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NAPLES —"Your recent awakening has possibly pre-

vented the Legislature of Florida from creating a state
police. May God forbid such an occurrence in this state. "

Thus did Rep. Thomas D. Beasley, Speaker of the
Florida House of Representatives, sum up remarks praising
Florida's Sheriffs when he addressed a luncheon meeting
here June 26, . during the 46th Annual Conference of the
Florida Sheriffs Association.

The full text of this portion
of his speech follows:

"The Sheriff's Departments
throughout Florida have done
and are doing a fine job, en-
forcing our laws and tracking
down crime. Too often the
"msn behind the badge" gets
the blame but is ignored when
praise is passed around.

"But as a legislator I want to
tell you, NO law is of any value
unless it is enforced. No matter
how well-planned, how well-
worded, how well-accla, imed a
law may be, it is worthless
without proper enforcement.

Sen. Carlton lanils Sboriffs forSites Chosen

Ablini State's "Moral Climate"Ft. Lauderdale and Pensa-
cola have been selected as
the sites of the Florida
Sheriffs AssccitttienW two
1960 conferences.

The Mid-Winter Confer-
ence, in January, will be
held in Pensacola; and the
47th Annual Conference, in
June, will be held in Ft.
Lauderdale.

Selection of conference
sites was made during the
46th Annual Conference of
the Association, in Naples,
June 26.

the "Outstanding Pirst- Termer
in the Florida Senate"; and in
1955 he was named one of
Florida's five outstanding young
men by the Junior Chamber of
Commerce. His father is form-
er Governor Doyle E. Carlton.

NAPLES —State Senatcr
Doyle E. Carlton Jr., of Wau-
chula, praised Plorida's Sheriffs
for their efforts in maintain-
ing "the moral climate" of the
state.

"There is nothing so vital to
the economy of Florida, " he
added in an address before a
luncheon meeting, June 25, at
the 46th Annual Conference of
the Plorida Sheriffs Associa-
tion.

Carlton, who is considered a
strong potential candidate for
Governor, urged the Sheriffs
to "stand on a high level of
morality and challenge other
persons in public service to
stand on this same high plane. "

He went on to congratulate
the Sheriffs for establishing the
Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch, a
home for needy and neglected
boys, on the Suwannee River,
near Live Oak.

"This," he said, "is one of
your finest. efforts and it has
made a deep and lasting im-
pression on the people of Flor-
ida.

Removes Stigma
"Some people think of law

officers as a group of sadists
who are only interested in
putting people in jail. One of
the finest efforts to remove any
stigma of this kind is your
sponsorship of the Ranch. "

Twelve boys who are cur-
rently living at the Ranch were
in the audience.

Long a friend of the Florida
Sheriffs Association and a sup-
porter of its efforts to foster
better law enforcement, Carl-
ton was introduced by his cous-
in, Sheriff E. Odell Carlton, of
Wauchula.

Sheriff Carlton pointed out
that the Senator had been nom-
inated by capitol newsmen as
one of four candidates for the
ST. PETERSBURG TIMES,
"Most Valuable Senator" award
this year; and that he was just
barely nosed out by Senator
Tom Adams, of Orange Park,
for the 1959 "Most Valuable
Legislator" award presented by
Allen Morris, capitol colum-
nist.

In 1953 he was selected as

"We Legislators only enact
the laws as eguitsbly ss we
can. Whether they are ertuit-
able in practice depends
largely upon the impartiality
and fairness of enforcement.
In this, as in so many other
areas, you gentlemen deserve
much praise.

Sherif f Norvell's
Polygraph Pays

FT. PIERCE —Sheriff J. R.
Norvell is sure his new poly-
graph (lie detector) apparatus
is going to pay oif.

In the first two weeks he had
the S1,100 machine it helped
him to solve three cases, includ-
ing a rash of burglaries be-
tween St. Lucie and Indrio.

The polygraph is operated by
Deputy Sheriff Martin McMul-
lian who spent six weeks in
Chicago, at the Keeler Poly-
graph Institute, taking a course
of instruction.

Uneasy About Future
"Comparatively recently, I

grew somewhat uneasy about
your future. You well remember
that there was a time when
you were disorganized; when
the people of Florida were be-
ginning to wonder how much
longer there would be a need
for the sheriffs in the various
counties. You were almost with-
out leadership.

"The Florida Highway Patrol
had been born, and was a

(Continued on Page 2)

LIVE OAK—BAD ACTOR—Things
are getting pretty wild and wooly
when the Sheriff has to organise a
posse to track down a bear within
the city limits. But, that's what
happened to SherifF Hugh Lewis,
pictured above with the trophy.
The urbanized bruin was first
sighted by George B. Does. Dogs
treed it and E. E. Bias shot it.

Carson Host to
Wedding Party
In County Jail

JACKSONVILLE —It isn' t
often that a Sheriff plays host
to a wedding party in the
county jail.

But that's what happened to
Sheriff Dale Carson when a
convicted burglar awaiting sen-
tence was married to an at-
tra, ctive 28-year-old brunette in
the Duval County Jail.

The Sheriff not only per-
mitted the wedding to be held
in the jail but also provided a
wedding cake.

Twenty-four hours later the
groom, Burton Murray Clad-
stone, was sentenced to 20 years
in prison —and the bride de-
clared she was willing to wait
that long for a honeymoon.

deputy Assists
Abandoned Boy
With Bad Heart

PUNTA GORDA —Five-year-
old Billy Davis probably owes
his life to the kindness of Char-
lotte County Chief Deputy
SherifF W. H. Keeler.

According to newspaper ac-
counts, Keeler i'ound the boy
in an unattended home, near
death due to a serious heart
condition.

He was given immediate care
and arrangements were made
for him to receive a much
needed operation at the Car-
diac Hospital m Miami.

The father was said to have
been on a fishing trip as a com-
mercial fisherman and the
mother was held in jail on
charges of drunkenness
desertion. -n

There were four other chil-
dren at the Davis home and
when Keeler diseur ed that
they had been without water
service due Q a dqHnquent bill
he gftaranteed. payment to get
the water turned on again.

Senate Memorial
Praises Shelby

A m e m o ri a 1 (resolution)
passed by the Plorida Senate
during the recent session of the
Legislature praised Escambia
County Sheriff Emmett E. Shel-
by for his "outstanding han-
dling of the Escambia County
Jail."

Introduced by Sen. Philip D.
Beall of Pensacola, the memo-
rial commended the Sheriff for
humane treatment of prisoners
and for operating a clean, ein-
cient jail.

MARIAHHA —SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED —Arthur G. Dozier (left),
superintendent of the Florida School for Boys, thanks Jackson County
Sheriff Roy Roberson for the Florida Sheriffs Association Scholarship
aworded to Charles Simmons (third from left) who successfully com-
pleted a college preparatory course at the boys' school. At the extreme
~ight is John B. Meyer, Boys School Stqff mesnber who originated the
college "prep" course.

