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‘Sesame Street’ helps kids cope	  
By ADAM KREGER 
STAFF WRITER 
CHARLOTTE COUNTY — Nearly 2.7 million children in the United States have at least 
one parent who is incarcerated. 

Five of those children belong to Wayne Dalton, 36, who is serving out a sentence at 
the Charlotte County Jail for multiple charges. 

Dalton has been jailed since May, and he isn’t expected to be released until early 
2014. As a result, he missed spending time at home with his kids this Thanksgiving. 

Christmas is right around the corner. He is set to miss that too. 
“The hardest part is not being there to help with things,” Dalton said. 
The inmate has a 12-year-old daughter in Columbus, Ohio, but he has four children 

— ages 3 to 8 — living in Port Charlotte. He said his local kids visit him a couple of 
times a week. 

 “They ask every time why I’m not home for the holidays,” he said. 
To help the little ones better understand his situation, Dalton has taken advantage of 

a resource made available to him thanks to a partnership between the Florida Sheriffs 
Association and “Sesame Street,” which the Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office has 
agreed to promote. 

It’s a program called “Little Children, Big Challenges: incarceration.” 
“Sesame Street” has made kits intended for children ages 3 to 8. Each packet 

comes with a “Sesame Street” DVD, a guide for parents and caregivers, and a 
children’s storybook. The materials are free from the CCSO. 

“(My kids) are really young, but they understand I’m incarcerated because we don’t 
lie to them,” Dalton said. “That’s one of the things that program teaches you — to be 
honest with your children.” 

The DVD and book, called “In My Family,” also teach children that their parent(s) 
being incarcerated isn’t the child’s fault, and other family members and friends can take 
care of them. The program also stresses remembering the incarcerated parent. 
“Sesame Street” even introduced a new character — Alex — whose dad is incarcerated. 

“The program is very beneficial,” said Dalton, who regularly draws pictures and 
writes to his kids. 

The CCSO was one of the first agencies in the state to offer the resource kits after 
agreeing to distribute them following the FSA’s Summer Conference in early August. 

 “It is important that these young children and their caregivers find ways to cope with 
the separation, particularly with the upcoming holidays,” Charlotte County Sheriff Bill 
Prummell said in a press release. 

   Lt. Joseph Gaudette — support service commander at the Charlotte County Jail — 
works directly with the FSA. He immediately volunteered his agency to receive and 
distribute the “Sesame Street” kits as soon as he heard about them. 

 “I immediately jumped up and said, ‘Me, me, me,’” he said. “I wanted Charlotte 
County to be the first, or close to the first, to kick this off.” 

The CCSO received 100 kits about a month ago, and began offering them at various 
locations, including its District 2 Office at the Port Charlotte Town Center mall. 

Just before Thanksgiving, only a handful of kits remained available. More have been 
ordered and will be available soon. 

 “In my 21 years of working in detention, I always see parents on the inside,” 



Gaudette said. “Through visitations, you see their children are the ones that are 
suffering.” 

Gaudette said school resource officers and the street crime unit help to distribute kits 
because they know firsthand who may benefit from them. 

 “I can tell you, holidays are the most difficult times for the inmates and their kids,” he 
said. “And the most important holidays are around this time.” 

For information about where to get a “Sesame Street” “Little Children, Big 
Challenges: incarceration” kit, call the CCSO at 941-639-2101. 
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The Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office is promoting a “Sesame Street” program backed by the Florida 
Sheri›s Association that helps children cope with having an incarcerated parent. “Little Children, Big 
Challenges: incarceration” kits are free and include a DVD, a storybook and a parent guide. They are 
available at the CCSO’s District 2 office in the Port Charlotte Town Center mall. Toys R Us donated 
decorations for a display that ran through Thanksgiving. 
 
	  

	  
  Charlotte County Sheriff Bill Prummell, right, and assistant jail commander Earl Goodwyne discuss 
Sesame Street’s “Little Children, Big Challenges: incarceration” program. 
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