger came to
Johns and had a warrant sworn
out for the arrest of some par-
ties said to be doing illegal
seining on the island. Johns
took the man in his buggy and
went across to the island from
Fernandina, supposedly to ar-
rest the seiners. While passing
through a desolate spot, the
man, whose identity was never
discovered shot Johns through
the head and left his body ly-
ing by the road. To this dav,
the incident remains shrouded
in mystery, and no one was
ever brought to trial.

Thus Everett Johns, while not
actually sheriff at the time of
his death, became the fourth
man who had served Bradford
County in the capacity to die at
the hands of outlaws.

Two years after the death of
Johns at Fernandina, his suc-
cessor in the Bradford County
Sheriff's office, Joe Bennett,
was found dead of gunshot
wounds at his home in Starke,
presumably a suicide, although
foul play was suspected bv
some.

J. N. Langford was appointed
to fill Bennett's unexpired term
and was then re-elected to a
full term in 1910. After serving
little more than a year and a
half of his new term, he was
killed on Aug. 23, 1912 in a
room of the old Duval Hotel in
Jacksonville where he was in
the company of W. T. Andrews
of Raiford and J. W. Hatcher
of Worthington Springs. The
fatal shooting was supposed to
have occurred as the Sheriff
and Andrews struggled for pos-
session of a gun.

In addition to the six sheriffs
who died violent deaths, at
least two deputies were also vic-
tims of gun shot. Deputy Henry
O. Richard was killed at Law-
tey in 1903, and Deputy Mallie
Jones met death from the same
source, but not until after he
had left Bradford County and
was serving as a deputy in
Jacksonville.

EDITORIAL BOARD

Hardee County Sheriff E. Odell Carlton Wauchula

Clay County Sheriff John P. Hall Green Cove Springs

Florida Sheriffs Bureau Director Don McLeod Tallahassee

Monroe County Sheriff John Spattswaad Key West

Business Will
(Continued from Page 1)

"on a limited basis. "
He said the appropriation is

"only about half the amount
that we asked for, and there-
fore the Bureau will not be able
to go forward as fast as we had
planned. "

Of importance to the future
of the Association will be
scheduled discussions dealing
with the new Honorary Mem-
bership program which permits
selected citizens to become af-
filiated with the Association.

The program was started
only five months ago, but has
been greeted with enthusiastic
public response. Funds received
from membership fees will en-
able the Association to immed-
iately consider ways and means
to promote better law enforce-
ment, combat juvenile delin-
quency and encourage traffic
safety.

A felon registration act pass-
ed by the 1957 legislature will
also come up for considerable
discussion. Sought by the As-
sociation for many years, it will
requir practically all convicted
felons to register with the sher-
iff or the Florida Sheriffs Bu-
reau within 48 hours after en-
tering any county in Florida.
It will not apply to parolees,
probationers, persons who have
received a full pardon, or per-
sons who have had their civil
rights restored.

The registration requirement
will be effective for 10 years
after the felony was committed,
or for five years after the felon
is released from prison.

Now that the law is on the
books, the Sheriffs are faced
with the task of setting up the
registration machinery.

Other items of business on
the agenda will include election
of officers for 1958, and selec-
tion of sites for the Associa-
tion's two 1958 conferences.
The officers elected here will
be installed at the mid-winter
conference in January.

All business of the Associa-
tion at the conference will be
transacted in executive sessions
open only to Sheriffs and their
technical advisers.

However, guests will partici-
pate in the opening session at
9 a.m. , June 20, and will be able
to attend the conference ban-
quet at 7:30 p.m. on the same
date. A complete program will

be found elsewhere in this issue.

STAR SCORES. ..
The Sheriff's Star has

scored again.
This time the victim was

Eddie Brown Sr., alias Wil-
liam E. Brown, whose pic-
ture and description appear-
ed on the "Wanted" page of
the April issue.

He was apprehended in
Palm Beach County, and, as
a result of the "free pub-
licity" he received in the
Star, was returned to Ta-
vares by Lake County
Sheriff Willis McCall to face
a forgery charge.

Legislation
(Continued from Page 1)

Permit Sheriffs and deputies
to retire at the age of 50 if
they have at least 10 years of
service.

Require convicted felons to
register with the Sheriff or the
Florida Sheriffs Bureau within
48 hours after entering any
county in Florida.

Authorize Sheriffs to appoint
special deputies with limited
powers for specialized assign-
ments such as industrial plant
guards.

Designate forest green and
white as the official color for
Sheriff's Department cars; and
a five-pointed star with the
seal and map superimposed as
the official badge insignia of
Florida Sheriffs. Use of the
official colors for private cars
will be prohibited in the future,
and only Sheriffs or their dep-
uties will be permitted to dis-
play the badge insignia.

Three Sheriffs Draw
Prosecutor's Praise

BARTOW —Sheriffs Hagan
Parrish of Polk County, Bro-
ward Coker of Highlands and
E. Odell Carlton of Hardee
drew praise from State Attor-
nev R. B. Huffaker when he
addressed the Bartow Lions
Club.

"I have had splendid co-
operation from all three sher-
iffs in the 10th Judicial Cir-
cuit, " he said. "They are all
law-abiding, conscientious and
fearless men. "

JACKSONVILLE —SHERIFF AIDS CRUSADE —Duval County Sheriff
Al Cahill (right) gave an assist ta the Cancer Crusade by assigning the
County Road Patrol to distribute workers' kits. Shown with him are
(fram left): Mrs. O. E. Harrell and Mrs. Ward N. Seawright, campaign
officials; Patrol Chief William F. Johnston and Lt. C. S. McClure.

Star Salutes
(Continued from Page 1)

Association's annual convention
in Galveston, Texas.

Other Florida Sherif fs at-
tending the convention were
Ed Blackburn Jr. of Tampa,
Willis V. McCall of Tavares,
Florida Sheriffs Association
President John M. Spottswood
of Key West, Thomas J. Kelly
of Miami, John Kirk of West
Palm Beach, Al Cahill of Jack-
sonville, and Emmett Shelby of
Pensacola.

Also present were Florida
Sheriffs Bureau Director Don
McLeod and Florida Sheriffs
Association Attorney John A,
Madigan Jr., both of Tallahas-
see.

A former official of the Flor-
ida Sheriffs Association, Sher-
iff Starr is serving his third
term as Orange County's chief
law enforcement officer. He be-
gan his distinguished law en-
forcement career as a deputy
sheriff in 1926, and the current
honor marks the climax oi
years of service as an officia)
of the national sheriffs' group

In 1955 Sheriff Starr was one
of 30 law enforcement offlcert
chosen from the entire Uniteo
States to observe the Atomic
Bomb blast at Yucca Flats.

He is on the Orange County
Red Cross Disaster Advisory
Committee, and a member oi
the Army Advisory Committee
Third Army.

A native of Savannah, Ca.
he attended Benedictine College
there. He began his career as
Sheriff in January, 1949.

Bryant Speaker
(Continued from Page I)'

banquet and all other Confer-
ence events will be held at the
Lido Biltmore Club.

An outstanding figure ir.
Florida government, Bryan)
served five terms inde House
of Representatives and wtFI

Speaker in 1953.
In the St. Petersburg Tinp)I!

polls of 1949, 1953 and 1955 'h&

was named the "Most Valusblt
Legislator" in the House by vote
of the legislative press corps.

He also received a numbers
"Cracker Politics Awards". pre.
sented by capitol political col.
umnist Allen Morris.
them were: member of .

effective delegation, 1947, 1
and 1953; outstanding si
termer, 1947; most effecti
committee, 1949; outstandinI
legislator, 1955; and most effec
tive in debate, 1955. 'I

During the Democratic Na.
tional Convention in 1952 h(
served as chairman of the Florl
ida delegation.

An attorney, Bryant was
in Ocala and educated in
public schools there. He
tended Emory University-
the University of Florida, -

received an LL.B Degree
Harvard Law School.