CLEARWATER —HERE COMES THE SHERIFF —When Sheriff Don Genung's men make arrests, answer
emergency calls or cruise around on routine patrols everyone knows they' re on the job. Genung recently put
his deputies in uniform and painted his patrol cars green and white with sheriff's. star markings. Deputy
Sheriff C. T. Johnson is pictured above in one of the snappy new gray and forest green uniforms. Genung
is pictured at the head of the formation of newly-marked cars.
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Old Timer Finds Big Change in

Florida Sheriffs Association
(The transition the Florida

Sheriffs Association has been
undergoing in recent years was
the subject of a recent "Cracker
Politics" column written by Al-
len Morris, veteran capitol
newsman. It is reprinted be-
low:

By ALLEN MORRIS

"Judas priest!" exclaimed
Chick Merritt. "What's hap-
pened to the sheriffs? Why,
they' re bringing their wives
and going to classes!"

Winfield Scott Merritt, trav-
eling repreesentative of the beer
industry in this state, has been
present at gatherings of the
Florida Sheriff's Association
for many years.

So his "what's happening to
the sheriffs?" at the recent
Naples summer conference puts
into a capsule the transition
which the association has been
undergoing for some half-dozen
years.

Those who should know say
the nature of the sheriffs' semi-
annual meetings has been
evolving from a stag frolic into
an educational short - course
with fun Simply as an incident.
Half of the sheriffs at Naples
brought their wives.

It may be odd that an organ-
ization should grow up as the
average age of its members goes
down, but that seems the case
with the sheriffs.

They have embraced a phi-
lanthropy, the Boys' Ranch
near Live Oak, financed by the
net proceeds from honorary
memberships, as is also a new
venture, college and trade
school scholarships for faculty-
selected youngsters from the
State School for Boys at Mari-
anna.

New Approach
Neither the infamous "com-

ds, , Jiliments of a friend" nor any
"-

';, ether advertising appear nowa-
.'f'flies in the association's long-

"established yearbook or its rel-
atively new monthly Sheriffs'
Star.

The association's approach to
legislation is noticeably differ-
ent, too.

The sheriffs did not reopen a
hospitality hotelroom for legis-
lators during the recent ses-
sion. And there was no effort
to wine and dine all the law-

t makers.
The position on the State

Sheriffs' Bureau, a crime-
fighting agency which can ig-
nore county boundaries, largely
has been turned around.

Many sheriffs came here dur-
ing the '59 session in vigorous
support of the Bureau when
legislators began squeezing the

propriation for the agency
ib once fought as a po-

ntial Meddler.
What'has caused this evolu-

tion? They are many surmises,
and perhaps all are part of the
big picture.

Some feel .it. was bought
about by the toppling of the

handful of sheriffs who domi-
noted its affairs for many years.
Others say this simply was an
effect, and that the cause was
a change in public awareness.
They argue the motor vehicle
played an important part in
public knowledgeability of the
quality of their law enforce-
ment.

Stereotype Broken
The stereotype of the belly-

bulging lawman is no longer
true. A gathering of sheriffs
resembles a convention, say, of
bank directors, insurance brok-
ers, cattlemen or television sta-
tion owners, as indeed some of
Florida's sheriffs are.

Many of those who were law
enforcers before they became
sheriffs were troopers of the
Highway Patrol and as such
they learned their trade in a
good pr0fessional school.

Political Tallahassee knows
the sheriffs largely through a
few men, among them Sheriff
Ed Blackburn Jr., of Tampa,
"Mr. Boys Ranch"; Sheriffs
George W. Watts, Jr., of Chip-
ley and John M. Spottswood of
Key West, key members of the
board of the Sheriffs' Bureau;
former Sheriff Don McLeod of
Ocala, now the bureau's direc-
tor; Leon county's own Sheriff
Bill Joyce, and two men who
never have worn the sheriffs'
star —the association's general
counsel, John A. Madigan, Jr.,
and its fleld secretary, Carl
Stauffer.

M a d i g a n, the legislative
spokesman, is a big man physi-
cally (6 feet, 220 pounds) and
possesses the look of a frontier
lawman as he broadshoulders
his way through a jammed Cap-
itol corridor. He's 40, was cap-
tain of a Navy corvette during
World War II, and is an alum-
nus of both the University of
Florida and the University of
Miami (with a law degree from
George Washington University) .
He's a partner in former gover-
nor Caldwell's law firm. And
he's the husband of the gifted
newswoman Meg M ad i g a n.
(They met first in Washington,
where she was working early
in the war for the OSS before
being sent into its foreign serv-
ice), Jack and Mary Lou Madi-
gan comprise a formidable team
for competitors in their re-
spective fields.

Carl Stauffer is a former Tal-
lahassee Democrat reporter. As
field secretary, he manages the
association's headquarters here,
runs the honorary membership
fund-raising campaign, and
puts together the yearbook and
monthly.

Times change, but F 1 o r i d a
sheriffs are changing with time.
And that includes "bringing
their wives and going to classes. "

,.Breaking a traffic law now
and then is like goipg crazy
in installments.
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Beasley-"Nay tted Forbid"
(Continued from Page 1)

smooth, orderly and efficient
working organization. They
were equipped with communi-
cation facilities. You were not.
It appeared to many that you
were becoming unnecessary in
a highly organized and fast-
moving era.

"Don't misinterpret what I
am saying. The patrol is a fine
organization, doing a wonder-
ful job for the people of Flor-
ida on the highways of the
state.

"The time was when there
was little or no cooperation
between the sheriffs and the
highway patrol. It now ap-
pears that in most every sec-
tion of the state the two or-
ganizations are working to-
gether for better, more effi-
cient law enforcement.
I was a co-introducer of the

bill in the 1939 session of the
Legislature which created the
highway patrol and I repeat
that they have done and are
doing a fine job on the high-
ways.

May God Forbid
"You now have modern com-

munication facilities. There' s
cooperation with other law en-
forcement officers. You can
now early arrive in force at
the scene of a crime or acci-
dent. You can now give the
people the kind of service you
desire to give them and the
kind they deserve from you.
And you are doing a fine and
credible job. You are no longer
disorganized. Your association
is being efficiently run.

"Through the Florida Sher-
iffs' Bureau, you have made
great strides in e f f i c i en t I y
tracking down criminals and
bringing them to justice. You
have again taken your rightful
place as the chief executive
officer of your respective coun-
ties. As elective officers by the
people of your counties you are
an important part of our dem-
ocratic system of government.

"Your recent awakening
has possibly prevented the
Legislature of Florida from
creating a state police. May
God forbid such an occurance
in this state.

Tremendous Job
"You are doing a tremendous

job in criminal investigation
work through the Florida Sher-
iff's bureau. You are also doing
a job for boys at the Boy's
Ranch, in Suwannee County,
which will melt the eyes of the
toughest soul to tears if he
could but know about it.

Sheriff Kelly's

Rescue Squad

Really Ready
MIAMI —To say that Sherif

Thomas J. Kelly's new Rescue
Squad is ready for any emer-
gency is hardly an exaggera-
tion.

Drownings and other under-
water work are the squad's spe-
cialty. Each unit is equipped
with diving equipment and
every member oi' the squad can
use it.

