
Proposal for the 2015 FSA Legislative Summit 
 

Name & Office:    Sheriff Grady Judd, Polk County 

Contact Information:       gjudd@polksheriff.org; 863-298-6647 
 
Issue:      Currently, as Florida statute is written, it is not a crime to possess images of 
“morphed” child pornography. “Morphed” images are those in which photographs of real 
children’s heads were morphed onto photographs of nude persons engaged in sexual 
intercourse, deviant sexual behavior, or masturbation.  The proposed bill would create a 
definition of “child pornography” and “minor,” mirroring definitions found in the Federal 
PROTECT Act, where “morphed” images are considered to be child pornography. 

 

Statewide Impact:   A bill would create a state wide standard that morphed child pornography 
would be illegal to possess, trade, buy, or sell.   

 

Funding Implications:   None 

 

Law Enforcement Impact:  Would allow investigation and prosecution of cases of morphed 
child pornography. 

 

Opposition:  Entertainment industry.  The key to this proposed bill is that it criminalizes the 
production of pornographic images using the likenesses of real children. Cases like Free Speech 
Coalition v. Ashcroft dealt with wholly computer-generated images of children that no actual 
child was involved in (court ruled that this was not child pornography).  Concern that was raised 
most often about this bill had to do with artistic license; apparently, some people take the 
position that the bill or others like it would prevent movie makers from using kids in sexual 
situations.  But as distasteful as that is, it would not fit the CPPA (Child Pornography Prevention 
Act of 1996) definitions being used in the proposed bill.  The present federal definitions are 
used consistently without issues in the federal courts.  Child pornography or the use of real kids 
to make a pornographic image is by definition not an art form; rather, it's obscene and the state 
has an overriding interest in protection of real kids 

 

Do you have draft legislation:  Yes.  HB 1385 & SB 1618 (2012)  
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