
Proposal for the 2015 FSA Legislative Summit 

Name & Office:    Major Brent Coughlin       /     Leon County Sheriff’s Office 

Contact Information:       850-606-3664 

Issue: 

F.S. 951.22 does not specifically address cell phones or other electronic devices in county jails. It 
talks a lot about defined contraband as drugs and things that can be used to perpetuate an 
escape. Years ago we stretched a charge for the cell phone making it's way into the pod 
(housing area) and the fact that it can be used to perpetuate an escape. One of the problem 
currently is a cell phone that makes it by security screening and is being used to take a picture 
of an inmate through the glass throwing gang signs, then being posted on Facebook. If it makes 
it’s way past security, but not into the housing area, we lack the statutory language to charge 
the violator criminally. We can only take administrative sanctions. 

F.S. 944.47 (6) deals with state DOC facilities and specifically prohibits cell phones on the 
grounds and defines them as contraband. 

I would like to see the same or similar language in 951.22 to prohibit cell phones in the county 
jails. 

Statewide Impact:   This effects every county run jail. 

Funding Implications:   None 

Law Enforcement Impact:      Allows for the ability to charge violators criminally 

Opposition:  N/A 

Do you have draft legislation:  See attached 

The only debate I would think would be the language of “on the grounds” because that 
extends to the parking lot, so effectively a family member coming to pick up an employee 
from work would be in violation. It does need to extend to the interior of any physical 
structures however, because visitors are know for bringing cell phones into the common area 
of the jail, and leaving them (hiding them) in the visitors bathrooms for the trusty’s to find 
and move into the secure area of the jail. 



6. Any cellular telephone or other portable communication device
possessed on the grounds or intentionally and unlawfully introduced 
inside the secure perimeter of any county jail without prior 
authorization or consent from the officer in charge of such 
correctional facility. As used in this subparagraph, the term “portable 
communication device” means any device carried, worn, or stored 
which is designed or intended to receive or transmit verbal or written 
messages, access or store data, or connect electronically to the 
Internet or any other electronic device and which allows 
communications in any form. Such devices include, but are not 
limited to, portable two-way pagers, hand-held radios, cellular 
telephones, Blackberry-type devices, personal digital assistants or 
PDA’s, laptop computers, I-Pads, tablets, or any components of these 
devices which are intended to be used to assemble such devices. The 
term also includes any new technology that is developed for similar 
purposes. Excluded from this definition is any device having 
communication capabilities which has been approved or issued by 
the agency for investigative or facility security purposes or for 
conducting other county business. 

 (b)It is unlawful to transmit or attempt to transmit to, or cause or 
attempt to cause to be transmitted to or received by, any inmate of 
any county correctional facility any article or thing declared by this 
subsection to be contraband, at any place which is outside the 
grounds of such facility except through regular channels as 
authorized by the officer in charge of such correctional facility. 

 (c)It is unlawful for any inmate of any county jail or any person 
while upon the grounds of any county jail be in actual or constructive 
possession of any article or thing declared by this section to be 
contraband, except as authorized by the officer in charge of such 
county jail. 
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