The three half-ton trucks in
operation at this writing carry
two types of oxygen revival
equipment, plus enough first-
aid supplies to set up an emer-
gency operating room ii' needed.

Deputy Sheriff Earl Mixon,
senior member of the six-man
squad, recently returned from
a two-week advanced life sav-
ing course at Brevard, S.C., and
is qualified to teach the other
members of the squad the skills
he learned.

The men are also skilled at
handling electrical emergencies
and know enough about block-
and-tackle work to extricate a
victim from any conceivable
entrapment.

Bolstering the full-time mem-
bers of the squad is a group
of volunteers who lend their
time and special equipment
such as s,ir boats, cranes and
power machinery when needed.

Each rescue unit is equipped
with a portable power plant and
radio communications equip-
ment.

A safety check today may
save YOUR life tomorrow.

"Kfjc
XakOPEr'B

KOnleI"
A digest of recent Attorney
General's opinions of interest
to Law Enforcement officers.

Edited by JOHN A. MADIGAN, JR.
Attorney for the Florida

Sheriffs Association

059-118—SHERIFFS' BUDG-
ET LAW —Those Sheriffs
placed under the Sheriffs'
Budget Law by Chapter 59-216
should submit their 1959-1960
b u d g e t s to their Board of
County Commissioners for ap-
proval prior to October 1, 1959.

059-128 —LOTTERIES, AD-
VERTISING, SOLICTING EN-
FORCEMENTS —A lottery con-
tains three elements: (1) a
prize, (2) an award by chance,
and (3) a consideration Any
advertising scheme whereby
p r o d u c t endorsements are
sought from consumers which
contains each of these three
elements would constitute a
lottery as prohibited by law.

059-130—JUVENILE COURT,
DELINQUENT CHILDREN,
JURISDICTION —As Juvenile
Courts have exclusive original
jurisdiction over delinquent
children, no other court can
acquire jurisdiction to try a
sixteen year old person on a
criminal charge until the juris-
diction of the juvenile court
has attached and it has waived
jurisdiction and transferred the
case pursuant to Section 39.02
(6) Florida Statutes (1957) .
Further that if an information
has been filed in the Circuit
Court against a juvenile who,
was erroneously presumed to
be an adult, the circuit court
may transfer the ease to the
juvenile court, pursuant to
Section 39.02 (3) Florida Sta-
tutes (1957).

They say whiskey and driv-
ing won't mix, but you certainly
can't say there isn't a whale of
a lot of folks who still try it.

In traffic, keep your guard up
and your temper down.

4
v.e .

FERNAHDIHA BEACH—ALL ABOARD —Sheriff H. J. Youngblood (right) is pictured here with a group of
his Junior Deputy Sheriffs just before they boarded boats for a camping trip to the Crooked River State
Park, near St. Mary' s, Ga. In addition to enjoyable outings like this, the Junior Deputies receive valu-
able training in good citizenship.

ST. AUGUSTINE —"PASSLE" OF BOYS—This group picture of some I SS Junior Deputy Sheriffs from
Marion County taken while they were touring historic St. Augustine recently gives some idea of the big
jab Sheriff F. L. McGehee has tackled in sponsoring a Junior Deputy program. Trips to historic places
are only part of a varied pragram designed to develop good citizens.
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O 5 lllC OllIl-
News about the Florida SheriHs Boys
Ranch, a home for needy and neglicted
boys the Florida Sheriffs Association is
building on the Suwannee River, near
Live Oak.

LIVE OAK—Support of the nearby Florida Sheriffs Boys
so enthusiastic here that Sheriff Hugh Lewis often
honding out Boys Ranch Founders Club Certificates to
valued at $100 or more. The pictures below show him
tificates. . .

Ranch has been
works overtime
donors of gifts
presenting cer-

Ranch Assets

Toil $250,000

. . to Mrs. Thomas Musgrove, who also was recently made a Lifetime
Honorary Member of the Florido Sheriffs Association.

to Otto Wettstein III, President, North Florida Telephone Co.

to John W. Cooper

to Clyde M. Thomas

GREEN COVE SPRINGS—LIFE MEMBER—Sheriff John P. Hall (left)
presents plaque to William H. Johnston of Jacksonville, well known dog
track owner, identifying him as a Lifetime Honorary Member of the
Florida Sheriffs Association. He was voted a lifetime membership as
a token of appreciation for cash donations totaling $2,000 which he
gave to the Ranch.

Boys Ranch Beiiuests of $125,000
Bring 6ralul Iotal of $475,000

Two bequests to the Florida
Sheriffs Boys Ranch totaling
$125,000 were announced re-
cently.

Col. Robert Pentland Jr., of
Miami, a member of the Ranch
board of trustees disclosed at
the 46th Annual Conference of
the Florida Sheriffs Associaiton,
in Naples, on June 25, that he
would leave $50,000 to the
Rane@.—He- also made s- cash
donation of $1,000.

The following day Pinellas
County Sheriff Don Cenung,
who is the treasurer of the
Ranch trustees, announced that
a St. Petersburg man whose
identity was not disclosed has
willed $75,000 to the Ranch.

Hillsborough County Sheriff
Ed Blackburn Jr., chairman of
the trustees and executive di-
rector of the Ranch said this
brings the total of bequests in
the Ranch endowment fund to
$457,000.

Col. Pentland's bequest was
announced by Monroe County
Sheriff John Spottswood, who
last year served as the first
chairman of the Boys Ranch
Trustees.

Spottswood pointed out that
the distinguished Miamian has
long been interested in the wel-
fare of youth and a variety of
c h a r i t a b 1 e enterprises. He
served as chairman of the Dade
County March of Dimes; as
president and a director of the

COL ROBERT PENTLANCI, JR.

Children's Variety Hospital;
and as treasurer of the Cere-
bral Palsy Committee of Flor-
ida.

In 1.953 he received the first
"Good Samaritan Award" ever
awarded a citizen of Dade
County.

Born in Jacksonville August
12,1899, he is a certified public
accountant and a senior mem-
ber of Pentland, Purvis, Keller

Co., a Miami accounting
firm.

To the Ranch board of
trustees he brings a broad back-
ground of community service
and business experience.

III +emurf'am

The following persons have made contributions to the Florida
Sheriffs Boys Ranch Memorial Fund:

Sheriff Willis V. McCall, Tsvares, in memory of Allen
Shriner.

Mr. snd Mrs. Sydney O. Chase, Jr., Sanford, in memory
of Billy Fleming.

Mrs. Margaret W. Pelot, Belleview, in memory of Marlowe
Tillman.
The Memorial Fund will perpetuate the memory of deceased

relatives and friends by providing the financing for a facility of
permanent significance such as a Ranch chapel.

Send contributions to Memorial Fund, Florida Sheriffs Boys
Ranch, P. O. Box 649, Live Oak Florida.

