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Monticello teens indicted
in British tourist's slaying
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f you' re a new member of
the Florida Sheriffs Asso-

ciation, I'd like to wel-
come you to your first issue of
The Sheriff's Star magazine.
If you' re a loyal member from

the past, I'd like to thank you for

your continued interest in support-

ing progressive local law enforce-

ment in Florida.
As I travel across the state in my

work with sheriffs' offices, I meet many

citizens who are not aware of the prima-

ry focus of the Florida Sheriffs Associa-

tion.
Some associate us only with Youth

Ranches. Others think only of the law

enforcement side. Still others are under

the impression our membership is made

up of the 67 Sheriffs throughout Flori-

da, alone, and that we cater only to
their needs.

In actuality, the Florida Sheriffs
Association is a diverse organization
that is more than 85,000 members
strong with more than 3,000 business
memberships. Our primary responsibil-

ities include: promoting the effective-
ness of law enforcement through
education and training, educating the
public on crime prevention measures
and supporting the six Florida Sheriffs
Youth Ranches child care programs
which provide homes and guidance for

many of Florida's neglected and trou-

bled children.
As a popular credit card is known

to say, "membership has its benefits. "

In case you haven't thought of what

your annual pledge means, I'd like to
summarize the direct and indirect bene-

fits that are supported by your contribu-

tion:*Boosting the efforts of local law

enforcement by making resources and
techniques available to help solve crime

and give the communities back to law-

abiding citizens.*Gaining knowledge to assist law

enforcement officers in making your

J.M. "Buddy" Phillips
Executive Director

Florida Sheri ffs Association

community a safer place in which to live

and work. Through your membership
with the Florida Sheriffs Association,
you also have the opportunity to learn
how to avoid becoming the victim of
criine.*Receiving an annual subscrip-
tion to The Sheriff's Star magazine.
The Sheriff's Star is undergoing some
design and content changes in order to
bring you the inside edition on law
enforcement that you won't get any-
where else. We' ve added crime preven-
tion tips, stories on new crime-solving
techniques, profiles of sheriffs and their
personnel and in-depth reports on legis-

lation that will affect the criminal jus-
tice system and you.* Getting a free copy of the pre-
legislative Yearbook edition of the The
Sheriff 's Star with an up-close look at
your legislators and the hot issues you
should watch during the legislative ses-
sion.*An annual subscription to The
Rancher. Each quarter, you can find out
about what's happening inside the
Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches by read-

ing this fine publication. The FSA is
both the founder and an active partner
of the Youth Ranches and its programs.*An honorary member bumper
sticker to show you' re a supporter of law

enforcement in your area.
*Abumper sticker from the Flori-

da Sheriffs Youth Ranches to affix to
your windshield or bumper, also signal-

ing your support.*Additional items available for
purchase, including auto tags, lapel
pins, belt buckles, coffee mugs and more.

In the "Did you know"
department. . . ..

As background, The Florida Sher-
iffs Association is a non-profit educa-
tional and charitable association
comprised of the 67 county Sheriffs as
well as citizens and business owners
throughout the state who support and
believe in strong local law enforcement.
It's one of the oldest law enforcement
associations in Florida —founded in
1910.

Sheriffs from each of the 67 coun-
ties have directed and continue to direct
the efforts of the association. By work-

ing together, sheriffs' offices are making
a bigger impact on crime throughout the
state.

Your sheriff and local law enforce-
ment agency personnel look to the FSA
for support as they wrestle with special
issues or crime-related problems in your
area. They also participate in our
statewide Task Force program, which
coordinates mass sweeps of illegal nar-
cotics, drug dealers, and "deadbeat par-
ents" who are breaking the law by
eluding their responsibility for child-
support payments.

And on the budget side, unlike
many other membership-based organi-
zations, over 89/0 of our annual revenue
goes right into programs that enhance
law enforcement in all counties
throughout the state, including yours.
We do not employ telemarketers or pro-
fessional fund raisers and welcome the
scrutiny of all our members and the citi-
zens of this state on financial matters.

As you know, effective law enforce-
ment requires a long term, joint effort
and we thank you for being a part of
that partnership.

As we seek to find new ways to
serve our members, I'd like to invite
your dialogue through letters, faxes, e-
mail or phone calls. And with my first
Executive Director's column, I am mak-

ing a pledge to you —our readers —to
spotlight issues you' re most concerned
about in future editions of The Sheriffs
Star.

