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Protecting, Leading, Uniting Since 1893  

Thank you for joining us! 
 

Please mute your phones during the presentation. 
 
Please do not put the conference call on hold. 
 
This presentation will be posted to our website this 
afternoon. 



Protecting, Leading, Uniting Since 1893  

Tyson Elliott 
Human Trafficking Director 

Department of Juvenile Justice 



What is Human Trafficking? 
• The recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or 

obtaining of a person for labor or services, through the use of 
force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of subjection to 
involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, slavery or a 
commercial sex act*. 

 
 



Force  
• Physical violence (imprisonment, torture, rapes, 

starvations, murder, beatings) 
Fraud 
• False or deceptive offers of employment, marriage, or 

better life 
Coercion 
• Threats of “force”, scheme, plan or pattern intended to 

cause a failure to perform an act, and make them 
believe that failure to perform that act would result in 
“force”, document confiscation, abuse or threatened 
abuse of legal system, threats to safety of family in 
source country 

 





Scope of the problem 
• 2012 TIP Report: 27 million people worldwide are victims. 
• 17,500-20,000 trafficked annually into U.S. 
• 70% of trafficking victims are female 
• 50% of trafficking victims are children 
 
“Exploring the analogy between modern trafficking in humans and the trans-atlantic slave 

trade” 



Anyone can be a victim. 
There does not have to be movement for Human 
Trafficking to occur. 



1. California 
2. Florida 
3. Arizona 
4. Texas 
5. New York 



Why Florida? 
 



• Tourism industry 
• Farm industry 

• Blueberry farms 
• Bean farms 
• Cabbage 
• Tomatoes 
• Sugar cane 

• Sex industry 



Sex Trafficking 
• Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking (DMST)/Commercial Sexual 

Exploitation of Children (CSEC). 
Labor Trafficking 
Domestic Servitude 



Recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or 
obtaining of a person through force, fraud, or coercion 
for the purpose of a commercial sex act; or in which 
the person induced to perform those commercial sex 
acts is under 18. 



Any sex act on account of which anything of value is 
given to or received by any person.  This includes 
prostitution, exotic dancing/stripping, pornography. 



Prostitution 
Exotic dancing 
Massage parlors 
Strip clubs 
Brothels  

 



Providing or obtaining the labor or services of a person 
through 
Threats of serious harm to that person or another 
Any scheme, plan, or pattern that places the victim in 
fear or serious harm or 
Abuse or threatened abuse of the legal process 
 



Housecleaning services 
Landscape and gardening services 
Large scale agricultural labor 
Construction sites 
Garment factories 
Hotels (housekeeping) 
Nail salons 
Begging  







• Mail order brides 
• Child care 
• House Maids 



Domestic Trafficking 
• 800,000 children are reported missing each year in the U.S. 

 
 
 
 

• Finkelhor D., Hammer H., Schultz D., Sedlak A. National Estimates of Missing 
Children: An Overview, U.S. Department of Justice, 2002.  
 



Domestic Trafficking 
• 13-15 is the average age or entry into pornography and 

prostitution in the U.S.. 
 
 
 
 

-NISMART, US Dept of Justice, Child Obscenity and Exploitation 
Section 



According to DJJ 
• In FY 2009-2010   55 children are arrested for prostitution. 
• In FY 2010-2011   41 children are arrested for prostitution. 



Between May 2009 and January 2013 approximately 
1200 children were named in reports to DCF under the 
Human Trafficking Maltreatment code. 



Of those 1200 kids, 717 had contact with DJJ.  2/3’s of 
those children had contact with DJJ prior to having 
their respective DCF Human Trafficking reports called 
into the Florida Abuse Hotline. 



 
 

What % of those 717 arrested children were arrested for 
prostitution? 