They should be accompanied by:
(1) The name and address of the contributor.
(2) The full name of the person in whose memory the con-

tribution is given.
(3) The name and address of the deceased person's next of

kin to whom notification of the gift is to be sent.
ALL CONTRIBUTIONS TO TH+ BO+S RANCH ARE IN-'

COME TAX-DEDUCTIBIiE. r

NAPLES —Sheriff Ed Black-
burn Jr., in a progress report,
placed the net assets of the
Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch at
better than $250,000.

Blackburn, who is executive
director of the Ranch and
chairman of the Ranch trustees,
said Florida's Sheriffs and their
friends can be proud of this
accomplishment but it is only
a modest beginning in the long-
range master plans.

He said the Ranch will re-
quire additional capital outlay
funds of over $1,000,000 before
it reaches its planned capacity
of 400 boys.

Also on the financial side,
Blackburn announced that be-
quests to the Ranch totaled
$332,000. Shortly after his re-
port additional bequests total-
ing $125,000 were disclosed (see
story elsewhere in this issue).

The executive director traced
the development of the ranch
from a "budding idea" in June
1957; to the selection of a site
near Live Oak the planning and
building of the first facilities
and the admission of the first
boys on Feb. 26, 1959.

Then, commenting that "a
picture is worth 10,000 words
but I can show you something
even more impressive" he dram-
atized the success of the ranch
by introducing the 12 boys who
are currently living there.

Also introduced with the boys
were Ranch Manager Vincent
Jones and "Staff Parent" Clen-
ny Beach.

Founliers Club

Roster Crows
The following persons,

gamzations and busmess fums
have been added to the roster
of the Florida Sheriffs Boys
Ranch Founders Club in recog-
nition of d o n a t i o n s to the
Ranch valued at $100 or more:

Military Order of the Cooties,
Pup Tent No. 12, Clearwater.

Mrs. Marjorie Carmell, St.
Petersburg.

Gss Institutp of North Cen-
tral Florida, Gsinesville.

Mrs. Frank B. Hm, Tampa.
R. C. Higby, Tampa.
S. J, Mack, Tampa.
Frank J. Falsone, Tampa.
Jim W s l t e r Corporation,

Tampa.
T. E. Jefferson, Havana.
Sealtest Southern Dairies,

Tampa.
Dade - County Sheriff's Em-

ployees Association, Miami,
Sheriff Thomas J. Kelly,

Miami.
Wayne Thomas, Jr., Plant

City.
Joseph O. Macbeth, Sebring.
Vincent M. Jones, Live Osk.
James H a m p t o n Alison,

Brooks ville.
Broward County Sheriff's

Auxiliary, Ft. Lauderdale.
Hsrdee County Deputy Sher-

iffs Auxiliary, Wsuchuls.
Sid Allen, Sr., Live Osk.
Sid Allen, Jr., Live Oak.J. L. McMullen, Live Osk.
Mrs. J. L. McMullen, Live

Oak.
A. C. Yonslly, Eustis.
Walt Swihart, Tampa.
Dick Krsuse, Tampa.
Victor Koepke, DeLsntl. .~|f
Ssm F. Davis, Tarn/a.
Hi-Acres Fertilizer Co.,

Grovelsnd.
Foremost Fertilizf Company

Leesburg.
Citrus Colure rCorporstion,
rEEt Dora. "- ~
. E. Engle, Lakeland.



PAGE 4 THE S H E RI F F'S SV"Ag JULY, 1959

Wby Not Two Sheriffs Too?
(The following editorial

pointing out the ridiculous-
ness of s county highway
patrol operated by the county
commission in competition
with the Sheriff is reprinted
from the TAMPA TRIBUNE. )

One can imagine the out-
raged protests that would arise
if a major Florida city pro-
posed the estsblishement of
two separate police departments—one controlled by the mayor
or city manager snd the other

y the city council.
Tet this doublehesded phe-

omenon still persists in a few
inity governments.

There gas s time when the
sheriff wss the undisputed
head lsw enforcement officer
of the county, with his dep-
uties charged with the re-
sponsibihfy of enforc~in traf-
fic as we%I as criminal isws.
The development of county

highway patrols, however, af-
forded county commissioners
an opportunity to gain a little
additional patronage. In some
instances, county patrol units
were set up under direct con-
trol of the commissioners. And
while the patrolmen were depu-
tized by the sheriff to make
arrests for other than traffic

. violations, he hsd no control
over them. In most instances
s separate "chief" headed the
patrol.

The voters of Polk County
this week turned down s local
lsw which would have auth-
orized their county commis-
sion to continue to operate s
county pstl'Ol.
Another Hillsborough neigh-

bor, however, is continuing its
doublehesded system. Earlier
this month the Pinellas County

:Commission fired its patrol
'ef, Ed Silk, charging he had
igned a patrolman to spy
other county officials. Sher-
Don Oenung promptly re-
ed the. deputy sheriff cards

'eld by all county patrolmen.
t a move to name Genung" ad of the patrol without

xtra salary has been dead-
ed.

'
Chamber Vote

Sacks Parrish
LAKE WALES—Members of

the Lake Wales Chamber of
Commerce voted almost 4-1 in
favor of Sheriff Hsgsn Psrrish
taking over full control of the
Polk County Highway Patrol.

In a straw vote on the ques-
"'tion: "Do you favor continu-

Q~un
ce of the county patrol under
runty commissioners as

proyMeg Chapter 59-801 of
the ' law of Florida?" the
chamber .

' embers voted 194
against an 1 in favor.

The stra' vote was taken
prior to the hfflcia~unty-wide
referendum on"the patroI! rikgs-
tion June 30.

Undoubtedly Genung's stand-
ing as s Democrat, while the
commission is composed en-
tirely of Republicans, hss been
a factor in Pinellas' failure to
consolidate its law enforce-
ment activities.

But this is s sacrifice of
both money snd efficiency
which even Pinellss Republi-
canism can hardly afFord.

Actually there is no more
reason why s county should
have two police departments
working at cross purposes than
it should have two sherif fs
competing with each other. If
Pinellas doesn't follow Polk's
example it can only be because
politics are valued more than
efficient law e n f o r c e m e n t
across Tampa Bsy.

Citizen Views

Patrol Hassle
(Reprinted here is s por-

tion of a letter to the editor
from C. R. Thomas which
appeared in the Lakeland
Ledger during the Polk Coun-
ty Patrol controversy. )

Editor of The LEDCER:
Being s natural born Flor-

ida Cracker of some 43 years,
free of political aspirations or
obligations, I would like to
sdd a little food for thought
in the boiling pot of the Coun-
ty Patrol controversy.

Taking s casual survey of
the situation, it appears that
it is s struggle for police pow-
er between the Sheriff and the
County Commissioners, which
is probably the whole truth.

First, let's bring this ques-
tion before us snd try with an
open mind, free of prejudice
or bias, to arrive at our own
separate conclusions.

Why do the County Commis-
sioners want a police force of
their own?