He is a member of the Meth
odist Church, the Rotary Club
Elks, Masons and Shrine.

Sheriff Praised
for fast Work

MONTICELLO —Jefferso
County Sheriff J. B. Thorn
was complimented by law en
forcement officers and cour
officials for his speedy hand
ling of a rape case which re
suited in the conviction of Al
bert Truluck, Jefferson Count;
Negro.

He said it was exactly 41 day
from the time the Negro rape
a Jefferson County whit
housewife until he was de
livered to the state prison a
Raiford under the death sen
tence.

This was Sheriff Thorns;
first major case since he too
office in January.
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As Ceepiled hy the

Flerida Sheriffs Bureau

YVONNE DORIS HEBERT
white female, 26, 5'7", 148
pounds, brown hair, hazel eyes,
light complexion. Fingerprint
records: 22, 17 over 1, W over
U, 10 over 00, 13 over 13. War-

rant issued, charge violation
probation, originally charged
with Crand Larceny. Notify
Sheriff Blackburn, Tampa or
Florida Sheriffs Bureau Talla-
hassee.

FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT
TRADER

white male, 24, 5'9", 150 pounds
dark brown hair and eyes, fair
complexion. Occupation:
Plumber. Tattoo of heart with
cross above, word "Dad" on

cross; tattoo word "MOTHER"
on scroll across heart, word
"JANE" below heart. Three
inch scar inside left forearm.
Wanted for escape by Sheriff
Bessenger, Dade City and Flor-
ida Sheriffs Bureau, Tallahas-
see.

BETTY L. JOHNSON
white female, 25, 5'6", approxi-
mately 140-150 pounds, me-
dium brown hair, hazel eyes,
medium complexion, stocky
build. Hair may be dyed.

KENNETH JOHNSON
white male, no other descrip-
tion, is husband of Betty. They
are driving 1947 Ford, with
1957 Pla. License 20-4829. These
subjects will open small account
at a local bank, write checks on
it, using local street and RPD
addresses that are fictitious.
Worthless check warrants is-
sued for both see photograph
of Betty Johnson. Notify Sher-
iff Thursby Cainesville or Sher-
iff Bureau Tallahassee.

DAVID MOBLEY

FBI g1085288, colored male, 34,
5'9i/z", 185 pounds, muscular
build. Black hair, brown eyes.
FPC 19, M over L, 27 over 11,
W over W, 110 over 000, 16 over
13. Escaped from State Prison
3-20-57 where serving 10 year
sentence for Breaking and En-

tering of Dress Shop St. Peters-
burg. During night of May 6, a
dress shop that city entered
and approximate loss of $8000
in merchandise reported. The
MO of this break is similar to
Mabley's. Any information no-
tify Police Dept. St. Petersburg
and Florida Sherif fs Bureau
Tallahassee.

BILL OWEN

FBI +3233025, white male, 59,
6', 160 pounds, grey hair, brown
eyes, ruddy complexion. Driving
green 1950 Dodge tudor, Kansas
License S/C 33795, car has yel-
low seat covers. Subject is ex-
convict. Believed to be in

Southern state, possibly Flor-
ida. Warrant has been issued
charge strong arm robbery. If
apprehended ascertain if will
waive extradition, if not will
extradite. Notify Sheriff Sni-
der Court of Common Pleas,
Witchita, Kansas and Florida
Sheriffs Bureau, Tallahassee.

ROGER DAHLIN LARSON
FBI f260 797B, white male, 28
years old, 5'11", weighs 150
pounds, brown hair and eyes,
ruddy complexion. Warrant is-
sued for Forgery. Notify Police
Dept Sarasota or Florida Sher-
iffs Bureau

CLAUDE MITCHELL

i,lias "BIG FAT", FBI g 605
i18B, colored male, 25 years of
Lge~ 6', weighing 285 pounds,
i ' k hair, hazel eyes, light

lexion. Has 4 inch scar

back left hand, two inch scar
left forearm. Warrant will be
issued, charge Breaking and
Entering. Notify Police Dept.
Sarasota, or Florida Sheriffs
Bureau.

BEN JOHNSON JR.

FBI f390 695, colored male, 29,
6'4" to 6'6", 185 pounds, slen-
der build, black hair, brown
eyes, dark brown complexion.
Gold tooth right upper front.
Oval scar left upper forearm.

Arrested Miami 12-19-56charge
vagrancy. Escaped 12-26-56. Es-
caped f r o m Bradenton c i t y
work gang 1-30-57. At time of
escape was wearing khaki shirt
and pants. Pederal warrant is-
sued, parole violator. Notify
FBI Tallahassee and Florida
Sheriffs Bureau, Tallahassee.

ATCH OUT FOR "HOT" CHECKS LIKE THIS
Compiled by Florida Sheriffs Bureau

CLARENCE MERCER
FBI f1060873 colored male 43
years of age 5 10 155 pounds
black hair, brown eyes. Has sev-
eral small scars on face. Want-
ed for Breaking and Entering,
warrant will be issued. Notify
Police Dept. Sarasota or Flor-
ida Sheriffs Bureau, Tallahas-
see.

'i. =--- --wW
SAMPLE OF CHECK PASSED BY PAUL FRANCIS CONWAY

pAUL FRAHCIS COHWAY Studebaker. He is in custody and Tampa. At
Sheriffs Office Everglades, Fla., hension he had

White male, 19, 5'10i/z", 220 for Worthless Check passing. three weeks. An
unds, brown hair and eyes, His check book showed 44 notify Sheriff

ears glasses. Truck driver by checks missing, and he admit- glades, or Flori
Driving 1951 maroon ted cashing checks in Miami reau, Tallahass

r

time of appre-
been in Florida

y wants or holds
Hendry, Ever-

da Sheriffs Bu-
ee.

C. W. GIBBIHS

White male using name of
C. W. GIBBINS or C. W.
GIFFINS. 40 to 50, 5'9", 165-
170 pounds. Last seen wearing

railroader's uniform. Used fish-
ing license as means of identi-
fication. Warrant issued worth-
less checks. Notify Police Dept.
Dade City or Florida Sheriffs
Bureau, Tallahassee.

SAMPLE OF CHECK PASSED BY C. W. GIBBINS
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State OHicials
Honor Patlolboy

TALLAHASSEE —Florida's
governmental machinery slack-
ened its pace momentarily on
May 21 when state officials
honored a West Palm Beach
school safety patrolboy credited
with saving a baby boy from
death under wheels of a truck.

Herbert C. Gibson, 12, was
introduced by Governor LeRoy
Collins to the State Cabinet as
a "young man who typifies the
spirit and devotion to duty of
the boys and girls who serve on
school safety patrols through-
out Florida. "

Gov. Collins also presented to
Herbert a distiguished service
medal of the American Auto-
mobile Association, which spon-
sors and provides equipment
for safety patrols throughout
the nation. The Cabinet also
passed a resolution citing Her-
bert for bravery.

Herbert's parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Herbert T. Cibson, of 4102
Washington Road, attended the
Cabinet ceremony.

Earlier in May, during the
giant safety patrol rally in
Washington, D.C., Herbert re-
ceived the AAA's gold life-
saver medal from Vice Presi-
dent Richard M. Nixon in a
ceremony in the Nation's
Capitol. He was one of two pa-
trolboys in the nation to be so
honored this year.

Busy Sheriff
6ives up loo

CAINESVILLE —Sheriff ing
is a full time job.

That's why Alachua County
Sheriff J. M. Crevasse Jr.
abandoned his hobby as an
amateur zookeeper and gave
four of his animals to the
Jacksonville zoo.