I hope to hear from you soon.

Sincerely,

J. Buddy" Phillips
Executive Director
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rime comes cloaked in many dif-

ferent disguises. A phony bank
examiner calls to arrange a meet-

ing at your home to verify deposit
records. A man who claims to be a home

improvement professional knocks on
the door —uninvited —and offers to
make you a deal on home repairs.

Every year Florida citizens lose
hundreds and many times thousands of
dollars in personal savings due to fraud.

Crime Prevention units throughout
the state are working to help residents
avoid becoming the victims of crime
through fraudulent practices.

"The biggest thing here is door-to-

door fraud, " says Lt. Jim Beche, crime
prevention supervisor for the Citrus
County Sheriff's office. The most com-

mon seams include door-to-door home
repair and other unlicensed activity, he
says.

Beebe's community education effort
to help Citrus County citizens avoid
becoming victims includes circulating
crime prevention publications through
neighborhood watch programs. A popu-
lar one is titled "Senior Citizens
Beware, " which was published by the
office of the state attorney, serving Mar-

ion, Lake, Citrus, Sumter and Hernan-

do Counties.

Armed Ivith crime prevention
techniques

"We give each person several copies
and ask them to take them back to their
family and friends, " Beebe says. "We

distributed over 10,000 of them last
year. "

He passed along some tips that can
help seniors and other citizens of the
state avoid becoming a target for crime.

Be suspicious of:jThe person who comes to your door—without being invited —offering to
improve your lawn, inspect your home,
or do repairs.
4 The door-to-door home improvement
contractor. Ask for a state license and
verify the license by calling the Florida
Department of Business 8r, Professional
Regulation's toll free number: 1-800-
342-7940.

Common Scorns:
HOME IMPROVEMENT
L Always get more than one estimate.
L Always get a written and complete
contract.
X Always verify that the contractor is
licensed.
4 Never pay in cash —use a check.
L Never pay for the job until the work
is completed and you are satisfied.

Crime Prevention Ti:
Don't Be An |as
Target for Fraud

PHONY BANK EXAMINER:
X Will appear very business-like and
well mannered.
X Will tell you that he or she needs your
help to catch a crook.
X Will often offer to take you to your
bank.
X Will ask you to withdraw your money
and give it to him telling you he will
need to check the serial numbers of your
money.
X Will have you wait for him or her, but
will not return.

CHARITY FRAUD:
X Check the charity with the Florida
Division of Consumer Services by call-
ing their toll free number: 1-800-435-
7352.

GENERAL PRECAUTIONS:
X Never let a stranger into your home
to use a phone. Instead, take the num-
ber and make the call.
X Never keep large amounts of cash in
your home.jNever let a stranger take you to a
bank.
4 Always remember that the promises
you make may be enforceable by law
even if not written down.

REMEMBER: The typical con man or
woman will try to gain your confidence.
He or she may appear to be a polite,
well-groomed individual. Regardless of
how he or she may appear, always
investigate and ask questions.

IF YOU BECOME A VICTIM:
Notify your sheriff's office immediately.
Only then can these people be prevented
from cheating you further or cheating
another victim. Don't be afraid or
embarrassed to call. 0
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onticello, FL, July,
1995. . . . Rural, quiet,
peaceful Jefferson

County is famous for its plant fr,'f(-r.

nurseries, watermelons, pecan
groves, picture book scenery,
deep south heritage and friend-
ly, "ya'll come" image. It is diffi-
cult to imagine a more serene,
pastoral, bucolic, "down home"
place —or rather, it was until
two prime-time murders with
national and international
repercussions jolted the county
all the way down to its antebel-
lum roots. Now it is unlikely
that the county or Sheriff Ken
Fortune will ever be quite the
same again. Jefferson County
residents have learned that vio-
lent, bizarre crime is every-
where, not just in cities or on
the nightly news. But, what
about Ken Fortune? What has
he learned?

To find out, Associate Edi-
tor Julie S. Bettinger went to
Jefferson County; and when
she came back, this is what she
wrote:

:lf', f„;;;

lrf(I' 'i'P,

gff1
'

r, rrrl

f

lj

When you ase watermelons for sale on the courthouse
circle, you know you' re In IWontlcello.
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B Julie S. BettinI er

Jimmy Fulford, Florida High-

way Patrol Trooper, murdered
February 1, 1992

Gary Colley, British Tourist,
murdered September 14, 1993

hese events marked major
turning points for Sheriff
Ken Fortune and one of

Florida's rural panhandle coun-
ties.