I believe that we elected
the five County Commission-
ers primarily to take care of
our own thousands of miles of
our very large County road
system snd I believe we elect-
ed them because we thought
that they would do us a good
job in this capacity. Having
traveled over many miles of
our county road system, it
looks to me like the County
Commissioners have all the
worry they can handle to make
these roads safe for any kind
of travel in our i'sst-growing
County. The observation isn' t
pure conjecture either, for I
come from a road construc-
tion family, and can operate
most any type of road ma-
chinery myself.

Someone may someday find
a 1bgical excuse for speeding.

: So fsr, the effort's b)ssn fritit-
less!

BARTOW EHD OF THE TRAIL—Deputy Sheriffs and bloodhounds
Sad!a and Red take a well deserved rest after tracking down Milton Lee
McLendan (extrcme right), county jail prisoner, wha escaped from a
dentist's affice by jumping from a second-story window with handcuffs
on. Pictured (left ta right) are: Deputy Buchanan, Jailer Swlnson,
Deputy Carlton, Chief Jailer S. M. (Buddy) Cattingham, Deputy J. A.
Fentan, Vernon Medders, dag handler; Lt. Hal Hlgglnbothan, Identifi-
cation Officer Ralph Armstrong and George Dell!guru, trusty.

uto

BARTOW—The question of whether or
not the county commissioners should invade
the field of law enforcement was decided
forcefully by Polk County voters on June 30.

In a county-wide referendum to decide
whether the Polk County Highway Patrol
should remain under the control of the
county commission, the voters shouted a
resounding "NO" by a vote of' 9,694 to 5,343.

They said, in effect, that the Sheriff is
the chief law enforcement ofFicer in the
county and the county patrol should be
under his control.

Bowing to the wishes of the voters, the
county commissioners a few days after the
election handed the rolling stock of the
patrol over to Sheriff Hagan Parrish.

Thus did the people speak in Polk
County.

Press Speaks Out Too
The Press also spoke out against county

commissioners in the law enforcement busi-
ness, as the reprinted news stories, editorials
and comment on this page reveal.

Editorial writers not only lashed out at
the Polk County Commission but also
pointed their barbs at Pinellas County
where a similar situation exists.

Details of the controversy boiling around
the Pinellas County Patrol are contained in

the Clearwater Sun editorial on this page.
In essence it boils down to the same basic
issue:

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS DO NOT
HAVE ANY BUSINESS MEDDLING IN
LAW ENFORCEMENT.

Sheriff Parrish said when he first went
into office he was asked to deputize a county
patrolman whose primary duties would be
guarding county equipment.

How it Grew
He did this and later commissioned two

more patrolmen as deputies.
As the patrol continued to grow from this

beginning, Parrish questioned the wisdom
of setting it up as an agency which appeared
to be duplicating or appropriating the nor-
mal duties of his office.

He said he was told by commissioners:
"We will build it (the patrol) up to what
you need and let you take it over. "

But, the patrol continued to grow and
to make arrests and it was not turned over
to Parrish.

In August, 1958, he informed the com-
missioners that he would not continue to
deputize the county patrolmen, but, accord-
ing to Parrish, the patrolmen continued to
make arrests after their commissions ex-
pired.

County Patrol is Palace 6uard and Errand Boy
The Pinellss County High-

way Patrol, which is con-
trolled by the Pinellss County
Commission, wss recently ac-
cused of "cloak snd dagger
lsw enforcement" after Pa-
trol Chief Edward P. Silk
allegedly took s patrolman
cnt of unifarrs snd- ordered
him to shadow elected pub-
lic officials.

When these accusations
came to light, Sherif f Don
Genung revoked the deputy
sheriff commissions held by
the patrol officers, apparent-
ly leaving them without
clear-cut authority to make
arrests. About s week later
the county commission fired
Chief Silk.

These d e v e 1 o p m e n t s
prompted the following edi-
torial by Reinhold Rogers
Jr., in the Clearwater Sun of
June 14, 1959:

THE EDITORIAL
Is the Pinellss County Patrol

necessary?
In sll the arguments snd

controversies snd charges snd
talks which have made the
Patrol the cynosure of all eyes
in recent weeks, that basic
question hss been overlooked.

Y'et the answer you' ll get
from a large variety of sources
will be an emphatic "No!"

It seems to this observer, snd
to many others, that instead of
stressing the need for the Pa-
trol to be placed under the
supervision of the sheriff, or
the opposite view of maintain-
ing it as s separate body of
traffic control under the Com-
mission, that the decision
which s hould be made is
whether or not to abolish the
group, period.

Let's examine the situation.
When the patrolmen carried

the authority of the sheriff
through their deputy sheriff
warrants they possessed wide
powers outside their own orig-
inal limited authority in traffic
cases. But they were outside
the control of the sheri f f,
which inevitably made them a
rival organization.

That wss bad because there
is no room for rivalry in lsw
enforcement. Only through
complete and coordinated co-
operation can lsw enforcement
be successful.

Warrants Withdrawn
The sheriff has now with-

drawn his warrants, limiting
the patrolmen to their traffic

duties.
When the P s t r o 1 wss

formed some years sgo it
met s real need in traffic
control. There wss only one
State Highway Patrol officer
in the entire county. Now
there are 11, snd more are
expected in the- nex4 few
months as the expansion pro-
gram approved by the Legis-
lature is put into operation.

These men are in no sense
"rivals" of the county patrol-
men yet cold statistics on
the number of arrests, the
number of miles covered snd
other pertinent facts prove
conclusively that the state
troopers are handling the
bulk of traffic cases in this
county.
So the county patrolmen are

not actually needed for traffic
any longer.

Y'ou can get that opinion
from many officials who are in
s position to know. The mem-
bers of the County Commission
who still defend the County
Patrol, who refuse to consider
placing the organization under
the sheriff, should back their
personal opinions by asking
about the need for the Patrol.
Ask the heads of the Florida
Highway Patrol, for instance;
they have no ax to grind.

Well, if the County Patrol
is not needed for traffic, what
is it needed for?

'Palace Guard'
First, it seems to be needed

as a "Palace Cusrd" for the
county commissioners. They
are the only boss the patrol-
men have.

Also, it is obviously needed
as s special courier group for
the commissioners, so that
patrolmen msy be handy for
sny errands; emergency, spe-
cial or routine.
An example of this usage

occurred a few weeks sgo.
Commissioners had scheduled
a meeting in St. Petersburg
with officials of the St. Peters-
burg Chamber of Commerce,
but after the session began it
wss discovered that some pa-
pers necessary to the discussion
hsd been left in the Commis-
sion Building here in Clear-
water.

By telephone it wss requested
that s county patrolman go
to the Commission offices, get
the papers, snd deliver them to
the St. Petersburg meeting. A
patrolman did.

He left his cruiser parked in

front of the Commission Build-
ing on narrow Haven Street,
partially blocking traffic. The
cruiser door wss open on the
driver's side, which was next
to the curb; the big red flash-
ing light on top of the csr was
rotating as if at an accident
scene.

As soon as the papers were
received, the patrolman started
up in s slam-bang fashion,
headed east on Court Street
with siren wailing and red
light flashing. Weaving in and
out of traffic at s fast clip as
if rushing to a dire emergency,
the cruiser scared people the
entire length of Culf-to-Bay
as fsr as U. S. Highway 19,
where the eager beaver patrol-
man turned south snd con-
tinued in the same fashion to-
ward St. Petersburg. Presum-
ably he operated his cruiser in
the same manner right up to
the place of the meeting.

