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In the 1970’s and 1980’s, the state of Florida had more prisoners than bed space, which quickly led to 
overcrowding in prisons.  This overcrowding forced state officials to release criminals back into society after serving 
only a portion of their sentence.  With an influx of criminals back on the streets, crime in Florida escalated to 
record rates.  This caused Florida to be viewed as a dangerous place for citizens and tourists alike.  With this dark 
time in our state’s history, legislators pass laws requiring criminals to serve 85% of their sentence before being 
considered for release.  
 
Research demonstrates that recidivism is lower for offenders who serve 85% of their sentence, as opposed to 
those sentenced before the 85% law went into effect.  Therefore, these laws helped reduce crime in our state and 
Florida is now experiencing the lowest crime rates in over 40 years.  
 
New legislation is looking to bring Florida back to dark times by allowing criminals to be released prior to the 
completion of their full sentence.  Our state has seen what can happen when we allow criminals to be released 
early. It is important to learn from our history and to use the tools proven to reduce recidivism, like providing basic 
adult education and substance abuse services to inmates, before changes are made that allow the early release of 
prison inmates.  
 
To reduce sentences is unjust to victims and survivors who must live with the aftermath of the crimes and were 
often comforted by promises that the perpetrator would never get out of prison to hurt anyone else again.  
 
When criminals are sentenced to prison it is a contract to serve a set period of time for their transgressions. You 
wouldn’t allow a general contractor to leave a job site after completing only 50% of the work agreed upon, so why 
should criminals be allowed to do so.  Florida’s Sheriffs will do whatever is necessary to keep these criminals 
behind bars to serve their full sentences.   
 
Florida has a system that has proven to be successful at reducing crime and FSA sees no reason why this should 
change.  Our Sheriffs, state attorneys, and judges work hard every day to arrest, prosecute, and sentence those 
who break the law.  We need to do our part by keeping them locked up behind bars for the full term of their 
sentence. Florida Sheriffs have done their part by taking these criminals off the streets; let’s not allow them to 
return earlier than they should. 
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