You'd have to be living in a
cave if you haven't heard of these
cases by now. Jimmy Fulford, a
veteran state trooper, died when a
bomb exploded during a routine
traffic stop in Jefferson County.
Gary Colley and his girlfriend,
Margaret Jagger, were sleeping in
their car at a rest stop on 1-10
between Monticello and Tallahas-
see. Colley was shot and killed
during a failed robbery attempt.
Jagger was wounded, but recov-
ered.

Three defendants received the
death penalty in the Fulford case.
The outcome of the Colley/Jagger
case is still undetermined.

Ken Fortune says he's learned
some hard lessons from the
ordeals. He said the cases have
caused emotional adjustment,
administrative challenges, and
personal sacrifices.

CASE ONE:
Fulford murder

"I was a trooper with Jimmy,
"

Fortune begins. He recalls how he
and his wife, Wanda, offered their
assistance when Fulford and his
new bride were making the adjust-
ments to married life on a law
enforcer's schedule. There was the
erratic duty schedule, nights alone
for Fulford's wife when he was on
patrol. And fear.

"She had never been married
to a cop,

"Fortune says, "she didn' t
know what to expect. " Somehow
the two adjusted. Still, nothing
could have prepared her for what
was to come.

Jimmy Fulford was a church
deacon —an outgoing sort and
well-liked among his peers. His
loss was felt for miles around.

"It was devastating personally
and to the guys in the depart-
ment,

"Fortune says.
Coping with his own emotions

was one battle Fortune faced.
Helping his officers to cope was
another. Then there were the
demands of the investigation that
involved an element that exceeded
his expertise —bombs.

"My knowledge of bombs was
limited to: they go off and some-
one gets hurt,

"Fortune admits.
At the crime scene, as Fortune

wrestled to sort out details, the
local Alcohol Tobacco & Firearms
(ATF) supervisor Bill Alfree pulled
him aside and told him about the
Federal ATF National Response
TI.'am. They' re the same team that
assisted in the World Trade Center
bombing and more recently in
Oklahoma City.

These bomb specialists are
made available on some state cas-
es, Fortune was told, and fortu-
nately, they were available to
Jefferson County.

"It took a lot of weight off my
shoulders, " Fortune says. "Not
much impresses me anymore in
law enforcement, but the investi-
gation they conducted —the way
they worked the crime scene —it
was unreal. They were on their
hands and knees, collecting little
pieces of metal in the grass and
dirt. But it took all of that to piece
it together. "

The Florida Department of
Law Enforcement's assistance
was also critical to the case, he
says, as the investigation spanned

continued on page 6



continued from page 5

the Florida peninsula, from Monticello

to Broward County.

The bomb had been planted in a
microwave oven and giftwrapped.
Prosecutors said it was destined for a
woman in Marianna who was a wit-

ness to a crime in South Florida. A

prisoner in a Broward County jail, and
brother to the man eventually found

guilty of making the bomb, was also
linked to the crime.

It takes a cop to know one
There was a question about what

made Jimmy Fulford open the
microwave oven in the first place. The
suspect transporting it was first
pulled over for speeding, and found to
be driving with a suspended license.
The car was searched. A sheriff's
deputy had been called to transport

"Hej uet knew- there vere
drugs im ther car"

the driver to jail and Fulford was
waiting for the tow truck.

"I know what he was doing,
" For-

tune says. "He was making an inven-

tory search of the vehicle. " Fulford
probably realized he had neglected to
open the gift wrapped package in the
trunk.

"He just knew there were drugs in
that car,

"Fortune continues. "So after
unwrapping it, he opened the micro-

wave.
"

The outcome was more than For-
tune or any of his men were prepared
to face.

"Death is a hard thing for any law

enforcement officer to handle, " he
says. "Every death I've seen is still in

my memory. It doesn't go away.
You' ve just got to make sure it stays in
the back of your mind. "

But this was an especially grue-
some death. Fulford was in a kneeling
position when he opened the
microwave. The bomb blasted a three-
foot crater in the ground and his legs
were blown off. Parts of the bomb and

the microwave were flung across the
interstate.

