
1 

 

MANATEE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

TRAINING BULLETIN 

NUMBER 2012-2       September 28, 2012_______       

 

Subject: Requirements of Law Enforcement Officers regarding Florida Child 

Abuse Hotline Notification related to non-caregiver child abuse. 

Purpose: House Bill 1355 is intended to have the Department of Children and 

Families (DCF) abuse registry act as a central repository.  Although non-

caregiver abuse will now be a mandatory report to the Hotline, DCF will 

only investigate caregiver abuse allegations. DCF will be mandated to 

forward all allegations of non-caregiver abuse to the appropriate sheriff’s 

office of jurisdiction. 

The purpose of this Bulletin is to provide information to MCSO deputies 

on their mandatory requirements to report non-caregiver child abuse to the 

Hotline, per the changes to FSS 39.201; and to explain the procedures that 

MCSO will use to satisfy the statutory changes. 

Effective Date: October 1, 2012 

 

Changes to FSS 39 or pertinent portions of the statute that affect Law Enforcement Officers (of 

special attention to MCSO Patrol Deputies, SRO’s and Detectives): 

1) FSS 39.201 (Mandatory reports of child abuse, abandonment, or neglect)  

a. (1)(b)  Any person who knows, or who has reasonable cause to suspect, that a 

child is abused by an adult other than a parent, legal custodian, caregiver, or other 

person responsible for the child’s welfare, as defined in this chapter, shall report 

such knowledge or suspicion to the department in the manner prescribed in 

subsection (2). 

 

b. (1)(c)Any person who knows, or has reasonable cause to suspect, that a child is 

the victim of childhood sexual abuse or the victim of a known or suspected 

juvenile sexual offender, as defined in this chapter, shall report such knowledge or 

suspicion to the department in the manner prescribed in subsection (2). 

 

c. (2)(b) Each report of known or suspected child abuse by an adult other than a 

parent, legal custodian, caregiver, or other person responsible for the child’s 

welfare, as defined in this chapter, shall be made immediately to the department’s 

central abuse hotline. Such reports may be made on the single statewide toll-free 

telephone number or via fax, web-based chat, or web-based report. Such reports 

or calls shall be immediately electronically transferred to the appropriate county 

sheriff’s office by the central abuse hotline. 

 

2) FSS 39.205 (Penalties relating to reporting of child abuse, abandonment, or neglect) 
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a. (1) A person who is required to report known or suspected child abuse, 

abandonment, or neglect and who knowingly and willfully fails to do so, or who 

knowingly and willfully prevents another person from doing so, commits a felony 

of the third degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 

775.084. 

 

b. (4) Any Florida College System institution, state university, or nonpublic college, 

university, or school, as defined in s. 1000.21 or s. 1005.02, whose law 

enforcement agency fails to report known or suspected child abuse, abandonment, 

or neglect committed on the property of the university, college, or school, or 

during an event or function sponsored by the university, college, or school, shall 

be subject to fines of $1 million for each such failure assessed in the same manner 

as subsection (3). 

 

c. (6) A person who knowingly and willfully makes public or discloses any 

confidential information contained in the central abuse hotline or in the records of 

any child abuse, abandonment, or neglect case, except as provided in this chapter, 

commits a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 

775.082 or s. 775.083. 

 

d. 39.202(5) The name of any person reporting child abuse, abandonment, or neglect 

may not be released to any person other than employees of the department 

responsible for child protective services, the central abuse hotline, law 

enforcement, the child protection team, or the appropriate state attorney, without 

the written consent of the person reporting…  

 

 

Examples and procedures for Deputies, Detectives and SRO’s. 

 

Non-caregiver Physical Child Abuse by an adult. 

1) Anyone 18 years of age or older who batters (causes injury through an intentional act) 

a juvenile. 

a. Example 1:  A 19 year old neighbor gets into a fight with a 16 year old and 

intentionally punches the 16 year old and causes a bloody nose.   

b. Example 2:  An 18 year old student gets in a fight on school grounds with a 17 

year old student and punches the 17 year old, causing a swollen eye and 

bloody lip.    

c. Law enforcement would normally handle these as a simple battery; the deputy 

or SRO will need to report these to the Hotline as non-caregiver abuse after 

October 1, 2012.  Example 2 would be called in and it would be explained that 

the incident occurred on school grounds. 

 

Non-caregiver Child Sexual Abuse: 

1) A juvenile victim of sexual abuse by a non-caregiver, or by a known or suspected 

juvenile sexual offender. 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0700-0799/0775/Sections/0775.082.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0700-0799/0775/Sections/0775.083.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0700-0799/0775/Sections/0775.084.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1000/Sections/1000.21.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1005/Sections/1005.02.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0700-0799/0775/Sections/0775.082.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0700-0799/0775/Sections/0775.083.html
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a. Example 1:  A 14 year old has consensual sexual activity with a 19 year old 

that lives in the neighborhood.  This would normally be handled by law 

enforcement as a Lewd and Lascivious; the deputy will also need to report this 

to the Hotline as non-caregiver child sexual abuse. 

b. Example 2:  A 15 year old is forcefully sexually battered by an unknown adult 

male as she is walking through the park from school.  This would normally be 

handled by law enforcement as a sexual battery by a stranger; the deputy will 

also need to report this to the Hotline as non-caregiver child sexual abuse. 

c. Example 3:  A 16 year old female student is at a high school football game 

and is given alcohol and drugs by a 19 year old male.  During the game a 

sexual act occurs on the school grounds between the 16 year old student and 

the 19 year old male and is reported to the SRO.  The SRO would need to 

report this to the Hotline as a child sexual abuse that occurred on school 

grounds. 

d. Example 4:  An SRO, Patrol Deputy or Detective discovers that a juvenile 

female student is pregnant.  This must be reported to the Hotline as non-

caregiver child sexual abuse regardless of whether it meets criminal statutory 

criteria or not.  If it is non-criminal, write an information report to document 

that you reported to the Hotline as required by FSS 39.201(1)(c).      

 

Procedures: 

1) If the non-caregiver child abuse is initially investigated by the Deputy/SRO/Detective 

and has not yet been reported to the Hotline, the following applies. 

a. All Law Enforcement Officers are mandatory reporters to the Hotline, per FSS 

39.201(d)(6).   

b. Deputies, SRO’s and Detectives can report non-caregiver child abuse to the 

Hotline by: 

i. Phone 1-800-962-2873 and follow the prompt for a L.E.O. reporter 

ii. FAX the information to the Hotline (available at each District, use the 

same procedures you have used in caregiver related reports) 

iii. Web-Based Chat or Web-Based reporting (currently under 

construction by DCF but not yet user friendly enough for deputies to 

transmit from their vehicles) 

c. Write the report with the appropriate criminal title or use Information. 

i. Document in the report that non-caregiver child abuse was reported to 

the Hotline, how it was reported and to whom the report was given.  

ii. Provide the Hotline with the MCSO case number and your name as the 

reporting deputy. 

 

2) If the non-caregiver child abuse comes from the Hotline in a Florida Administrative 

Message (FAM) and you are dispatched to handle the initial investigation, the 

following applies. 

a. Respond to where the victim or witness is to obtain information for the report. 

b. When writing your report, list the Hotline as the reporter.  This will prevent 

you from showing a named person as the reporter, which is protected 

information per FSS 39.202(5). 
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c. If you are made aware of whom the actual reporter is, list them as an Involved 

Other in your report; do not write in your report that they were the reporter to 

the Hotline.  This information is protected per FSS 39.202(5). 

 

 


