
Proposal for the 2015 FSA Legislative Summit 
 

Name & Office:  Sheriff Grady Judd, Polk County     

Contact Information: gjudd@polksheriff.org, 863-298-6647        
 
Issue:  Propose a bill authorizing certain law enforcement and correctional officers to 
administer oaths through reliable electronic means.   Years ago, officers had to locate a notary 
for their probable cause affidavits.  As a result, a law enforcement agency would need to have 
many officers/deputies to become notaries.  Along the way, the statute was changed to allow 
officers to take affirmations from other officers, but only for law enforcement purposes.   

Today, law enforcement is becoming more technologically advanced and has begun processing 
a number of documents electronically.  Two years ago, HB 953 authorized law enforcement to 
electronically submit a warrant to judge, a critical first step in creating a fully electronic process 
for all warrants.  Last year, SB 152 proposed to do the same by allowing law enforcement to 
notarize reports electronically.  It did not ultimately pass.   

Currently deputies in the field have to meet up between calls, have the affiant pull the 
document up on his laptop in the notary’s presence and then electronically sign it. This 
cumbersome process takes away from the efficiencies of having an electronic system.  The 
proposed bill would save law enforcement time and resources by allowing reports to be 
notarized remotely.  Appropriate security measures  

 

Statewide Impact:   Would apply to law enforcement and detention members state wide. 

 

Funding Implications:   Would make the process more efficient. No increase in funding. 

 

Law Enforcement Impact:  Very positive.  Would increase efficiency. 

 

Opposition:  Last year legislative committee staff were concerned about having proper security 
measures in place to ensure fidelity in the process.  Acceptable language was being developed, 
but it became too late in the process for the bill to progress. 

 

Do you have draft legislation:  Yes. 

An act relating to law enforcement and correctional officers; amending s. 92.525, F.S.; 
conforming a provision to changes made by the act; making technical changes; amending s. 
117.05(4)(c) and s. 117.10, F.S.; authorizing certain law enforcement and correctional officers to 
administer oaths through reliable electronic means; providing requirements; providing an 
effective date. 
 

mailto:gjudd@polksheriff.org


Proposal for the 2015 FSA Legislative Summit 
 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 
Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 92.525, Florida 
Statutes, is amended to read: 
92.525 Verification of documents; perjury by false written declaration, penalty.— 
(1) If When it is authorized or required by law, by rule of an administrative agency, or by rule 
or court order of court that a document be verified by a person, the verification may be 
accomplished in the following manner: 
(a) Under oath or affirmation taken or administered before an officer authorized under s. 
92.50 or s. 117.10 to administer oaths; or 
(b) By the signing of the written declaration prescribed in subsection (2). 
 
Section 2. Section 117.10, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
117.10 Law enforcement and correctional officers; administration of oaths.—Law 
enforcement officers, correctional officers, and correctional probation officers, as defined in s. 
943.10, and traffic accident investigation officers and traffic infraction enforcement officers, as 
described in s. 316.640, are authorized to administer oaths, via reliable electronic means or in 
the physical presence of an affiant when engaged in the performance of official duties. For 
purposes of this section, “reliable electronic means” is defined as the affiant signing and 
electronically transmitting a document to the law enforcement officer under circumstances 
reasonably indicating that the document was submitted by the affiant.  Oaths pursuant to this 
section are an acceptable verification as contemplated by F.S. 92.525.  Sections 117.01, 117.04, 
117.045, 117.05, and 117.103 do not apply to the provisions of this section.  An officer may not 
notarize his or her own signature.        
 
Section 3.  Section 117.05(4)(c) is amended to read: 
(c)  That the signer personally appeared before the notary pubic at the time of the notarization.  
This requirement does not apply to the administration of oaths via reliable electronic means as 
specified in s. 117.10 by law enforcement officers, correctional officers and probation officers, 
as defined in s. 943.10, and traffic accident investigation officers and traffic infraction 
enforcement officers, as described in s. 316.640. 
 
Section 4.  This act shall take effect July 1, 201*. 
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