CASE TWO:
The Colley murder

The headlines dubbed it: The I-10
Tourist Killing. Fortune calls it sim-

ply: The Gary Colley Case. "He was
the [murder] victim, " he says.

It was 2:30 in the morning when
Fortune arrived on the scene at an I-
10 rest stop. "The deputy said the guy
in the car died in his hands,

" he says.
"The other victim was in the ambu-
lance. "

As soon as Fortune heard the
woman's British accent, he knew the
world was about to fall on his shoul-
ders.

The timing could not have been
worse. This was only two weeks after
a German tourist had been killed by a
man in South Florida during a failed
car jacking. That case was already
making international headlines.
European countries, one of the prime
origins for international travelers vis-

iting Florida, questioned whether
their citizens were being targeted for
crimes.

Fortune says he made sure the
Governor was notified immediately.
By noon the next day, Monticello was
making national and international
news. Reporters camped out at the
county jail for weeks. Fortune says it
looked more like a National Champi-
onship football game than a county
lock up. At one point, there were 12
satellite reporting trucks.

Calling it a media feeding frenzy
is an understatement. Still, as much
as the case has challenged the county
and state, Fortune manages to see the
bright side.

"I like to think that Gary Colley
did not die in vain, " he says. "The
case made people become very vocal
about juvenile crime. "

They were
finally convinced that juvenile justice
should be taken away from HRS, he
says. So much violence had been
occurring around the rest of the state,
he says, "but in this case rural Ameri-

ca had been attacked. "

The 1994 legislature put juvenile
crime front and center by creating the
Department of Juvenile Justice. And
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that was good news for Fortune and
his fellow sheriffs.

Ken Fortune says he never
thought he'd see the day when he was
considered a spokesperson for
tourism in Florida. However, people
from out of state kept calling to ask if
Florida was safe. His reply: "If I
didn't think Florida was safe, I
wouldn't be here with my wife and
kids. "0
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LESSON ¹1: Look out for
the mental health of your officers.

Fortune made a point to meet
individually with each person in
his department following Jimmy
Fulford's murder, spending time
with them on patrol to talk it out.
A team of psychologists from Talla-

hassee also held a group therapy
session for the officers and their
spouses.

"You've got to spend time to
meet with the officers individual-

ly,
" Fortune says. "If you don' t,

you' re going to lose some good
cops.

An accident like Fulford's
makes people in law enforcement
re-think their jobs. "It could have
been anybody,

" Fortune says.
"Anyone of us. Me or anyone else."

LESSON ¹2: The budget
takes a beating

Both cases have taxed Jeffer-
son County's financial resources
like never before. Even though For-
tune had some financial assistance
from outside of the county, he and

county commissioners are still reel-

ing from the financial blow.
"You've got to watch it, " For-

tune says. "The money's not going
to just magically appear.

"

A state grant provided $17,000
to recoup investigative costs due to
overtime duty on the Fulford case.

Another $100,000 that came
from the Victims of Crime Council

helped in the Gary Colley case. A

grant in the amount of $285,000
from the Bureau of Justice Assis-
tance also helped offset costs of
informants, investigation, rental
cars, gas, food and lodging for wit-

nesses in the trial. "Still, " Fortune
says, with the costs for depositions,

printing the depositions, expert wit-

nesses, psychological evaluations
and more, "It didn't begin to cover
it."

When asking for money, Fortune
says, "Beprepared.

"
"No one will just automatically

give it to you,
" he says. "Ifyou don' t

spend time on it, you' re not going to
get the money. You' ve got to sell
yourself, sell your department and
show them what you' re doing. I had
to tell my story 50,000 times. "

LESSON ¹3: Don't let the
criticism get to you.

Fortune says he has become
more knowledgeable from the Colley
case.

'It will wear on you. There was
a lot of negative press that in my
heart I knew was wrong. But you
can't lose your composure or they' ve

got their front page story.
"

There was an unfair portrayal of
the roundup of black youths, he says.
"I saw this one television show
where the cops were in blue uni-
forms handcuffing young black men.
Our uniforms are green.