He agreed to part with two
European white deer, a Wis-
consin buck deer and an aou-
dad—while Jacksonville news-
man Bill Sweisgood immedi-
ately labeled "a real rock'n roll
goat. "

But, he couldn't bear to part
with "Daisy Mae", a 150-pound
Florida black bear which is an
adored family pet and, accora-
ing to the Sheriff, is "real
friendly. "

Sheriff Crevasse started col-
lecting animals while he was
a student at the University of
Florida, and the hobby grew
into a small private "zoo" on
his 12-acre farm here.

The aoudad (pronounced ah-

oo-dad�)

gained its rock and
roll label from the fact that
it can jump six to eight feet
in the air from a standing start.

It was acquired, along with
other animals, from a Wiscon-
sin farm about four years ago.

Warning Issued On

Old Refrigerators
GAINES VILLE — Deputy

Sheriff Robert D. Jordan, Ala-
chua County Safety Officer,
warned that it is illegal to pos-
sess an abandoned ice box or
refrigerator which cannot be
opened from the inside.

He said children frequently
die of suffocation inside boxes
which are not properly pro-
tected and the danger is
greatest during summer vaca-
tion months.

Stolen Loot Valued
At $800 Recovered

BLOUNSTOWN —Calhoun
County Sheriff W. C. Reeder
reported recovery of $800 worth
of merchandise following the
arrest of three men on theft
charges.

The stolen items included
outboard motors, guns, a radio
and a radio-phonograph.

Life might come nearer be-
ing a bed of roses if it wasn' t
for all the blooming idiots who
drive.

TALLAHASSEE —PATROLBOY HONORED —Gav. LeRay Collins presents American Automobile Association
distinguished service medal ta Herbert C. Gibson of West Palm Beach while the boy's parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Herbert T. Gibson, look on. (Photo by Jack Kerce)

LAKELAND —FUND WINDUP —Polk County Sheriff Hagan Parrish
(left), vice chairman of Polk County Cerebral Palsy Fund, tallies the
results af the 1957 campaign with Lakeland Developer John Phillips,
Polk County chapter president. !Photo by Winneft)

Thurshy Reports
"Business" Hike

DELAND —Volusia County
Sheriff Rodney B. Thursby re-
ported that the activities of his
office increased 20 per cent last
year.

This, he said, helps to explain
his current budget request of
$223,900, which is $30,000 high-
er than last year.

"The census commission
shows, "he said", that there are
114.000 people in Volusia Coun-
ty. We ask the people to come
here, and more people means
more law enforcement costs."

"We don't want any frills in
law enforcement, " he added,
"but we do need more money to
operate effectively. "

Sheriff Thursby said the
county jail has been running at
or near capacity all year and
the day is ccming when it will
have to be enlarged or replaced.

He declined to predict when
the jail will become totally in-
adequate, explaining that he
chose to leave that decision to
the county commissioners.

TALLAHASSEE —FUTURE PATROL "HOME"—The steel framework has been completed for the future
state headquarters of the Florida Highway Patrol which is being built on the Perry Highway here. The Pa-
trol headquarters is presently located in the basement of the Martin Building, in downtown Tallahassee.

Teen Agers
In Trouble
These teen-agers in trouble

made headlines around the
state:

DADE CITY—Pasco County
Sheriff F. L. Bessenger reported
the capture of two teen-agers
who escaped from the county
jail here af ter four hacksaw
blades were smuggled to them,

He said while the escapees
were at large they allegedly
participated in a burglary at
Oviedo. Two other teen-agers
and two young men were
charged with aiding in the es-
cape.

SARASOTA —Asked by Coun-
ty Judge Russell Thomas why
she had shoplifted cigarettes
from local supermarkets, a 17-
year-old divorcee said "I guess
I wanted to try it out. "

Newspaper accounts said the
girl plans to marry a 16-year-
old boy who was also picked up
for shoplifting. She told the
judge she forged her father' s
consent in order to get a license
for an earlier marriage in Co-
lumbus, Ind. , at the age of 16,

ST. PETERSBURG —"I did
it for kicks, " a 13-year-old boy
told Constable Douglas Roden-
baugh after he was identified at
the "bathing suit slasher" oi
Redington Beach.

Armed with a 12-inch hunt-
ing knife, he admitted he wat
the cause of numerous com-
plaints from persons who said
someone had slashed bathing
suits hanging on clothes lines,

JACKSONVILLE —"You boy:
must feel awfully proud oj
yourselves to stick a gun in th&
face of a 73-year-old woman
grab her money and drive away
in a car like a bunch of John
Dillin gers. "

This was the comment of Ju-
venile Judge Marion W. Good-
ing after hearing testimony
against a group of teen-age
toughs whose escapades had in-
cluded, in addition to robbins
the old woman, four car theft
numerous breaking and en-
tering cases and other thefts.

According to newspaper re-
ports, the robbery in which the
youths held up the old woman
netted them on!y 74 cent&
apiec e.

Sheriff Cites
Polk s Needs

BARTOW —Sheriff Hagar.
Parrish said Polk County needs
more jail facilities and law en.
forcement officers to adequatel1
fulfill its heavy law enforce.
ment responsibilities.

He pointed out that altho
Polk has less than half of-
population of Dade, Duvet
Hillsborough C o u n t i e s, :
courts handles as many c
as theirs.

He accounted for this by tQ
fact that large city police tre'
partments and courts carry ti

big portion of the law enforce-'
ment load in the state's mos
populous counties, while in Pol
the largest city, Lakeland, ac
counts for only about a fourt
of the population and a pro
portionate percentage of th
crime load.

Therefore, he added, the vas
majority of Polk County crim
cases are handled by th
sheriff's office.

In regard to the county jail
Sheriff Parrish reported tha
although its capacity was in
creased from 106 to 130 prison
ers in recent years, it was nec
essary to crowd 150 into it rec
ently.

In connection with th
county's current expansion, h
noted that juvenile crimes in
creased 17 per cent during th
past year.

Parents need to assume mo
responsibility for the trainin
of their children, he said, i
juvenile delinquency is to bt
reduced.
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Jail Security Is
2-%ay Problem

EVERGLADES —Maintain-
ing security at the Collier
County Jail is a "Two-Way"
problem for Sheriff E. A.
(Doug) Hendry.

He told the county commis-
sion steps must be taken to
keep the prisoners inside and
the termites outside.

Members of the board were
surprised to learn that a ter-
mite problem existed in the
concrete block jail building,
but the sheriff explained that
the destructive little insects
had gotten into wood parti-
tions in the office and jailer's
quar ters.

Sheriff Hendry said steel re-
inforcement will be needed to
keep prisoners from breaking
out of three jail cells that have
exterior walls of concrete block.
".They could dig out of there
with a spoon, " he added.

The commission was sympa-
thetic, but, because of budge-
tary limitations could offer no
immediate relief except a sug-
gestion that the prisoners be
"farmed out" to other jails
temporarily.

Beverage Director
Resigns Position

TALLAHASSEE — State
Beverage Director J. D. Wil-
liamson has resigned, effective
June 30, and will take an execu-
tive position with Tallahassee
Federal Savings and Loan
Assn.

No successor was named im-
mediately by Gov. Collins.

Williamson has served as the
Beverage Department head
since January, 1955. He said
he regretted being "unable to
complete the job I had started,
but in justice to my family I
felt I must accept the private
position. "

He had talked of resigning
' 1us't spring bec'attse of dissatis-
faction with his salary. Ironi-
cally the salary will be boosted

:„'.next month from $9,000 to $13,-
000 as the result of action
taken by the 1957 legislature.

Williamson was formerly in
, the real estate and insurance
business here.

Rate Increased For
Feeding Prisoners

TAMPA —Hillsborough Coun-
ty Sheriff Ed Blackburn Jr. an-

-nounced the contract rate for
feeding federal prisoners in the
Hillsborough County Jail has
been increased from $1.75 a day
to $2.50 a day.

In a recent inspection the jail
, was rated among the top 50 in

United States approved for
'
sing federal prisoners. It
rated on the basis of clean-

ess, administration and se-
rity. .