Errand Boy
He did s good job as an

errand boy for the commis-
sioners, snd it is hoped that
one of them patted him on
the head for his diligence-
but that wild drive could
have caused any number of
fatal accidents if other mo-
torists hsd become demoral-
ized by his tactics.
We do not blame the patrol-

men themselves. Many of them
are our friends; they are trying
to do a job under adverse cir-
cumstances. If the Patrol were
abolished those members quali-
fied could no doubt secure im-
mediate jobs as deputies in the
sheriff's department. Sheriff
Don Genung hss already said
he needs to expand his force.

But the county eamuris-
sioners who continue to ar-
gue that the Patrol is neces-
sary should ssk themselves
some questions: do they want
s private police force, a group
of errand boys? Do they want
an organization to which
faithful party workers can
be appointed as a reward?
Do they want a group resdy-
made for handing out pat-
ronage in return for party
loyalty?

Or do they want efficient
lsw enforcement in Pinellas
County at a great. savings in
taxpayers' money?

According to figures given
out at the Courthouse, the
present 1958-59 budget for the
County Patrol totals S146,935.

tay aw n orcement
oters e ommissioners
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ewsman Pulls

o Punches on

BtrOI ISSue

SheriHS Sllreau Display
NAPLES —One of the h'ighlights of the 46th Annual

Conference of the Florida Sheriffs Association whicil) was
held here June 24, 25 and 26, was a Florida Sheriffs Bureau
display of scientific crime detection equipment and tech-
niques. The pictures below show portions of the display.

(Loyal Frisbie did not pull
any punches when he op-
posed county commission con-
trol of the Polk County High-
way Patrol in his regular
column: "Off My Chest, " in
the POLK COUNTY DEMO-
CRAT, Bartow newspaper.
Excerpts from his column are
reprinted below. )

There is just one simple issue
t stake in Polk County's spe-
ial election, to be held June 30.

No matter what sort of cam-
uflage has been or will be in-
ected into the campaign, the
uestion to be answered is this:

Should the county com-
mission be in the law en-
forcement business?

To my mind, the answer
is equally simple:

No.
County commissioners are

lected by the people to handle
e county's financial affairs, to

evy taxes, to build and main-
ain roads where they will do
he most people the most good,
nd to formulate policies that

provide for efficien, eco-
omical management of county
overnment.
Law enforcement does not

ome under any of those head-
gs.
The people elect a sheriff to

ake care of that portion of
heir business.

It would be absurd to
suggest that the county
commission should take
over the duties of judges,
court clerks, assessors, col-
lectors, registration super-
visors or school oincials.

It is equally absurd that
county commission should
take over any part of the
duties of a sheriff.
Recent action by Sheriff Par-

ish in refusing to renew the
deputies' commissions of coun-
ty patrol members has deprived
bhe patrolmen of arrest powers,
except in traffic cases.

Until that time, they had
equal authority with duly ap-
pointed, full time sheriff's dep-
uties —but with no responsibil-
ity for accounting for their
time and actions to the man
lected by the people to handle

the duties of law enforcement.
A fundamental principle of

government is at stake.
The very functions which the

patrol now is handling are
among those which Sheriff Par-
.ish announced he would in-
:lude in the duties of his staff,
when he presented his budget
.equests to the commission. He
vas not given the money to
:arry out those intentions.

The funds, and the duties,
vere assigned by the commis-
&ion to its patrolmen.

IlniOn OPPOSeS

Patrol Status
The Polk County Central

'abor Union passed a resolu-
,ion strongly opposing the op-
.ration of the Polk County
Iighway Patrol by the county
emmissioners.
It stated that invasion of the

leld of law enforcement by the
ounty commission "would be
he same thing as if the Sheriff
houM invade the field of ad-
uinistr ation. ""It is logical to assume, " the
esolution continued, "that all
t)rvices of law enforcement,
ra'ffic control and public safe-
y should be under the'direc-
Ion of the office charged with
hat constitutional responsi-
dlity (the Sheriff' )."
It further pointed out that

rith the Sheriff's Office and
he County Patrol operating as
eparate units, "duplications re-
ult in the communications
ystems, personnel, administra-
ive expenses and equipment. "

KEY WEST—PLAQUE FOR ADMIRAL —Sheriff John Spottswood on
June IO presented a gold plaque to Rear Admiral Francis D. McCorkle,
U. S. Navy, recognizing his "genuine understanding and unselfish ef-
forts above and beyond the call of duty in making Monroe County a
better place in which to livs,"during the time he served as commanding
officer at the Key West Navy Base. After the presentation, Admiral
McCorkle inspected the offices and facilities of the Monroe County
Sheriff's Department.

Bloody footprint which was the key piece of evidence in a Bonlfay, Flor-
Ida, double axe killing and sent a murderer to the electric chai ~.

:;@~''
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KEY WEST—NEW SUB-STATION —More effective law enforcement
will result from this Monroe County Sheriff's Department Sub-Station
which was recently completed on Plantotion Key. It is the first of two
proposed sub-stations.

tedler- Ui'les "No' Vote The Bureau's polygroph (llo detector) equipment shown here has been
highly effective both in solving crimes and clearing innocent suspects.

(The Lakeland Ledger, Polk
County daily newspaper, was
solidly opposed to county
commission control of the
Polk County Highway Patrol,
as shown by the following
excerpts from a Ledger Edi-
toriaL)

The LEZXrER urges Polk
Countians to vote against the
County Patrol when they go
to the polls next Tuesday.

We urge this because we feel
that the County Commission is
not the proper governmental
unit to operate the patrol.

The County Patrol functions
basically in the realm of law
enforcement, or should. Serv-
ing such a purpose, it should
logically be under the direct
supervision and authority of
the sheriff —if, indeed, there
must be a County Patrol. For
the sheriff is the county's chief
law enforcement officer.

It is as illogical for the
County Commission to op-
erate the patrol as it would
be for the sheriff to be in
charge of repair and con-
struction of roads and bridges.

It cannot be fairly denied
that the County Patrol renders
a variety of useful services,
among them the patrol of rural
school areas.

But this service and the
other services do not justify in
logic the operation of the patrol
by the County Commission.

During recent days, the pa-
trol issue has erupted into a
general war of personalities.
As a result the issue has be-
come a somewhat emotional
matter for some citizens. There
is some possibility, therefore,
that the essence of the issue
has been so badly obscured
that the vot, ing next Tuesday
will not be as objective as it
should be.

The election should not be
regarded as a popularity con-
test between the members of
the County Commission on the

one hand and Sheriff Hagan
Parrish on the other.

The issue, stripped of the
personalities, is an impersonal
one.

Inasmuch as the County
Commission is not an agency
set up to operate in the field
of law enforcement, it can-
not do so with the efficiency
the public has a right to ex-
pect.
It follows that, operating on

a basis of inefficiency, the
County Patrol cannot be giv-
ing the taxpayers their money' s
worth.