"

"Besides, "he says, "do you know
how many young men we took in to
interview —total? Nine. "

The Reverend Jessie Jackson
accused Fortune of being "a southern
racist sheriff. "

"He had no idea what was going
on,

" Fortune says. "He was criticiz-
ing me based on what he saw in the
media. "

There were investigations into
Fortune's personal and professional
life by the Civil Rights Division of
the FBI, the Justice Department,
the NAACP, the Congress and the
Human Services director of the
state.
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"It got out of hand there for
awhile,

"
he says.

When there were no adverse
findings, the case was dropped and
never made headlines. It was a
non-story. 0

JAfersori!1 County"s burden of ele-
:,Fgt)8dl", 848te cogÃk c68tA', .";jp"ively, '!

PQIustr, 'age tPe riced for! jpcrey, s@
8t'ate @@'istanqe-to support Flori-

I'',':-:KavIr~s, 'W" '

",j~~;, :,soloist~~, @,lI~', ,

THE SHERIFF'S STAR 4 JULY / AUGUST I 995 7



SS Lagislati
' '

shows p
of better

Criminal
Compiled by Maury Eolchakian,

General Counsel/Legislative

Director; and Michelle E. Smith,

Legislative Assistant;

with foreword by Tom Berlinger,

Director of Operations

tor from prison, and protects the
agency from civil liability. The bill
also allows counties to deduct an
inmate's medical expenses from his
inmate jail bank account, and to
place a lien against any future bal-
ances. Additionally, the bill expands
the number of offenses for which a
blood specimen must be drawn for
DNA analysis. This applies to both
juveniles and adults.

ALLAHASSEE —This year,
Florida's recently completed
legislative session may prove

to do more for criminal justice and

your personal safety than any ses-

sion in recent memory.

All told, the 1995 Legislative
session passed significant criminal

justice and prison legislation long
advocated by Florida's Sheriffs.

"We're extremely pleased with

the Legislature's continued acknowl-

edgment that crime remains the
No. 1 concern on the minds of Flori-
da's citizens,

" noted Manatee Coun-

ty Sheriff Charlie Wells, the Florida

Sheriffs Association's 1994-95 Presi-

dent.
Wells, along with Pinellas Sher-

iff Everett Rice (FSA's Legislative
Chairman), Columbia County Sher-

iff Tom Tramel, and a host of other
Sheriffs "staked out" the halls of the

Capitol faithfully during the sixty-

day session, and their presence was

felt everywhere they went.

To provide our readers, with the
full list of bills passed would require

a special edition of The Sheriff's
Star. That's impossible. Therefore,
the following summary is limited to
significant bills that passed and will

soon become law.

SB = Senate Bill
HB = House Bill

SB 82- Crimes Against
Elderly/Disabled
Creates a new chapter of law which
provides for enhanced penalties for
commission of crimes against, or
exploitation of elderly or disabled
persons.
SB 168- Enhanced Penalties
Requires that serious repeat offend-

ers convicted of forcible felonies
such as robbery, burglary, and
aggravated battery, serve enhanced
sentences. The bill also focuses on
increasing penalties for certain oth-

er crimes, especially violent crimes,
crimes that involve children, the
use of weapons, and the death of
victims.
SB 2944- Sexual Predators
Authorizes the sheriff's office or
other law enforcement agency to
release information regarding the
presence of a released sexual preda-

SB 172 - Sentencing Guidelines
Revises the Sentencing Guidelines
Ranking Chart to provide for
enhanced penalties for certain
crimes.
HB 687- Prison Sentences
Requires that an inmate must serve
at least 85% of his/her sentence
before becoming eligible for release.
SB 94- State Prison Capacity
By statute, increases the lawful
design capacity of the state correc-
tional system from 133%to 150%.
The net effect will be the addition of
4,000 usable state prison beds with-
in existing prison facilities.
SB 56- Sexual Predators
Requires the Sheriff to notify the
public if, after a hearing, the court
finds that a sexual predator poses a
threat to public safety. And, the
Sheriff must notify a sexual preda-
tor who is registered or required to
be registered that he must go before
the circuit court of the county where
he resides in order to determine
what level of threat he poses.
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Law will take
driver's licenses

from young
graffiti vandals

Florida's young graffiti van-
dals will lose their driver' s
licenses for up to a year under a
new law that will take effect
October 1. Governor Lawton
Chiles allowed the measure to
become law without his signa-
ture.