'Teacher 'Shook Up'

Sy Pupils' Present
FORT LAUDERDALE —A

teacher at Pine Ridge Elemen-
tary School almost had a heart
attack when she discovered that
the object two safety patrol
boys had placed on her desk
was not the usual apple or piece
of candy but a real honest-to-
gosh stick of dynamite.

Fortunately the boys had
soaked it in water, so it was
in, a fairly harmless state when
Deputy Sheriff Al Loader ar-
.rived on the scene in response
to an emergency call from
school officials.

Loader, after learning that
the boys had found the explo-
sive at an abandoned rockpit,
commended them for render-
ing it harmless. However, he
told them if they found any
more dynamite sticks they
should leave them alone and
summon officers to dispose of
them.

The teacher heartily agreed
with this advice.

State's Crime
Bill Estimated
At 41 Million

Sheriff Seeks
No Vengeance
In Still Case

Alert Out for
limping Tbug

TALLAHASSEE —A survey
completed by Dr. Sidney Kobre,
Florida State Univerwsity jour-
nalism professor, and one of
his students Mary K. McKeown
of Pensacola, indicates that the
fight against crime will drain
approximately $41,000,000 from
the state treasury during the
next two years.

Based upon appropriations cf
the 1957 legislature, it shows
that about one-third of this to-
tal will be needed for new fa-
cilities for both juvenile and
adult offenders.

Ahnost 418,QGQAOQ mill. be de-
voted to construction of ceil
blocks, dormitories, hospitals
and other buildings, and about
$25,000,000 will go for operat-
ing expenses.

The survey disclosed that
Florida will spend more than
$30,000,000 on its adult prisons
housing about 3,000 inmates:
and over $10,000,000 for juve-
nile institutions with an en-
rollment of over 1,000.

In addition to these figures,
Kobre estimates that the cost
of operating juvenile courts
would swell the total by several
hundred thousand dollars.

He cited a State Welfare
Board report showing 24,406
cases handled by juvenile
courts in one year. Of these, he
said, only 13,315 were actual
delinquency cases and the
others involved dependency,

neglect and traffic violations.
Kobre's figures are antici-

pated expenditures at the state
level, and do not include fur-
ther millions which will be
spent by cities and counties to
operate courts, jails, police de-
partments and sheriffs' depart-
ments.

Cannon Named
FOP Lodge Prexy

FT. LAUDERDALE —City
Policeman Jack Cannon is the
new president of the Broward
County Lodge, Fraternal Order
of Police.

Elected with him for two-
year terms were: Frank Hinton,
vice president; Carol Hinton,
secretary-treasurer; Jack Seely,
chaplain; Steve Larson, con-
ductor; Ed Long, inner guard;
Glen Neuendorf, outer guard;
and Jim Cain, Floyd Hall and
J. Lester Holt, trustees.

Tiller, Long and Neuendorf
are deputy sheriffs; and the
other officers are members of
the city police department.

The time to count your many
blessings is right after you' ve
returned uninjured from a long
highway trip.

TALLAHASSEE —Florida
Sheriff's Bureau Director Don
McLeod has alerted law en-
forcement officers throughout
the south to be on the lookout
for an unidentified white man
with a limp who is wanted for
loan company holdups in Talla-
hassee, Orlando, Jacksonville
and Birmingham, Ala.

He said the "lone wolf" gun-
men held uo a loan company in
Orlando, Jan. 29; Sterling Fi-
nance Co., Tallahassee, March
5; two Jacksonville loan com-
panies on May 3; and a Bir-
mingham loan firm during the
later part of May.

He has used the name of
"Bert Baker, " and is described
as approximately 28 years old,
5 feet, 11 inches, slender build,
black or dark brown hair, soft
spoken, very polite.

In the various holdups wit-
nesses reported he walked with
a noticable limp and a leg
brace was visible above the
right shoe top. His right leg
appeared to be slightly stiff and
bent slightly backward.

He was armed with a 45 Colt
and has a brown paper bag in
which he carried his loot. His
usual modus operandi (method
of operation) is to pose as a
customer applying for a loan,
then after he sizes up the office
he pulls his gun and demands
money.

He is wanted by the Sheriff's
Bureau, located here; Sheriff
S. D. Starr, Orlando; Tallahas-
see Police Department; Jack-
sonville Police Department and
Birmingham Police Depart-
ment.

BRONSON —Levy County
Sheriff J. W. Turner stated he
has no desire for vengeance
against five men who pleaded
guilty to moonshine charges in
connection with the "planting"
of a moonshine still on his
property.

The "still planting" was said
to be part of an alleged plot to
have the sheriff removed from
office.

In a statement to Circuit
Judge Ceorge L. Patton, Sheriff
Turner said: "I have always
I-elieved that a man who is

Nheriff .should ~~man. who
carries kindness and under-
standing in his heart.

"The action of the defend-
ants has embarrassed my
family, has embarrassed me
and has injured law enforce-
ment to some extent in Levy
County. On the other hand, the
act which they have done has
shown the people in Levy Coun-
ty that law enforcement must
be always helped by the people
themselve's.

"As Sheriff of this county, I
wish to be as kind to these men
as I would to any other un-
fortunate person who broke the
law. I am going to ask the
Court if the Court will have an
investigation made of these
men, and if the Court believes
that probation is warranted, I
want the Court to know that I
personally have no objection.

"There is no vengeance in my
heart, but there is a love for
law enforcement and I need the
help of every citizen in my
county to enforce it on the rich
and poor alike, the fortunate
and the unfortunate.

"I am asking the Court not
to make an example of these
men, but to give them and their
families every consideration. "

In the "still planting" case,
Jess A. Dixon, Ray Burnett,
Bryan Lynn and F. L. Jarrell,
were charged with illegal pos-
session of moonshine sti!1
equipment, and conspiracy to
violate the alcohol tax laws;
and Ira Sutton was charged
only with illegal possession of
still equipment. They are all
Levy County men.

Judge Patton deferred sen-
tencing pending completion of
a pre-sentence investigation by
the Florida Parole Commission.

Jax Police To Take
In-Service Training

JACKSONVILLE —For the
first time in almost 30 years
a complete in-service training
program has been scheduled
for the Jacksonvile Police De-
partment.

Chief Luther A. Reynolds
said the department's lieu-
tenants and sergeants have al-
ready completed an intensive
40-hour course, and every pa-
trolman will spend 80 hours
class during the next four
months.

Policewomen are no excep-
tion. They too will take the
course of instruction which in-
cludes firearms training, psy-
chology, public relations, law,
r'eporting and criminal investi-
gation.

Chief Reynolds said he hopes
to make in-service training a
continuous process, with classes
foi every member of the force
about every three years.

Bryant Back
On Patrol

PERRINE —James Bryant,
former police chief of Opa
Locks, returned to duty with
the Dade County Sheriff's Pa-
trol snd was assigned to the
south end of the county.

FT. PIERCE—STILL DESTROYED—St. Lucie County Deputy Sheriffs Warren Alford (left) and Richard
Waugh survey their handiwork after they joined forces with federal agents ta destroy a large moonshine
still along the Indian River. (Ft. Pierce News-Tribune Photo by Len McNulty)

Pclrty And Prints
Lead To Arrest

LIVE OAK—Suwannee Coun-
ty Sheriff Hugh Lewis said
fingerprints and a beer party
were the undoing of Charles
Larkin, Negro held on a charge
of burglarizing a beer garden
here.

He said he picked Larkin up
on suspicion when he heard
that the Negro, although unem-
ployed for some time, was
throwing a beer party for some
friends.

Then he checked Larkin' s
fingerprints through the FBI
Laboratory in Washington
D.C., and found that they were
identical with prints lifted at
the scene of the crime.

Teletype Makes

Speedy Capture
BARTOW —It's difficult to

outrun the "long arm of the

law�"

when it is assisted by
modern communications.

