
FLORIDA EXCELLENCE IN BEHAVIORAL HEALTH ACT 

1. Medicaid rate increase to cover the actual cost of providing services. 

2. Designation of community mental health and community substance abuse agencies as “essential 
providers” in the Medicaid managed care program. 

3. Enact legislation expressing legislative intent that Florida aggressively pursue funding under the 
Federal Excellence in Mental Health Act and require DCF and AHCA to submit an application for 
federal grant funding. 

4. Enact legislation expressing legislative intent that Florida develop a contractual framework 
identifying comprehensive community mental health centers as Behavioral health homes for 
SPMI clients. 

5. Implement a comprehensive five year plan for the delivery of behavioral health services in 
Florida.  

a. Establish enrollment criteria to clearly identify DCFs primary priority populations and 
ensure the responsibility to pay for those priority populations are well established. 

b. Enact legislation that addresses Mental Health and Substance Abuse funding equity, to 
achieve the equitable allocation of state funds and promote equal access to services 
statewide. 

c. Codification of mental health courts, drug abuse courts, and veterans‘ courts in Florida 
Statutes.  

d. Review of s. 394.4655, Florida Statutes, Involuntary Outpatient Placement, for the 
purpose of ensuring it is consistent with judicial and law enforcement concerns, and to 
provide pilot funding for the statute appropriated in the sheriff’s budget. 

e. A newly designed system of care to fund CSUs (and consider the merits of combining the 
Marchman Act and Baker Act parameters into one cohesive Act. 

f. A loan forgiveness program for licensed medical and clinical professionals employed by 
community mental health and community substance abuse providers. 

g. Revisions to background screening requirements for workers in the community mental 
health and community substance providers system that would provide uniformity across 
state agencies, be cost effective, and allow individuals in recovery to assist in the 
provision of care and support.  

6. Explore options for a Medicaid waiver to serve persons with a mental illness or substance abuse 
issue who are at risk of entering or who are exiting the criminal justice system (prevention 
services, diversion services or transitional services).  The purpose of this waiver is to provide 
services outside the criminal justice system thus reducing the financial burden on state general 
revenue and local government and provide a more appropriate level of care with better long 
term outcomes. 

a. Legislative direction to require managed care plans to allow for these individuals to be 
served in appropriate community-based settings (community mental health and 
substance abuse providers) through a direct capitated payment mechanism with 
providers. 
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