And, finally, there should be
no such division of countywide
law enforcement as operation
of the patrol under the County
Commission brings about. The
greater the degree of unity in
the law enforcement depart-
ment, the better the law en-
forcement.

By voting to discontinue op-
eration of the patrol under the
County Commission, Polk
Countians will vote to eliminate
a situation that is inefficient,
divisive, troublesome and po-
litical.

Photographic blow-ups of fingerprints illustrate the highly specialized
work of tho Bureau's Identification Section.

Sheriff Suggests
"Thumbs Down" for
Unsafe Drivers

OCALA —"Thumbs down
means don't clown. "

That's the slogan suggested
by SheriiT F. L. McCehee to
cut down accidents on the
highways and waterways; and
he urged the public to put it
into effect by using the familiar
"thumbs down" gesture to dis-
courage goofy and dangerous
antics.

The Sheriff said the big ma-
jority of drivers are sensible
and law abiding, but there is a
small minority of irresponsible
"hot rod jockeys" and "show
offs" who imperil the safety of
themselves and others.

e

& Equiprs)ent, ~d Q the Floridd Sherlff~rdsu 'crime' iaboratory in
~ a(sf)1yzing avi*nce.
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WALTER JOE LOUIS
DANNER

Colored male, age 23, 6 feet, 3
inches tall, weighs 178 pounds,
slender build, large nose, me-
dium flaring ears, straight
shoulders. On May 12, 1949,
forty one company checks,
printed on yellow paper, ¹778-
795 and ¹862-888 were stolen
from HERNDON G. HARRI-

ROY ELTON HANNA
Alias DAVID PATRICK O'FAL-
LON, alias CHESTER T. LU-
CAS, white male, date of birth
6-2-23, 5 feet, 9 inches tall,
weighs ll85 pounds, dark blond
hair, clo'se cropped, blue-grey
eyes, medium stocky build.
Warrant will be Issued, charge

SON REAL ESTATE firm in
Orlando, ,Fla. Since that time
16 of these checks have
turned up as forgeries, All
cheeks made payable to WAL-
TER DANNER, in the amount
of $65.00 "for labor. " Warrants
have been issued, charge For-
gery. If apprehended notify
Police Dept. , Orlando, Fla. , or
The Florida Sheriffs Bureau,
Tallahassee, Florida.

Forgery and Violation of Pro-
bation for FBI.He is also want-
ed by Kansas Bureau of Inves-
tigation, Topeka, Kansas, who
furnished subject's FBI ¹314-
2318, and photograph. If ap-
prehended notify Police Dept. ,
Fort Myers or Florida Sheriffs
Bureau, TaIIahhzsee, Florida.

CHARLES D. BECKER
White male, date of birth 4-13-
22, 5 feet 1 to 4 inches tall,
weighs 180-190 pounds, sandy
hair. FBI ¹232 396 C. Subject
believed to be driving a 1951 or
1952 Dodge, either gray or black
and yellow, with air horns on

CHARLES RASHALL

Alias FRED CHARLES, CLAR-
ENCE RASHALL, white male,
Jewish descent, approximately
in middle 50's, 5' 7" tall, weighs
194 pounds, brown hair, bald-
ing, blue eyes. Occupation:
Salesman, radio announcer.
Subject has a stolen credit card
from the Diamond Surplus of
Algona, Iowa, ¹5177819645. He
has used this credit card dur-
ing April and May in various
Florida cities. He is believed to
be driving brown/white 1958
Chevrolet BelAir, possibly bear-
ing Missouri License K64-887.
He also has in his possession
Georgia plates 1-41258 and
Pennsylvania plates 51207. Said
to have a wife somewhere in
Florida. Felony warrants issued,
charge False Checks. Will ex-
tradite. If apprehended —~fy

both front fenders. License
plate believed to be 1959 Mis-
souri License Mu-1 rest un-
known. Wanted on charge For-
gery. If apprehended notify
Sheriff Hendry, Everglades,
Fla. , or The Florida Sheriff s
Bureau, Tallahassee, Florida.

Sheriff Lindhorst, Alonga, Iowa,
or Florida Sheriffs Bureau, Tal-
lahassee, Florida.

AS COMPILED BY THE FLORIDA SHERIFFS BUREAU —DON McLEOD, DIRECTOR

Paper Backs
Budget Hike

ORLANDO —When Sher'
Dave Starr asked for a budge
increase, the Orlando Sentinel
daily newspaper, backed h'
up with some revealing sta
tistics.

The Sentinel pointed out tha
in 1950, when Orange Count
had a population of 114,000 th
Sheriff's Department had 1
employees.

Today with a population o
250,000, the department h
only 34 deputies —31 of who
handle criminal cases.

The average jail populatio
was 48 in 1950 and today it i
152.

Civil papers served by th
Sheriff's staff averaged 852
month in 1950, compared wit
1,632 rn 1958.

So —that's where the mone
goes.

These Thieves
Vferen't Fussy

PUNTA GORDA —Whe
thieves looted a 40-foot fishin
boat near here they apparentl
decided to take whatever the
could lay their hands on.

Missing items included tw
sets of false teeth, eyeglasses
two 50-gallon drums of gaso
line, fresh fish, the ship's bell
a man's suit, two snapper reels
the propeller, the propellex
shaft, all of the engine excep
the block, wallets, persona
papers and a small amount o
money.

Lickin' Good
WEST PALM BEACH—Ove ~

300 persons attended a barbe
cue for all employees of th
Palm Beach County Sheriff'
Department and their families
The hosts were Ceorge Mat-
thews and Leo Bustanni.

Director Nclood Praises F S B Personnel in Progress Report nt Conference

NAP~8 —A progress report
on the Plorida Sheriffs Bureau
presented by Bureau Director
Don McLeod at the 46th An-
nual Conference of the Florida
Sheriffs Association here June
25 paid high tribute to Bureau
personnel.

McLeod said the Bureau staf-
fers are hard working —often
over-worked —competent peo-
ple "who have only one pur-
pose in their working lives—
giving you Sheriffs and the
other law enforcement officers
of Florida the best possible
service. "

Here is a portion of the text
of his report:

New Service
Since the last conference our

rime lab has employed one
ew man whose services already

, ave been used by many of you.
,He is Leslie Smith, firearms

; expert and ballistician. Mr.
ith was formerly a lieuten-'.nt on the New York City Police
partment. He has had 23

+ears experience in forensic
';~ ballistics and has testified as

an expert witness in over 1,000
, criminal cases.

' The creation of a firearms
igentification and ballistics unit
within the lab, completed the
establishment of the technical
services which will be available
for you through the forthcom-
ing biennium.

Criminalisties Unit
In the criminalistics unit,

James Halligan, Special Agent
in Charge of the Laboratory,
and his assistant, Joe Koles,

ve d to cope with a steadi-
y mo ting number of requests

for lab aminations.
These '@ examinations have

been so Varied in nature that
they already have required thy
use of eve@~~ piece. of the
lab's scientific equipmttn&-end,
on occasion, it has been neces-

sary that special equipment be
constructed in 'the lab or bor-
rowed from elsewhere.