That's the discovery made
by a Lake Wales restaurant
employe accused of taking $880
from his employer.

Polk County Sheriff Hagan
Parrish was notified of the
alledged theft when the missing
employe was on a bus bound
for Tallahassee. An alert was
sent out on the Florida Sheriffs
Bureau teletype network. Less
than two hours later Dixi
County Sheriff Al Parker
boarded the bus at Cross Ctiy
and placed the i'ugitive under
arrest.

Polk County Chief Deputy
Hamp Rogers said the employe,
Bibb Hickman, admitted the
theft; and $835 of the money
was recovered.

Editor favors

jailing DWI's
BRADENTON —Brack Che-

shire, Associate Editor of the
Bradenton Herald, believes in
stiff jail sentences —something
like 30 days —and heavy fines
for all persons convicted of
driving while intoxicated.

"A stretch in the clink and
big bite taken out of their
pocketbooks, " s a i d he, "may
not be a pertn~nent cure
for all drunken drivers, but it
will keep many of them from
making a habit of mixing gaso-
line and booze—and deter
others. " Cheshire said he fears
a drunken driver more than a
rattlesnake.

"You don' t, as a general
thing, expect to encounter a
rattlesnake unless you happen
to be in an area where common
sense tells you they might
exist, " he added.

"But, you never know, when
you are riding along the high-
way with the wife and kids,
what moment all of you may
be knocked into the hospital or
the morgue by a drunken
driver barreling along in an
alcoholic fog.

"All the care you might exer-
cise on the road can be nulli-
fied in one second by him. "

Veteran Officer
Dies at Lakeland

LAKELAND —John William
Whitten, 77, veteran law en-
forcement officer, died here
May 22.

He was in law enforcement
work about 30 years, having
served as deputy sheriff, con-
stable and chief of police in
Bowling Green, Fla., and as a
policeman at Fort Meade, Fla.

At native of Taylor County,
he moved to Fort Meade over
40 years ago.

The trouble about blowing
your own horn is the prospect
of drowning out opportunity
when it knocks.
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'Fake' Deputies
Warning Issued

Boyer Talks On
Juvenile Crime

r
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Florida resiaents have been
warned to be on the lookout for
"fake" deputy sheriffs.

Duval County Sheriff Al Ca-
hill reported men posing as
deputies in the Jacksonville
area have attempted to collect
delinquent accounts and have
threatened to throw delinquent
customers into jail.

He said he will not give depu-
ty appointments to any persons
who handle repossessions, make
credit investigations or work
as bill collectors.

In St. Petersburg, two men
posing as deputy sheriffs
stopped a motorist, then pulled
a knife and robbed him.

VENICE —"If I could solve
our juvenile problems, I could
comand my salary any place
in the country, " Sarasota Coun-
ty Sheriff Ross E. Boyer told
the Venice Lions Club."I don't know what the an-
swer is," he said, "but I do
know that Scouting is a big
help, and that we seldom find
Boy Scouts in trouble. If par-
dnts would take more time with
their children and the children
had more respect for their par-
ents, we would have much less
trouble with juveniles. "

The sheriff's office spends
considerable time handling
runaway child cases, he added.
"Every winter we have 20 to 30
calls on runaway juveniles and
after the children are located
they are sent back to their
homes at the expense of their
parents. "

Saunders Names
Dept. Manager

CLEARWATER —Pinellas
County Sheriff Sid M. Saun-
ders announced the appoint-
ment of Philip K. Beath as
manager of the newly created
department of information,
communications and public re-
lations.

Beath, who has been on the
sheriff's radio communications
staff since December, 1956,
will have charge of radio and
teletype operations along with
his public relations duties.

Sheriff Names
Administrative Asst.

MIAMI —Dade County Sher-
iff Thomas J. Kelly announced
he has promoted Deputy Sher-
iff C. W. Thompson to the po-
sition of Administrative Assis-
tant.

A former FBI agent, Thomp-
son has been a deputy since
1953. He has been serving as
plans and training officer and
chief of the administrative di-
vision of the sheriff's office. .
With his promotion he will con-
tinue these duties and take on,
additional general administra-
tive matters.

Thompson is a director of the
Dade County Sheriff's Employ-
ees' Association, and of the Ed-
die Fritz Lodge, Fraternal Or-.
der of Police.

Knforcement Schools
Held by Spottswood Sterr Praises

Safest City
KEY WEST—Monroe County

Sheriff John M. Spottswood re-
cently sponsored the second
in a series of law enforcement
training schools here.

Open to deputy sheriffs, city
police officers and personnel of
the U. S. Navy Security Office,
it included instruction in fin-
gerprint classification, filing
and identification.

The instructors were FBI
agent John Leman and Delaney
Dupuy from Miami.

WINTER PARK —Orange
County Sherif f Dave Starr
praised this city for settnig a
national record of four years
without a traffic fatality.

"We of Orange County, " he
said, "realize the magnitude
of the importance of Winter
Park's national record.

"Winter Park's approximate
20,000 population is increasing-
ly vulnerable to many traffic
deaths, situated as it is on one
of the busiest federal highways
in the state —not to mention
three state highways intersect-
ing and running through the
city.

"At a time when traffic
deaths on our federal and state
highways are increasing at an
alarming pace, we are proud of
Winter Park's consecutive four-
year national record of no
traffic fatalities. "

The week of May 12 through
18 was observed by the city as
safety week in rocognition of
this record.
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Junior Deputy League
Proposed in Pinellas

CLEARWATER —Pinellas "
County Sheriff Sid M Saunders
is considering the formation of
a Junior Deputy Sheriff League
in Pinellas County.

He said its purpose would be
to instill in young people a
practical knowledge of, and re-
spect for, law enforcement.

"Each youth would be asked
to sign a good citizenship pledge
when he joined and to promise
to cooperate with law enforce-
ment groups" he said

Creation of Junior Dep)1tjr
Leagues throughout Florid~
part of the Florida Sheriffs @:-
sociation's state-wide progrittii
to combat juvenile delinquent'.

A number of Leagues are al-
ready active and plans are be-
ing made to coordinate them
through the formation of a
state-wide council of elected,
Junior Deputy delegates.

Fake Court Workers
Reported In Broward

FT. LAUDERDALE —Ju-
venile Judge Dorr S. Davis has
ordered identification cards is-
sued to Broward County's six
Juvenile Court counselors.

He said use of the cards be-
came necessary after unauthor-
ized persons visited the homes
of juveniles for interviews and
falsely identified themselves as
official counselors.

County residents were asked
to notify him if they encoun-
tered any "counselors" without
proper identification.

VERO BEACH—MOONSHINE FLOWS—Indian River County Sheriff
Sam T. Joyce (secand from left) was the "host" when 41 gallons of
confiscated moonshine were destroyed behind the Indian River County
jail. The others at the "party" are (fram left): Vera Beach Policemen
Lem Brumley and Ted Arendas; Deputy Sheriff W. M. Palmer; and
Head Jailer Walter Lorenz. (Photo by Skiscim)

Sheriff Raises letters. ..
Bay County Officers Court House Wing

Discussed in Lake
Dear Editor:

In looking over The Sheriff's
Star, I noticed a little item of
which I am enclosing a clip-
ping. I believe I can compete in
being one of the youngest
Sheriffs in the State when I
was elected in 1952. I was born
October 25th, 1924, and when I
was elected I was 27 years of
age, although I was 28 years of
age when I started serving mv
first term. I was elected for my
second term in 1956. At that
time I was 31 years of age. Now
in 1957 I have started my sec-
ond term as Sheriff and I am
32 years of age.

Thanking you, and with best
of wishes,

Yours truly,
John H. Whitehead
Sheriff Union County
Lake Butler, Fla.

Racing Stock 'Shipwreck' Victims
WEWAHITCHKA —Two vet-

eran Bay County law enforce-
ment officers had a narrow
escape while fishing on the
Dead Lakes near here last
month.