Armed Robbery   3  0% 
Agg Assualt/Battery  56  8% 
Robbery (other)   1  0% 
Obstruction of Justice(F)   2  0% 
Arson    3  0% 
Weapon/Firearm  15  2% 
Burglary     23  3% 
Auto Theft   3  0% 



Grand Larceny  15  2% 
Drug Laws (F)  8  1% 
Fraud/Forgery  3  0% 
Vandalism(F)  1  0% 
Vandalsim(M)  11  2% 
Stolen Property  1  0% 
Escape from DJJ  1  0% 
• + another Fel  5  1% 



Assault/Battery   201  28% 
Misd Sex Offenses  22  3% 
Petit Larceny   109  15% 
Misd Weapon   2  0% 
Obstruction of Justice(M)   35  5% 
Drug Offenses (M)  20  3% 
Trespassing    22  3% 
Disorderly Conduct  38  5% 



Alcohol Offenses (M)  4  1% 
L and P    6  1% 
Misdemeanor Other  1  0% 
Non Criminal Infraction   1  0% 
Pick up Order   14  2% 
Interstate Compact  4  1% 
No Offense   80  11% 
Total    717  100% 
 



13-16 is the average age or entry into pornography and 
prostitution in the U.S.. 

 
 
 
 

• US Dept. of Justice, Child Exploitation and Obscenity Section 











  



Invisible victims 
• They don’t self report 
• Don’t speak our language 
• Undocumented immigrants 
• Physically isolated or guarded 
• No access to communication 
• Don’t know where they are (city, state, or country) 



Invisible victims 
• Coerced into not speaking with law enforcement 
• Fear of deportation and fear of LEO 
• Don’t realize they are victims and have rights 
 



Do not speak English and are unfamiliar with U.S. 
culture 
Distrust outsiders, especially law enforcement – fear of 
deportation 
Do not self-identify as victims; often blame themselves 
for predicaments

 



Although many victims have been beaten and/or 
raped, current situation may still be better than where 
they came from 
May be unaware of rights or may have been 
intentionally misinformed about rights in this country 
Fear for safety of families in their home countries, who 
are often threatened by traffickers  



Kidnapping 
Overpopulation (disposable people) 
Economy 
Government Policy 
Exploitation of status 
Manipulation 
Fraud and coercion 





  



May or may not be from same ethnicity 
May or may not be from same country 
May or may not be US citizens 
May also smuggle drugs or weapons, money 
laundering, extortion and other related crimes 
Often use mom and pop set ups to achieve trafficking 
and smuggling 



May be part of legal business 
• May be contractors or sub contractors that provide labor for: 

• Diplomatic staff or foreign executives 
• Construction work 
• Agricultural work 
• Janitorial services 
• Restaurant staff 

Recruiters are often female 



May or may not be members of organized crime 
May or may not be members of street gangs 
Related criminal enterprises are: 
• Smuggling, transportation, harboring illegal immigrants, child 

porn, child prostitution, sex tourism 



“A Pimp says he keeps a ho in the hole because she is 
irresponsible.  But the real reason is that the more 
someone depends on you, the more power you have 
over them.  To master someone completely, they have 
to depend on you for everything.”  -”Pimpology, The 48 
Laws to the Game” 



Friends and family 
Organized crime 
Local gangs 
Smugglers 
Pimps/Madams 
Husbands 
Boyfriends 
Employers 
Basically ANYONE 



Recruitment 
• From the street 
• Schools 
• Malls 
• Myspace and Facebook 
Abduction 
Purchase or trade from another pimp 







1 girl charges $100.00 per act. 
10 “dates” per night = $1,000.00 
5 nights a week = $5,000.00 
4 weeks a month = $20,000.00 
12 months a year = $240,000.00 
 
One girl for one pimp.  Tax free.  