Youths can reduce the
license suspension by cleaning
or painting over their graffiti.
Offenders too young to drive can
be made to wait up to a year to
get a license after they become
old enough.
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HB 67 - Contagious Disease/Emer-
gency Personnel
Provides that any law enforcement
officer or emergency rescue worker
who contracts hepatitis, meningo-
coccal meningitis or tuberculosis
that requires treatment or results in
death is presumed to have contract-
ed the disease in the line of duty,
unless proven otherwise.

SB654- Clothing Allowance
for Deputies
Clarifies that a Sheriff can pay his
plainclothes deputies a clothing and
maintenance allowance.
HB 103 - Service of Subpoenas
Allows for the service of witness
subpoenas by US Mail in the case of
criminal traffic cases, or second or
third degree felony cases. 0

—From USA Zbday

SB 102 - Victim Notification

Requires the sheriff's office to make
a reasonable effort to notify a victim

(or the victim's next of kin) of an
offender's release (including release
on bail) from the county jail. The
Sheriff must make notification
within four (4) hours of the offend-
er's release, where possible.
HB 41 - Sexual Battery by
Public Officers
Provides that a law enforcement
officer, correctional officer, or correc-
tional probation officer who com-
mits sexual battery by using hip/her

position of authority as an agent of
the government to commit the
offense, is guilty of a first degree
felony.
SB 576- Agricultural Officers
Allows an agricultural law enforce-
ment officer to issue uniform traffic
citations to those vehicles illegally
passing through an agricultural
inspection station.
HB 229- Police "Back-up" Officers
Requires the chief of a municipal
police department to have "backup"

officers, or to establish a means for
municipal officers to communicate
with the county sheriff's office to
request routine backup support.
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hen a public service repre-
sentative telephones you at
your home or place of busi-

ness to ask for your sponsorship, dona-

tion or "continued generous support" of
their charitable event or organization—do you react with a healthy dose of
skepticism?

According to a St. Pete VImes arti-
cle published this past spring —you
should.

In the article titled, "They Dial For
Dollars, Give Away Only Cents, " it was
revealed that in the majority of cases,
the biggest beneficiaries of charitable
solicitations were the independent
fund raising firms hired to act on the
charity's behalf. And worse, many
times the money raised was solicited
under the guise of boosting law
enforcement and fire fighting efforts.

The 21 law enforcement and fire
fighting groups registered to raise
money in Pinellas County were
required for the first time to disclose
their money-raising practices in Janu-
ary, 1994. When reviewed by the
Times, the documents and disclosures
told a surprising tale about the local
and statewide fund-raising practices:
Among the revelations:

1s Each year, millions of dollars
pledged with good deeds in mind were
spent on telemarketers, out-of-town
fund-raising companies and other
costs. Only a handful of the groups
managed to keep costs below the
industry standards set by consumer
advocates.

~ Two groups —one state and
one national —reported spending
more money on fund raising than they
took in. The reports showed nothing
was left for charity.

~ Some groups say they can do
little to direct more money to their pro-

grams, though examples of better per-
formance exist —including that of the
Florida Sheriffs Association and Youth
Ranches. Still, other group officials
say high costs are inherent in fund
raising. The president of one police
group called it "a necessary evil. "

You spent hoW muCh on
non-charitable purposes?

One example outlined how an $8
gift to a statewide non-profit police
program would be spent:

W4.ere
X3M JL~~x
I3~114%,x &

Mm XM 1;1a.m

~4k,XXX'

C3~x it~

~ $3.16 paid to solicitors who do
the calling

&~ 91 cents to cover office rent
where they work

1s $1.31 paid for the phones they
used

After other costs, the group was
left with 46 cents for its programs.
County records showed that about 15
percent ($391,000) of the $2.5 million
raised in 1992-93 went to the group's
programs.

The National Charities Informa-
tion Bureau says at least 60 percent of
a group's annual budget should go to
the purpose for which the money was
raised. In Pinellas, five of the 21 police
and fire fighting groups examined by
the Times met the bureau's guideline.
The remaining 16 fell below it.

The Florida Sheriffs Association
(FSA) rose above the pack. It spent 81
percent of its budget on its programs in
1992-93 and plans to spend at the 80.7
percent level in 1994-95.

The Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranch-
es, which the FSA sponsors, spent 65
percent of its budget on charity.

Executive Director Buddy Phillips
explained that the Sheriffs Association
does its own direct mail appeals, which
are cheaper than telemarketing.