Floyd Nixon, chief investiga-
tor for the Bay County sheriff's
department, and Capt. D. L.
(Doc) Barron, chief of detec-
tives for the Panama City Po-
lice, were marooned in chest-
deep water for about 10 hours
after their boat struck a snag
and sank.

They were rescued by a
search party that included
Jake Sellers and Al Barron of
the Bay County Sheriff's de-
partment; and Culf County
Deputy Jack Cornell.

TAVARES —The Lake Coun-
ty Commission discussed con-
struction of a new court house
wing to provide additional
office space and jail facilities.

Sheriff Willis V. McCall told
the commission that his present
jail and office facilities are
inadequate.

He said quarters are also
needed for housing mental
patients pending transfer to the
state hospital at Chattahoo-
chee, and other institutions.

EUSTIS—Breeding thorough-
bred race horses is the hobby
of Lake County Sheriff Willis
V. McCall, onetime president of
the Florida Sheriffs Associa-
tion.

Currently he owns three
blooded mares and foals which
graze on his 17-acre ranch lo-
cated just north of here in this
scenic lake and citrus grove
area.

Eventually he hopes to turn
his hobby into a profitable busi-
ness.

The gr ands on of a horse
trader, Sherif f McCall was
raised around horses, and they
have never lost their fascina-
tion for him.

He helped to organize the
Florida Horsemen's Assn. and
served as president and vice
president of the group. He is
past president of the Lake
County Horsemen's Assn.

He also helped to organize the
100-mile trail ride, an annual
three-day canter through the
Ocala National Forest designed
to test the horsemanship of the
participants and the stamina of
the horses.

About 10 years ago he organ-
ized a mounted posse which
participated in parades and
helped to r o un d up escaped
prisoners and cattle.

Cahill Outlines
Growth Problems

JACKSONVILLE —Law en-
forcement problems resulting
from the rapid growth of sub-
urban areas in Duval County
were outlined to the Women' s
Club of Jacksonville by Sheriff
Al Cahill.

Comparing the county force
with the Jacksonville city po-
lice, he said, "We have 13 times
the area, 40 times the mileage
and one-fourth the personnel
to cope with a mushrooming
area. "

He said a constant effort is
being made to provide the citi-
zens of the county with improv-
ed law enforcement, and, in
this connection, he disclosed
plans to increase the number
of motorcycles on traffic patrol,
duty.

He said as a result of a broa-
der concept of safety than just
cutting down on accidents,
Duval County maintains the
"finest electronically equipped
force, dispersed in the most
scientific manner. "

The sheriff's department is
responsible for patrolling 1,200
miles of pavement, he added.

Emergency Equipment
Acquired By Coker

SEBRING—Highlands Coun-
ty Sheriff Broward Coker has
added to his equipment a port-
able resuscitator-inhalator-as-
pirator for rescue work.

It can be used in cases where
breathing has been stopped or
restricted by heart attack,
drowning, electric shock, asth-
matic attack, carbon monoxide
poisoning, strangulation, physi-
cal shock, polio or similar
causes.

Sheriff Coker and several of
his deputies have been trained
in use of the equipment. It will
be available at any time for
emergencies.

(EDITOR'S NOTE —The
article Sheriff Whitehead re-
fers to concerns Sheriff Tommy
Cole of Kansas who became
sheriff at 26 and has been
given the unofficial title of
"Youngest Sheriff in the United
States. " It went on to state
that his closest challenger in
Florida is Okaloosa County
County Sheriff Ray Wilson of
Crestview, who was 28 when he
took office. Sorry we overlooked
the fact that Sheriff Whitehead
was also 28 when he was sworn
in. )

Putnam Deputy

Resigns Position
PALATKA —Allen Pat ten

has resigned from his position
as Deputy under Putnam Coun-
ty Sheriff R. W. Pellicer and
has been employed by Putnam
County Tax Collector G. D.
Bogue.

Your life depends on how you
drive. Keep your future in safe
hands.

TRAINING SCHOOL—WAUCHULA —Here are the staff members and students who attended the Hardee
County Police Training School, in Wauchula, sponsored by the State Department of Education Police Officer
Training Program (left ta right): top raw —Jack Bryan, sheriff's auxiliary; Robert R. Smith, State Bever-
age Department; C. W. (Red) Mill, sheriff's auxiliary; Earl Garrett, Bowling Green Police Department;
Leonard Crawley, sheriff's aux. ; H. B. Peterson, Florida Highway Patrol; middle raw —Hardee County Sher-
iff E. Odell Carlton; J. H. Bayette, deputy sheriff; Lemuel Bryan, Finas Davis and Pat Sims, sheriff's aux. ;
Bab Burns, Sebring PD; N. M. Swafford, chief Bowling Green PD; Doyle Bryan, sheriff's aux. ; Grady
Tamlinsan, deputy; Paul Johns, chief, Wauchula PD; George Crist, Highlands County deputy; bottom row—Hardee County Judge Clyde Maddox; Circuit Judge Gunter Stephensan; Mrs. Rosalee Tomlinson, jail
matron; Patsy Howard, Wauchula PD; Bill Car(san, state coordinator police training; Lt. W. M. Ware, in-
structor, Ocala PD; Mayor W. D. Carlton, Wauchula.
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PENSACOLA —Walter A. Melton, radio dispatcher for
the Escambia County Sheriff's Department, gave one-day
service to the owner of a stolen b'icycle.

The two-wheeler was reported stolen one day and Melton
recovered it the next day when he spotted it abandoned
along the roadside on Navy Boulevard.

DAYTONA BEACH—Ministers can do more good
for many lawbreakers than an attorney or court, in the
opinion of Volusia County Sheriff Rodney B. Thursby.

Addressing a meeting of the Daytona Beach Minis-
terial Assn. , he said the clergymen, because they have
their fingers on the public pulse, can be of greater help
to law enforcement ofFicers than any other group. He
invited them to visit county jail prisoners at any time of
the day or night.

LIVE OAK—Suwannee County Sheriff Hugh Lewis has
been serving as president of the Live Oak Lions Club. Re-
cently elected to succeed him was Buren L. Dunavant, Live
Oak elementary school princ'ipal.

JACKSONVILLE —One of Florida's new law enforce-
ment publications is "The Sheriff's Bullet", a monthly news
letter published by Duval County Sheriff Al Cahill and
issued to his personnel.

Staff Members V. M. Howell and O. H. (Johnny) Rushing
split a $10 prize for suggesting the newsletter's name.

PALATKA —Putnam County Sheriff R. W. Pellicer
represented the Palatka Lions Club in presenting a
$400 check to the High School Band Boosters Club for
the purchase of new uniforms.

He was chairman of a Lion's barbecue committee that
raised most of the contribution.

FT. MYERS—Again this year Lee County Sheriff Flan-
ders G. Thompson took the role of sponsor for a picnic
designed to reward some 350 School Safety Patrol members
for faithful service.

He has sponsored the event for eight years.

MIAMI —Dade County jurors have no cause for not
knowing their P's and Q's.

When Sheriff Thomas J.Kelly sends them a summons
by "certified" mail, he enclosses a little booklet which
tells them all about jury etiquette and procedures.

PANAMA CITY—Bay County Sheriff M. J. Daffin
entertained members of the Panama City Skindivers
Club with a shrimp boiL

It was his way of thanking them for aiding law en-
forcement officers in finding the body of a youngster
who drowned here.

MIAMI —Speaking of unusal asignments. . .
The Road Patrol Division of the Dade County Sheriff's

Department served as official timer at the Royal Poinciana
Water Ski Tournament.

Patrol Officer Bill Pompie used radar equipment to de-
termine the speed of boats and water skiers.

POMPANO BEACH—Some horses haven't gotten over
the fact that the automobile has replaced them.

