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Sheriff solves
infant car seat problems

VERO BEACH —A grandmother called the Indian
River County Sheriff s Office (IRCSO) with a problem.
Two small grandchildren were visiting her and she
couldn't take them anywhere safely, or legally, with-
out car seats.

In most Florida counties the answer would have
been "Sorry Ma' am, we can't help you,

" but IRCSO
solved the lady's problem in a heartbeat by telling her
to come around and borrow two car seats free.
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Fortunately, the call came right after Indian River
County Sheriff Tim Dobeck had purchased three of
the safety seats and donated them to the IRCSO. Now
they are available for grandparents, aunts, uncles and
others to check out when they have tots visiting them.

"So often relatives with small children will arrive
for a visit not knowing that Florida has child restraint
laws, " an IRCSO spokesman said, "and the seats
donated by the Sheriff will enable the tots to travel
around safely as well as meet the requirements of the
law. "
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Checking out infant car seats from the Sheri ff's Office enabled
Air Force Capt. Nancy Robinson DuRant, Lace Ann (20
months) and Alex John (l month) to travel safely and legally.
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Sarasota wins Olympics laurels third year in a row.
SARASOTA —After the Sarasota County Sheriff's Office cap- Eddie Palmer, Corporal Dauid Hart, Deputy Robin Crane, Dep-

tured the Division II first place in the Florida Law Enforce- uty Harry Brayley, Deputy Mike Hulstein, Deputy Rocco
ment Olympics for the third consecutive year, the champs DeNenna, Deputy Gary Kraayenbrink, Corporal Chuck For-

posed with Sheriff Geoff Monge for a victory portrait. bis, Sheriff Geoffrey Monge, Deputy Chris Iorio, Deputy Del
Shown in thephotograph are: Front Row, I-r: Deputy Pedie Robeson, Deputy Ed Berger, Detention Officer Al Lumpkin,

Hipps, Corporal J'im Klein, Deputy Carrie Palmer, Deputy Deputy Joan Verizzo, Lieutenant Ed Anderson, and Deputy
Heidi Rodgers, Detention Officer Sergeant Johnny Yong, Bai- Ralph Lindemann.
liff Ed Kochis. Back Row, I-r: Lieutenant Bill Stookey, Captain

Volunteers receive
distinguished service awards

ST. A UGUSTINE —St. Johns County She-

riff Neil J. Perry (center) presents distin-
guished service awards to fiue ciuilians and
a state law enforcement officerin recogni-
tion of services rendered to the Sheriff's
Office. They are (from left) Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforcement Agent Gary A.
Nehrbass, who assisted the Sheriff in a
major drug trafficking case; William Arm-

strong and Clarke Moore, Civilian Handi-

capped Parking Lot Enforcement
Specialists (CHIPS); Bertha Hiers, a volun-

teer who coordinates uolunteer actiuities for
the Sheriff; Viggo Wood, who helped to
rescue a traffic accident victim; and J.Mar-

vin Canova, from Winn-Dixie Stores, who,

together with Lewis Libby, arranged for the
Sheriff to use the firm's special off loading
equipment in a drug interdiction operation.
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Rhoden's Retirement
continued. . .

giving money away, so we
always kept our money
sepax ate."

Nell's money has come
from 33 years as a school
teacher and administrator.
She retired this year.

When asked what percen-
tage of his charitable hand-
outs had been paid back,
Charlie declined to hazard a
guess.

However, Nell said there
were numerous offers of
cash this year from people
who had been helped by
Charlie in the past. Word
got around that Charlie was
in a hospital intensive care
unit, and hospital bills were
going to be very high. A
black woman who couldn't really afford it,
offered to pay back the $150 she had isceived
from the Sheriff when she wanted to take a bus
trip to see her grandchild. A man offered to pay
back the $18 Charlie had given him years ago to
keep the utility company .from turning off his
electrical service.

Apparently there vvere other similar offers, and
the . timing was excellent. Nell desperately
needed these and other gestures of community
concern during the spring of 1988 when the She-
riff was in a hospital fighting for his life. A series
of illnesses had climaxed with cardiac arrest and
a stroke. Eventually he came out of that ordeal
with considerable paralysis and began a slow
recovery with the help of therapy sessions.

When interviewed for this article, Charlie was
using a cane and learning to become a lefty
because the. ,stroke had impaired the use of his
right hand. He appeared to be wearing a brace on
one leg, and his speech was not quite up to par.
Nevertheless, he was showing up at the Sheriff s
ONce daily and seemed to be keeping his hand
on the helm.