"We're not paying outsiders to raise
money for us,

" he told the Times. "We

shy away from telemarketing because
of the number of complaints. "

In the majority of cases, other orga-

nizations cited in the Times article
were not using volunteers. The people
doing the soliciting were neither police
officers nor firefighters and to date,
there is no reliable way to catch them
when they intimidate mislead or vio-
late the law. At least not in Florida.

In Michigan, solicitation calls are
recorded and the tapes kept for 90
days.

Fund-raising a lucrative business—for the fund-raisers
Three examples cited in the Times

article suggested questionable prac-
tices.

~ A Fort Lauderdale company
raises money for three Pinellas-based
groups. Through their work, one of the
non-profit associations is collecting
hundreds of thousands of dollars in
that area. Unfortunately, they' re also
falling far below the recommended
guidelines for percent of monies going
directly to programs.

A fund-raising drive last year
brought in $307,583. Expenses chewed
up all but 15 percent. Just over
$46,000 was left for the association's
programs, which includes lobbying.~ A Tallahassee-based coalition
raised $171,231 its first year and spent
$176,570 on fund raising, No expenses
were reported for its programs.

The people who head the group
also own the company that is paid to do
the group's fund raising.

~ A national association sought
$5 donations last year from Pinellas
residents. Nationally, the group report-
ed raising $7.4 million from December
1992 to March 31. It spent $9 million
on fund-raising expenses and reported
no expenses for its programs.

According to state and local offi-
cials, there is no way to regulate how
much of a group's donations must be
spent on charity because the U. S.
Supreme Court has ruled that it would
inhibit free speech.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: There are
certain precautions you can take to
assure your support for charitable pro-
grams and public service is not wasted.
The best way is to ask questions about
the group and how much it spends for
fund-raising. Don't accept vague
answers. State law requires groups to
mail a financial report within 14 days if
you request it. 0

!0 THE SHERIFF'S STAR 4 JULY / AUGUST 1999



Drugs and Weapons Seized,
Arrests Made During Second
Task Force of 1995

Over f,800 arrests and the confisca-
tion of drugs and street level narcotics
valued at $28,432,5f0.

hat's the result of the Florida Sheriffs Association Task
Force Operation "Narcotic Enforcement" which took
place May 31 and June 1 and involved all 67 counties

throughout Florida.
Sgt. Bob Diemer, from the Pinellas County Sheriff's

office, coordinated the effort and reported that the crack
down resulted in 2,498 drug related charges, and seizure of
$521,360 in currency; 110vehicles valued at $459,129; and 69
firearms valued at $15,875.

Teams of deputies assisted by local, state and federal law
enforcement agencies used a variety of
investigative techniques to carry out the
crackdown, such as reverse sting drug
sales, buy/bust operations and service of
search warrants.

Despite a hurricane looming in the
Gulf of Mexico, which caused torrential
rains in many northwestern counties,
the operation was a tremendous success,
according to Leon County Sheriff Eddie
Boone, FSA Task Force vice chairman.

"This operation is viewed as a major
league success, "Boone told reporters at a
press conference following the narcotics
sweep.

During the Task Force effort, all
sheriffs were in communication,
exchan in information and usin the

l=.oIlonIIna, a Pi'jis ccniference, tslfIvlclonc:end nrlnt inzcdls
~ANik:flunk'~. IQ nlCMi' tO flIIId Out icncrc abcznut the Nnr

~n/c u&Itcs~f 'rnnR:. il:orei':::niIul+ which: rssuncd Ink:,4}8~a.rcl@ff,~nC. ,'..nnfl snWTS Of:;OSZf, Zoe In cufdnnIcy-, :,f10
vshlcnles'iii'i@el lwe, fllnnnni,

"The number of weapons seized —some of which were
fully automatic —underscores the fact that drugs and vio-
lence go hand-in-hand, " said Sgt. Diemer. That made the

Narcotic Enforcement effort a big contrib-
utor in prevention of violent crime.

The two-day campaign is the first of
many similar operations which will be
mounted in the future. "They will send a
clear and convincing message to those
who plague our society with drugs and
violence, "Boone said.

History of success
The Florida Sheriffs Association

Task Force was created in 1989 in
response to the rising epidemic of crack
cocaine. A task force dubbed "Operation
Rock Pile" was conducted throughout the
state. It served as a forerunner to the con-
cept of statewide coordinated task force
operations.