We are most pleased with
this usage of lab facilities. We
feel it reflects credit on Florida
officers in attempting to use
every scientific aid in solving
crimes; it reflects credit on
Mr. Halligan and Mr. Koles;
and it reflects credit on the
judgment of the members of
the board of the Florida Sher-
iffs bureau in insisting that the
lab be created despite what
have been, at times, almost in-
surmountable obstacles.

Fraudulent Cheek Files
The statewide fraudulent

check files, another unit of the
laboratory and under the di-
rection of Special Agent Ron
Dick, have continued to render
great services to agencies in
Florida which are attempting
to combat our ever-growing
check problem.

Since our last conference, al-
most 30 per cent of the fraudu-
lent checks submitted by local
law enforcement agencies and
searched through these files,
have been identified to pre-
viously submitted material, or
to known check passers.

This represents a pleasing in-
crease from our original statis-
tics of approximately 12 per
cent identifications. However,
it is still short of the percent-
age of identification that will
be possible as these files are
filled with more and more con-
tributions from local agencies.
We anticipate that 75 to 80
per cent identifications will be
made in the future.

Polygraph Unit
The Special Agent, Lester

Thompson, who runs our poly-
Qaph —or lie detector —tests
thioughout the, state, hot be-
come a homeless ' gypsy. %s

services are now so much in de-
mand that he almost "meets
himself coming back" from
calls around the state.

The value of this service to
law enforcement is known per-
sonally to almost every sheriff
here and hardly needs com-
ment.

However, buried in the mass
of statistics turned in by Agent
Thompson every month, is a
remarkable figure that should
provide conclusive proof to the
sometimes skeptical public,
that law enforcement officers
are interested only in the truth
and are as eager to clear the
innocent as they are to impli-
cate the guilty. Sixty-one per
cent of the persons tested since
the last Sheri ff's conference,
have been cleared of any com-
plicity in the crimes under in-
vestigation.

Identification Section
At this time nearly 5,000

fingerprint cards are being re-
ceived, classified and filed each
month in our Identification
Section. This is an increase
from approximately 3,000 per
month at the time of our last
conference.

Budgetary limitations have
kept this section continuously
understaffed. The fact that it
has been able to carry on is a
r e a 1 t r i b u t e to Albert B.
C r o u n d, Special Agent in
Charge, and his willing work-
ers.

In addition to directing the
complex operation of this very
essential section, Mr. Ground,
one of the world's foremost
latent fingerprint experts, has
personally made an average of
almost 3,000 latent fingerprint
comparisons each month since
1CO addressed you at the last
conference.

Records Section
By now, I think most every

one is familiar with the opera-
tion of our Modus Operandi-
or Method of Operation —unit
in the Records Section operat-
ed by Special Agent in Charge
Jim Hendrick.

Through the use of IBM
punched cards we can code in-
formation concerning both
known criminals and crimes
in certain categories. With an
electronic sorting machine it
is possible to sort through these
cards at the rate of 450 a min-
ute when information is needed
to develop possible suspects.

I think you might be in-
terested to know —and I am
speaking of sometime several
years awav —that it now ap-
pears possible to eventually in-
stall e 1 e c t r o n i c machinerv
which will do away with all
mechanical sorting. All infor-
mation on the punched cards
would be stored in an "elec-
tronic memory" from which
answers to questions concern-
ing the many millions of stored
tid-bits of knowledge would be
printed out immediately by the
machine.

Training Section
Since he appeared before

the last conference to tell you
of our new training program,
Special Agent in Charge of the
Training Section Berwin Wil-
liams has been as busy as a bee.

He has, with the aid of some
of you sheriffs and staff mem-
bers of the bureau, completed
ten law enforcement confer-
ences around the state on in-
vestigative techniques.

These conferences have been
attended by 228 law enforce-
ment officers from 33 different
Florida counties and represent-
ing 71 law enforcement agen-
cies.

No other activity of the bu-
reau has met with any more
enthusiastic reception.

In addition to these con-
ferences for active officers, Mr.
Williams —again with your help
and the help of our staff—
conducted four bad check con-
ferences for both merchants
and officers.

I think it is interesting to
note that 92 per cent of the
merchants who attended these
conferences requested that they
be repeated periodioally.

Field Services Section
As vou sheriffs know, our~

budget has prevented our hav-
ing more than two full time
agents in the field for investi-
gative assistance for over a
year now.

These two agents, Richard
Marsh and Henry Lovern, op-
erating under the direction of
Assistant Director Ross Ander-
son, have about run themselves
ragged in the past few months.
Frankly, I don't know how they
keep up the pace—while still
managing to keep up the ex-
cellent quality of their work.

These two men have been
almost exclusively engaged in
work on two big murder cases
for almost a year now. It seems
as though they will never run
out all the leads.

But, somehow, they manage
to squeeze in an occasional out-
side ease or two, once in awhile.

Most recently, Agent Lovern
was responsible for the fine
job of rounding up one of the
East Coast's biggest hoodlums
as he attempted to steal a stash
of already illegal arms that
were to be smuggled to Nica-
ragua.

(Incidentally, we don't al-
ways kill two birds with one
stone like that with our assist-
ance).
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Photo Report
on the

46th Annual

Conference
OF THE

FLORIDA

SHERIFFS

ASSOCIATION

Distinguished guests included State Comptroller Roy Green (left) ond
Brodford, County Rep. Doyle E. Connor, former Speaker of the House
of Representatives.

NAPLES, FLORIDA

JUNE 24, 25, 26

1959

, addresses a lunche
Collier County Sheri.

State Senator Doyle E. Carlton, Jr., of Wauchula
meeting flanked by his wife on his right and
E. A. (Doug) Hendry and Mrs. Hendry on his left.

~PS'+W+scf+,44'w+,',"',~eg4v;,

Lake County Sheriff Willis McCall (right) one of Florida's "flying Sheriffs" and a post-president of the Sher-
iffs Asso())iition, arrives by plane.

Naples Mayor W. Roy Smith, official conference
Sheriff Flanders Thompson, Sheriffs Association
and Collier County Sheriff E. A. (Doug) Hendry,
to right) .

greeter; Lee Coun
First Vice President;
conference host (le

Walton County Rep. Thomas D. Beasley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,

ing. Also visible ot the speaker's table (from left to right): Pasco County Sheriff

County Sheriff Emmett Shelby; Mrs. Beasley; Sarasota County Sheriff Ross E.
President; and State Sen. Travis A. Gresham, Jr., of Fort Myers.

addresses a luncheon meet-
Leslie Bessenger; Escambia
Boyer, Sheriffs Association

The Beach Club Hotql, conferet)ce headquarters, served a@fealf fry on the beachfront which was one of the Florida's Attorney General, Richord Ervin, was one of the distinguished

highlights of the program. This is a picture of the serving line. guests. Here hejs shown addressing the opening session of the conference.
C
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