What a letdown for a man who was hale and
hearty enough in 1987to spend 16hours tracking
a fugitive —a man who also demonstrated his
staxnina by spending six hours in last suxnmer"s
scorching heat helping to destroy a marijuana
patch.

In between these and other bursts of strenuous
activity, Charlie mas making plans to run for
r~lection one more time and thus stretch his

This family portrait of CharNe and ¹l/ Ehoden and their
two daughters, Ann fleftj and Eathryn, was taken in happ.
ier tknes —before Ann's death in 198tt and Charlie's dis-
abling stroke in 1988. The Rhodens almost lost Ann in 1977
due to kidney failuie, but she recovered after the Sheriff
donated one of his kidneys.

tenuxe to 36 years. This mould have allowed him
to equal the all-time record set by the late John P.
Hall, Sr., Sheriff of Clay County, but the stroke
that hit him on his 63rd birthday, April 15, 1988,
changed everything and forced him to announce
his retirement.

To give up the job he loves early in January,
1989,at the end ofhis present term, is bound to be
distressing for Charlie, but outsiders who have
never had law enforcement in their blood will
have difficulty understanding hi.s reluctance to
give up a public once that demands so much and
seems to offer so little in return.

They will fail to see anything attractive about
a job that, calculated on an hourly wage basis,
pays a measly salary —a job that has allowed
Charlie and Nell to take only one real vacation in
32 yeai's.

They spent five days in the mountains last
year. Prior to that the only breaks they took were
their infrequent trips to summer conferences of
the Florida Sheriffs Association. There were only
seven times in 32 years when Charlie felt he
couM cut loose from his night and day responsi-
bilities to attend the three-day conferences.

Perhaps Charlie has forgotten these and other
adverse aspects of his job, but Nell hasn' t. She
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En I985 when this picture of Sheriff Rhoden was taken, his
new jail, shown in the background, was called "the best
little jailhouse in Florida. "

remembers the many mealtime phone calls that
interrupted the rare occasions. when the Sheriff
had an opportunity to spend time with his fam-
ily. She also hasn't forgotten the late night phone
calls that sent Charlie off on dangerous mis-
sions, disturbed their two daughters and raised
her apprehension level several notches. She has
lost count of the many social events from which
she returned home alone because Charlie had
gotten an emergency call.

It seems that the Sheriff is prone to focus on
more pleasant memories such as winning six
election races and getting r~lected two addi-
tional times without opposition.

It's possible that he would rather let his rever-
ies dwell upon career highlights such as his suc-
cess in developing a.model jail —one tlat was
praised recently for having a record of no
escapes, no fires, no liability suits and no "black
marks" from state jail inspectors.

The jail was occupied in 1983with acapacity of
32 beds, but the core area containing the control
room, booking area, medical facilities and other
essential features was made large enough to
serve a much larger facility.

In 1985 two new sections were added, almost
tripling the capacity, but the core area remained
relatively unchanged and the cost to Hamilton
County taxpayers was unusually low.

By agreeing to reserve some jail space for
short term housing of federal prisoners, Charlie
obtained a federal grant that paid about half the
cost. According to a jail consultant's opinion, the
fees the Sheriff is currently collecting &om the
federal government for housing federal prisoners
will eventually pay for the jag.

This sweetheart of a deal is pleasant to contem-
plate, especially in contrast to the tough times
Charlie and Nell went through in the early part
of his career. The old county jail was about as
secure as a sieve, and. the entire Sheriff's Office
staff consisted of a bookkeeper, a cook for the jail
and one deputy.

Nell was involved to the extent that she super-
vised the jail and was on call to search or inter-
view female inmates,

Currently the Sheriff's staff numbers around
45 and Nell is no longer on call. Her number one
assignment now is to nurse Charlie through his
long recovery ordeal.

Meanwhile, although the Sherdf's trachng
days are over, there is another claim to fame he
oan pursue if-he continues the progress he has
made since he emerged from a hospital's inten-
sive care unit months ago.