Evidence of this resentment flared here recently when an
old mare pulling a wagon suddenly reared up and clobbered
one of Broward County Sheriff J. A. Lloyd's patrol cars
with his front hoofs.

SEBRING—Highlands County Deputy Sheriff J. C.
Murdock had a less happy experience when his skis hit
the sand and he rolled over several times, injuring his
shoulder.

He underwent an operation for a shoulder separation
at an Orlando hospital.

STUART—Martin County Sheriff Roy C. Baker praised
Deputy Jack Hodapp for his quick work in solv'ing burg-
laries at a grocery store, the CBI Marl Company and a
fishing camp. The investigation resulted in the apprehen-
41)ion of three Negro juveniles.

BRADENTON —Manatee County Sheriff Roy Baden
has talents outside the fiehi of law enforcement. He and
Palmetto Police Chief Redmond were assigned to do
the cooking when parishioners of Holy Cross Church,
Palmetto, planned a fish fry.

FERNANDINA —The Nassau County Commission ap-
proved construction of a 120-foot radio tower atop the coun-
ty jail for the use of Sheriff H. J. Youngblood and his staff.
Cost was estimated at $600.

The sheriff said the present tower, located on the city
water tank, is unsatisfactory because of interference.

OKEECHOBEE—Okeechobee County Sheriff Jasper
. McPherson has ordered forest green and gray uni-

forms for his department. He has announced he plans
have the sheriff's department cars properly identified

in accordance with the new law which makes forest
een and white the official colors and a five-pointed

tar the official state-wide insignia.

DADE CITY—Pasco County Sheriff Leslie Bessenger had
to change the locks on the county jail entrances and cells
after nervy burglars broke into the sheriff's office and stole
a set of jail keys.

He said the arrest of three young Lacoochee men solved
the sheriff's office break-in and broke up a plot to free a
young serviceman who was held in the jail on burglary
charges.

WAUCHULA —Farmers in this area take a very dim
view of watermelon stealing.

In fact, Hardee County Sheriff E. Odell Carlton
warned that anyone contemplating such a prank was
running a serious risk since many growers were guard-
ing their fields with loaded guns.

ST. AUGUSTINE —St. Johns County Sheriff L. O. Davis
was appointed grand marshal of St. Augustine's Armed
Forces Day parade.

Hews Items From Sheriffs' Departments All Over The State

Osceola Jail
Food I'amoas

KISSIMMEE—The best thing
about the Osceola County Jail
is Bobbie, Sheriff' R. M. Buckels'
colored cook, according to Leo
Schumaker, columnist for the
Kissimmee Gazette.

"Visitors to the county court
house, " says Schumaker, "al-
most swoon when they smell
that wonderful odor emanating
from the jailhouse kitchen
where Bobbie holds forth. Bob-
bie can take a passel of onions,
turnip greens, green beans and
corn bread and make a meal
fit for a king. "

There have been rumored at-
tempts to hire Bobbie away
from the hoosegow cookery, but
Sheriff Buckels has threatened
to see that anyone caught in
the act gets at least a-year-
aild-a-day.

"Not a bad sentence at all, "
says Schumaker, "provided they
could serve it in the county jail
and eat Bobbie's cookmg. "

Here's Example
Of Cooperation

ZEPHYRHILLS —How's this
for cooperative law enforce-
ment?

Pasco County Deputy Sheriff
Lance Edgeman, recently offer-
ed his services free as supervi-
sor and instructor of the Ze-
phyrhills Police Department

The city council hired him,
but voted to pay him S5 a week
to improve tha police record
system and hold two classes a
week for policemen.

Deputy Edgeman said he
made his offer because he feels
indebted to the city for sending
him to a police training school
when he was formerly a mem-
ber of the police force. He re-
signed soon after the school
was over to join the staff of
Pasco County Sheriff Leslie
Bessenger.

A trained investigator, Edge-
man has had nine years of law
enforcement experience. He is
a graduate of the Arkansas
State Police School, the Uni-
versity of Florida Police Train-
ing School, and the Miami
Police Academy.

Veteran Officer
Starts 2lst Year .

CAINESVILLE —Lt. Albert
(Sid) Johnson, former Dixie
County deputy sheriff and
highway patrolman, has begun
his 21st year with the Caines-
ville Police Department.

He joined the department
April 1, 1937, as a motorcycle
patrolman, was promoted to
Sergeant June 1, 1948, and
reached his present rank on
April 16, 1954. He is in charge
of taxi and bus inspections, as
well as inspection and main-
tenance of the police station,
police cars and all police equip-
ment.

Old timers recall how Lt.
Johnson as a motorcycle pa-
trolman, helped to prevent pos-
sible accidents around the city
square on New Year's Eve.

In those days it was a custom
for celebrants to race around
the square in their autos at the
stroke of midnight, but Lt.
Johnson would divert them
from their sport by making a
mad dash through town, red
light flashing, siren wailing, a
few minutes before the stroke
of Twelve.

Motorists waiting at the
square would think that he was
enroute to an accident and take
off in pursuit. He would lead
them a merry chase out into
the country, then elude them,
and by the time they got back
into town the New Y'ear had
been welcomed in.

DELAND —Four of Volusia County Sheriff Rodney
B. Thursby's deputies attended a law enforcement
school sponsored by the FBI and the DeLand Police
Department.

They are Sherman Walker, Jack Lynady, H. N. De-
Mott and William Ogden.

NEW BAILIFF—CLEARWATER —Pinellas County Sheriff Sid M. Saun-
ders lright) extends felicitations to Raymond R. Tussey of Largo, newly
appointed Pinellas County court bailiff. Tussey has had a long law en-
forcement career and was formerly a Chicago police officer. (Clearwater
Sun Photo)

You can't take it with you,
and from the way some folks
race along the highway you' d
think they didn't care much
about staying here to en' oy
what they have.
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Program Completed for
44th Annual
Conference

5:00 P. M

8:00 P. M

8:00 A. M

9:00 A. M

10:00 A. M

12:00 Noon

2:00 P. M
5:00 P. M
7:00 P. M

7:30 P. M

8:30 P. M

WEDNESDAY, June 19
Registration, Lobby, Lido Biltmore Club,

Sarasota.
Board of Directors' Meeting.

THURSDAY, June 20
Registration, Lobby, Lido Biltmore Club,

Sarasota.
Meeting called to order.
Invocation by The Rev. A. A. Koestline, Pastor,

First Method'ist Church of Sarasota.
Address of Welcome by The Hon. Ray Howard,

Mayor of Sarasota.
Response by Sarasota County Sheriff Ross E.

Boyer.
Recognition of honored guests by Monroe Coun-

ty Sheriff John M. Spottswood, Florida Sher-
iffs Association President.

Report on Florida Sheriffs Bureau by Bureau
Director Don McLeod.

Open discussion of cooperative law enforcement
by representatives of city, county, state and
federal law enforcement agencies.

Luncheon for Sheriffs and their ladies, spon-
sored by Donald S. Lavigne, Inc. , of Miami.

Executive Session (for Sheriffs only).
Session Adjourns.
Cocktails in Hospital'ity Room, sponsored by

Florida Power 4 Light Co.
Banquet for Sheriffs, invited guests and their

ladies, sponsored by Rose Printing Co., of
Tallahassee.

Address by The Hon. C. Farris Bryant of Ocala,
former Speaker of the Florida House of Rep-
resentatives.

FRIDAY, June 21
9:00 A.M. Executive Session

Election of officers for 1958.
12:00 Noon Luncheon for Sheriffs and their ladies, spon-

sored by Motorola Communications 4 Elec-
tronics Inc.

2:00 P. M. Executive Session (or if agenda permits,
planned entertainment) .

5:00 P. M. Conference Adjourns.

FOR THE LADIES
An official hostess will be available to arrange sightseeing

trips, shopping tours, beach parties or any other types of
entertainment desired by the ladies attending the conference.
We want them to have a completely enjoyable time, and
therefore will let them set their own schedule to suit their
desires and convenience.