Routine call for service 
• Domestic violence 
• Disturbances 
• Assaults/battery 
• Sexual battery 
• Robbery 
• Homicide 
• Retail theft 
• Begging 
 



Victims will talk about owing a debt 
Owing a store 
A related party might push to interpret 
Security to keep people in not out 
Barb wire fence and/or locks on the wrong side 
Bars on windows 
Guards and guard dogs 



Medical health of the victim 
Legal or fraudulent immigration documents 
Weapons 
When patrol arrives, manager tries to deter or 
intervene 
Employees making complaints regarding pay 

 



Personal indicators 
• Injuries from batteries, robberies 
• Signs of torture (cigarette burns) 
• Signs of ownership (tattoos) 
• Malnourishment 
 



• Large amounts of cash and or condoms 
• Logbook 
• Receipt book 
• Multiple improvised rooms 
• Very little personal belongings 
• Alcohol 
• Lubricants 
• Timers  



  



















  



  







    























Allow victim to set length and pace of interview 
Do not make any promises 
Do not record initial conversations 
Separate victim from scene 
Separate victim from traffickers 
Interview at neutral site, not office or patrol car 











Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Levy, Gilchrist, Union 
Counties 

 
Homeland Security Investigations 

Agent Micah Miller 
Micah.S.Miller@dhs.gov 

 



Manatee, Sarasota, Desoto Counties 
 

Manatee County Sheriff’s Office 
Det. Theron Robinson 

Theron.robinson@manateesheriff.com 
941-787-3011 ext. 1905 



Lake County 
 

Lt. Todd English 
Lake County Sheriff’s Office 

352-343-9529 
Todd.english@lcso.org 



Marion County 
 

Sgt. Jerry Bevan 
Marion County S.O. 

jbevan@marionso.com 



Palm Beach County 
 

Sgt. Haas 
Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office 

561-688-4162 
HaasK@pbso.org 

Sgt. Patrick Bolton 
Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office 

561-688-4139 
boltonp@pbso.org 



Polk, Highlands, Hardee Counties 
 
 

Detective Eric Daniel  
Intelligence Unit 

Polk County Sheriff's Office  
www.polksheriff.org 

jd5185@polksheriff.org 
(863) 298-6200 



Broward County 
Sgt. Mike Tucker 

Fort Lauderdale Police Department 
MichaelT@fortlauderdale.gov 

(954) 815-3066 
Miguel Figueroa 

Homeland Security Investigations 
Miguel.figueroa@dhs.gov 

786-412-9376 cell 



Pinellas, Pasco, Hillsborough Counties 
 
 

 Det. James McBride 
 Clearwater Police Department 

 (727) 224-1789 
 James.mcbride@myclearwater.com 

 



Duval, Clay, Nassau Counties  
 

Agent Micah Miller 
Homeland Security Investigations 

Micah.S.Miller@dhs.gov 
904-386-3311 

 
 
 



Okeechobee, Martin, St. Lucie and Indian River 
Counties.  

 
Agent Van Lindsey 

Homeland Security Investigations  
van.lindseyii@DHS.gov 



Okaloosa County 
 

Investigator George Collins 
Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office 

gcollins@sheriff.okaloosa.org 
850-259-8013 



Orange, Osceola, and Seminole County 
 

 
Sgt. Patrick Guckian 

Metropolitan Bureau of Investigation (MBI) 
patrick.guckian@cityoforlando.net 

(407) 836-9756 



Hernando, Citrus and Sumter Counties 
 

 
Special Agent Edie Neal 

FDLE 
EdithNeal@fdle.state.fl.us 

352-279-1822 



Lee/Collier County 
 
 

Agent James Roncinske 
FBI 

James.Roncinske@ic.fbi.gov 



Miami-Dade 
 
 

Mariano Aponte 
Department of Homeland Security 

Mariano.Aponte@dhs.gov 



Tallahassee Area 
 

RAC Ralph Bradley 
Homeland Security Investigations 

850-942-8802 
Ralph.bradley@dhs.gov 

 



Bay County 
 

Agent Scott Springer 
Homeland Security Investigations 

Scott.Springer@dhs.gov 
 



Escambia County 
 
 

Chad W Berry 
Homeland Security Investigations 

850-432-3140 ext. 1235-office 



St. John’s, Flagler, Volusia, Putnam Counties 
 

Agent Micah Miller 
Homeland Security Investigations 

Micah.S.Miller@dhs.gov 
904-386-3311 

 



 
Tyson Elliott 

Human Trafficking Director 
Florida Department of Juvenile Justice 

Tyson.elliott@djj.state.fl.us 
 
 