He .owns 100 acres of fana land where he has
been raising cattle and growing sugar cane,
Each fall when he grinds cane and makes syrup
that is famous for its high quality, word gets
around and, friends show up to lend a hand. Their
real motive, of course, is to take home a bottle of
"Rhoden's Prime. "

This being the case, there's a new career wait-
ing for Charlie when his strength and stamina
reach an appropriate level. After 32 yeirs of
arresting people for "iaising Cain, "it's his turn
to raise cane on a big scale and become Hamihon
County's "Cane Syrup IGng. "

If that ever happens, people will say the cham-
pion Florida tracker has turned into the ultimate
Florida cracker,
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Legislative Update
continued. . .
file, but the file must be marked "confidential;"

3. The penalty for committing prostitution know-

ing that one is infected is raised from a second to
first degree misdemeanor.

Concealed Weapons Clean-Up
Chapter 88-183

Effective July 1, 1988
Amends s. 790.052, F.S., to provide that persons

holding active certifications as either full-time,
part-time, or auxiliary law enforcement or correc-
tional officers may carry concealed firearms off-

duty. Language is added to section 790.052, F.S.,
which states that it should not be construed to limit
the right of an off-duty law enforcement officer to
carry a concealed weapon as a private citizen. The
bonding requirement of section 790.052(3), F.S., is
eliminated.

Section 790.001, F.S., is amended to provide a
definition for the "sterile area" of an airport; and to
prohibit possession of concealed weapons in such
areas as well as the passenger terminal unless the
weapon is encased for shipment and checked in as
ba'ggage.

The act amends s. 790.06(1) to exclude machine
guns from being licensed as concealed weapons or
firearms.

The act provides that five years instead of three
must have elapsed since competency was restored
by court order for persons to be eligible.

Section 790.06(2), F.S., is amended to exclude
from licensing persons who have had adjudication
of guilt withheld or a sentence suspended on any
felony or misdemeanor unless 3 years have passed
since they fulfilled the conditions set by the court, or
expungement has occurred.

Section 790,06(3), F.S., is amended to authorize
the Dept. ofState to suspend a license or the process-
ing of a license application upon notification by a
law enforcement agency, a court, or FDLE and sub-

sequent written verification that the applicant has
been arrested or indicted for any crime which would
disqualify that person from having a license until
final disposition of the case.

Section 790.06, F.S., is further amended to pro-
vide that if a legible set of fingerprints cannot be
obtained after a minimum of 3 attempts, the Dept.
of State shall determine licensing eligibility based
on a fingerprint check by the Fla. Dept. of Law
Enforcement and an FBI name check.

Non-resident consular security officials shall be
granted a one-year statewide concealed weapon or
firearm license within 20 days of the receipt of their
completed application, certification documents and
nonrefundable license fee of $300.

3 Working Days/Waiting Period
The act amends s. 790.33, F.S., to authorize a

three-working-day waiting period between the pur-
chase and delivery of a handgun. Ordinances creat-
ing such waiting periods may be adopted by a
majority vote of the commission.

Open Containers of Alcohol in
Motor Vehicles
Chapter 88-22

Effective October 1, 1988
This law creates s. 319.1936, F.S., prohibiting

the possession of open containers of alcoholic bev-
erages in or on a vehicle being operated in the
state. Exceptions are passengers riding in chauf-
feured vehicles or buses and passengers in motor
homes longer than 21 feet. The act also provides
for counties or municipalities adopting more
stringent requirements.

Victim's Rights
Chapter 88-96

Effective on adoption of the Victim's Rights
Amendment to the Florida Constitution
This law amends s. 775.089, F.S., to require

courts to order full restitution to victims unless
clear and compelling reasons exist not to do so.
Such reasons must be stated in detail, on the
record.

Restitution is made a condition ofprobation and
a condition of completion of probation. The court
can require restitution within a specified period or
in installments. Payment must be completed
before the end of the period of probation, or within
five years after the term of imprisonment, or
within five years of sentencing. If not otherwise
ordered by the judge, it must be paid immediately.

The new law provides for the issuance of an
income deduction order which would apply to the
earnings of an employed offender.

The act also amends s. 914.22, F.S., to provide
that use of physical force, intimidation, threat, or
the offer of pecuniary benefit to any person with
intent to influence an official investigation; or
altering, destroying, mutilating or concealing an
object with intent to impair an official investiga-
tion is a third degree felony. Intimidating or
harassing a person to hinder, delay, prevent, or
dissuade their cooperation with an official investi-
gation will be a misdemeanor of the first degree.

Most importantly, the new law allows the courts
to consider statements submitted by the victim of
a crime as credible facts upon which to base a
departure from the recommended sentence under
Sentencing Guidelines. It also allows the victim of
a crime to testify or submit a written statement to
the Parole Commission at a parole hearing regard-
ing his views on releasing the offender.
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