Stolen Plane Case
Docketed at Ocala

OCALA —As the "Air Age"
advances, Florida's Sheriffs face
the prospect of adding stolen
airplanes to their growing list
of law enforcement headaches.

Marion County Sheriff F. L.
McGehee got a taste of things
to come recently when a stolen
plane was abandoned at the
Ocala Airport.

A subsequent investigation
revealed that Donald B.McCoy,
27, had allegedly stolen the
plane in Alexandria, Va. , crash
landed near Bronson, Fla., had
repairs made by Ocala Aviation
Service, hopped the plane to
the Ocala airport for further
repairs, gave a worthless check
for the repair work, demolished
the plane in an attempted take-
off and disappeared.

He was later traced to Pine
Castle Air Base, near Orlando,
and to Dover, Del. , where the
FBI arrested him on a charge
of impersonating a military of-
ficer.

Imand President
Of City Judges

CLEARWATER —Miami City
Judge Frank Imand was re-
elected president w h e n the
Florida Municipal Judges Assn.
met here.

Other officers named were
Judge John R. Bonner of Clear-
water, vice president; and
Judge Porter W. Ingram of
Jacksonville Beach, secretary-
treasurer.

The judges passed resolutions
asking the legislature to:

(1) Make driving while under
the influence of drugs an of-
fense punishable with a fine of
$500, imprisonment for not
more than 10 days, and revoca-
tion of driver's license for 60
days.

(2) Pass a law permitting city
officers to pursue offenders
across a city line and arrest
them when they are suspected
of a misdemeanor.

(3) Make the office of muni-
cipal judge appointive, rather
appointive in others.

SARASOTA —Sarasota County Sheriff Ross E. Boyer
has completed plans for the 44th Annual Conference of the
Florida Sheriffs Association which will be held at the Lido
Biltmore Club here, June 20 and 21.

Early arrivals will be able to register in the Lido Bilt-
more lobby starting at 5 p.m. , on June 19, and the Board of
Directors —the Association's policy-making body —will
tackle a heavy agenda of pre-conference business in a meet-
ing scheduled for 8 p.m.

The formal opening of the conference is scheduled for 9
a.m. , June 20. Here 'is the complete program:

Federal Agents
Try Cutting Off
Shiners' Sugar

WASHINGTON —Federal
agents are attempting to crip-
ple the multi-million-dollar
moonshine industry by cutting
off its sugar supplies.

They say the effectiveness of
this approach was demonstra-
ted. during World War II ra-
tioning when illicit distilling
dropped to a low level.

Last fall the "sugar pinch"
plan was tested in New York,
New Jersey, Pennsylvania and
Maryland, and the Internal
Revenue Service announced*
satisfactory results.

Under the program, the reve-
nue service urges all handlers
of sugar not to sell to anyone:,
asking for suspiciously large
amounts or anyone who offers"
cash premium for sugar.

"After several months af-
dealer cooperation, stills seized
in the test area displayed such
desperation measures on the
part of violators as substitution
of confectioner's syrup and ti-
ble syrup, even some maple
flavoring for the coveted sug-
ar," the service said.

Premiums ranging up to $5
a hundred pounds were offered
by some whisky-makers.

Some recently seized stills re-
~

quired as m u c h as 50,000'
pounds of sugar for one sjttinu
of mash. iw

Dealers are being
report any suspicious ac
to local alcohol and tobac
officers. The Internal Re
Service is hoping for volurit
co-operation.

But it pointed out that th
are laws under which the
ice can require refinery repatrts
on sales to customers and thus
check on abnormal increases
in outlets. Anyone filing a dul-;
honest report is subject to oaa;
year imprisonment and a $
000 fine. If the seller is guilt
of conspiring with the moon-
shiners, he is liable to five
five years imprisonment or a
$10,000 fine or both.

SARASOTA —YESTERDAY'S HOT ROD—Sheriffs attending the 44th
Annual Conference af the Florida Sheriffs Association here June 20 and
2l will be able ta see some af the "speed demons"' their predecessors
had ta deal with. The old timer pictured above is a l906 Pope-Toledo,
said ta be the first advertised 'mile-a-minute" car. This and other vin-
taga models ara an display at Harn's Cars af Yestetday, one af Sarasata'I
many attractions.

Gallows aud Courtroom Preserve
Memory of i:amed "Hauiiul Judie"

were 344 murder and rape
trials; 8,600 convictions.

His gallows was enlq, rged to
provide for a dozen executions
at once. It was never used to
full capacity, although multiple
hangings were frequent.

Historians draw conflicting
pictures of Parker.

Some see him as a cruel fa-
natic whose public hangings
were sadistic entertainments.

Others sea him as a man of
necessarily stern justice —but a
champion of the underdog, a
friend to the Indians and a
kindly husband and father.

The outlaws brought in by
Parker's marshals in no man-
ner resembled Hollywood's
Robin Hoods of the plains.

A sampling included: a white
man charged with raping a VO-
year-old Indian squaw; a man
accused of seducing his own
sister; a man who shot his
partner in the back, then raped
and killed the dead man's wife.

Although he was the target of
bitter criticism in later years
including an attac'. by the U. S.
attorney general, Parker never
wavered from the belief that
he had arrested the 'flood tide
of crime" on the frontier.

On July 30, 1896, one James
Casharago, convicted of slaying
his uncle in "cold blood, " be-
came the last man to drop
through the trap to the Fort
Smith gallows. A month later
the court lost its jurisdiction
over the Western territory. And
three months after that, Park-
er died. He was buried near the
courtroom where he had
doomed so many.

FORT SMITH, Ark. —This
onetime frontier town has kept
alive the memory of a famous
"Hanging Judge" by restoring
the courtroom and gallows he
used in the late 1800's.

In the courtroom Judge Issac
Charles Parker sentenced 164
men to death by the noose, and
on the gallows VQ of them were
executed. The remaining 85
escaped hanging by one means
or another.

From his U. S. District Court
bench in Fort Smith, Judge
Parker held legal sway over a
part of Arkansas and V0,000
square miles of the Old West,
including the Indian territory
of Oklahoma.

Since he was acting as a cir-
cuit court judge in criminal
cases, there was at first no ap-
peal from his death sentences.
For 14 years, only the President
could stop a Parker hanging,
but he seldom did. Later the
U. S. Supreme Court overruled
Parker 30 times.

Fort Smith (current popula-
tion 47,000) was a dusty fron-
tier town when the 37-year-old
Parker arrived from St. Joseph,
Mo. , to take his bench —and
build his gallows.

The settlement originally an
Army post, was undergoing the
pains of reconstruction. To the
west lay the vast, untamed
land of the outlaws: the Youn-
gers, the Daltons, Cherokee Bill,
Whisky Jack and Belle Starr.

The only law was Parker's
court and the judge admin-
istered it lustily. His record as
a federal jurist included 13,-
500 cases of which 12,000 in-
volved criminal offenses. There

'Drop The Pigeon'
Still Successful

"Drop the Pigeon" is an old
confidence game, but sharp-
sters are still using it with re- ~

gularity to cheat Florida citi- ~

zens out of hard earned cash.
Here's how it works:
The confidence man "plants"

,

'

a wallet seemingly loaded with
cash on the sidewalk, and pre-
tends to find it as the intended
victim arrives on the scene.

He offers to share the con-
tents of the wallet if the victim
will show his "good faith" by
putting up some cash. If the
victim complies he finds that
eventually, by one ruse or ano-
tlier, the con man, wallet and
cash all disappear and he is
left behind —wiser but poorer.

A faster way to split a
friendship has never been de-
vised than constantly going
against the other fellow's grain.

CONFERENCE GHQ—The Lido Biltmata Club, pictured above, will be headquarters for the 44th Annual
Conference af the Florida Sheriffs Association, which will be held in Sarasota, June 20 and 21.




