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Seven Floridians die each day from overdosing on prescription pain pills.  Sheriffs agree this epidemic is a senseless 
tragedy that no family or community should have to endure.   
 
The cause of this epidemic is the improper prescription and diversion of highly addictive narcotic pain medication via the 
hundreds of pain management clinics, also known as Pill Mills.  The rapid growth of Pill Mills in Florida has brought our 
state into the national spotlight. 
 
Florida’s prescription drug abuse epidemic can be solved if the medical community, health regulators and law 
enforcement work from a unified strategy.  In 2011, the Legislature acted to create the Prescription Drug Monitoring 
Program (PDMP), which will store information on prescriptions for controlled substances.  Dispensing physicians and 
pharmacies have reported more than 21,248,872 prescriptions written for controlled substances since December 2010.   
 
While doctors are not required to access the database prior to writing a prescription for a controlled substance, the 
PDMP can improve the patient’s standard of care.  It is up to the pharmacies and dispensing physicians to upload data 
on prescriptions filled and distributed to patients.  The PDMP is also a highly effective tool for law enforcement to make 
requests for dispensing information that will help combat criminal conduct associated with prescription drug diversion 
and abuse.   
 
The impact upon law enforcement efforts is also compounded by the increase in crime associated with prescription drug 
abuse and diversion.  Major crime units report that 50 percent or more of their investigations are linked to prescription 
drugs: pharmacy robberies and home invasions; drug deals gone awry; murders; pill mill “patients” causing disruptions 
at adjacent businesses. Officers are being pulled away from other efforts to deal with these criminal actions.  
 
Studies done in other states such as Kentucky, a state known for having the strongest PDMP, suggest the majority of its 
users consider the program to be a very useful and efficient tool for detecting prescription drug abuse.  It is efficient at 
tracking patients' prescription records, and law enforcement officers regard it as an extremely useful tool to obtain 
information. In addition, it has been shown to reduce investigation times, which increases the efficiency of law 
enforcement - a priority during this time of reduced budgets.  
 
We expect the PDMP to also help stop “doctor shopping” in Florida, where criminals from states with PDMPs come to 
obtain prescription drugs for illegal use.  Florida Sheriffs stand in full support of the establishment and operation of a 
PDMP.  The PDMP will help reduce crime. It will improve law enforcement agencies’ efficiency in conducting 
investigations, thereby saving money and lives.  
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