In the task force plan, the state is
divided into six geographic zones. Each

FSA as a central clearinghouse.
"The coordinated effort makes the "'4tI4'» +:,„

zzdifference, Boone said. There s activity
in all parts of the state and across county ."-O'I

lines. Sharing intelligence information
is the name of the game. That exchange

zone has a shezzff as chanman and sooth.i''"' ' 'jj;~:~"": er as vice chairman. The entire operation
":jjjy~",'~i' Q''.IIIInI:i+~n, ':.: is under the direction of Sheriff Everett S.

'
-':::: Rise, Pinellas County, who serves as state

of information helps us to know who' s
making county to county buys.

"

The Florida Sheriffs' Association Task Force was created
to coordinate statewide law enforcement efforts in areas of
particular public concern. The first of the this year's opera-
tions was conducted in March, when Sheriffs' deputies
throughout Florida focused on a full-scale round up of "Dead-
beat parents" who were avoiding payment of child support.
Based on the success of that effort —which yielded $500,000
in child support payments - -the sheriffs in the state called
upon the task force to also centralize the efforts for narcotics
enforcement and send a loud and clear message to drug traf-
fickers that illegal narcotic activity will not be tolerated.

..::.: chairman. He may draw on any of the
other 67 sheriffs for personnel to spear-

head particular phases. Presently the task force is becoming
increasingly computerized, thus providing access to informa-
tion and resources for even the smallest departments.

The coordinated effort is seen as a major leap forward in
isolating the criminal element —and not allowing them to
avoid prosecution by moving through the state or within their
county.

Although future special efforts can't be revealed, Boone
pledged that the Florida Sheriffs Association would continue
its Task Forces to make significant strides in fighting crime. o
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Charlie Rhoden's

death on July 3,
revived tales of his

uncanny ability

JASPER —When former Hamilton
County Sheriff Charlie Rhoden died on

July 3, his passing at the age of 70 gave

old timers an opportunity to recall his

uncanny ability to track fugitives, as
well as his remarkable ability to win

eight consecutive elections and retire
undefeated.

His 32 years in office (1956-88)
placed him within four years of Florida's

all-time tenure record for Sheriffs.

But, it was his ability to capture
fleeing felons that made him a legend in

his time. According to Hamilton County

folklore, Charlie could track down bad

guys with or without a dog, across fields

and streams, and actually on paved
roads where footprints are usually invis-

ible.
The files of The Sheriff's Star offer

a few examples:
Consider the gunslinger who

shot and ran, leaving heavy brogan
tracks until he reached a paved road.
Charlie, unaided by a dog, tracked him

,IfrIIfierIfltsIIE

This 1985 photo shows former Hamilton
County Sheriff Charlie Rhoden with jail dock-
ets dating back to 1957 in which he posted
nearly all of the jail bookings. In this small,
rural county he not only locked 'em up, but

also wrote 'em up.

through a pulpwood yard, along a paved

road and right up to his front door.
~ And then there was the holdup

suspect who was caught before he could

spend any of his convenience store loot.
Charlie caught him pronto, even though

he had to follow his trail at night, on and

off a paved road.
~ One of Charlie's greatest dis-

plays of persistence occurred when,
accompanied by deputies, he trailed a

fugitive through the woods and across a
pond. He lost the trail a couple of times,
but kept moving by instinct until he
picked it up again and stopped at a thick
stand of huckleberry bushes. The search
party was in favor of beating the bushes,
but Charlie told them to lay low and the
fugitive would think they had given up
the chase. "He' ll come out,

"said Charlie,
and sure enough he did.

Although he was a quiet man,
Charlie didn't have a quiet, peaceful
career. He bore the scars of a bullet that
pierced his body from shoulder to shoul-

der, barely missing his spine. He admit-

ted he "saw stars" after a jail inmate
clobbered him during an unsuccessful
escape attempt. However, it was a very
serious stroke on his 63rd birthday, April

15, 1988, that finally laid him low and
caused him to speed up his retirement
plans.

Charlie was a lawman skilled at his
craft, but he will be remembered longest
for the handouts he quietly slipped to
transients, unemployed constituents
faced with having their utilities turned
off, and an impoverished grandmother
needing a bus ticket so she could visit
her first grandchild.

This man didn't merely make his
mark in Hamilton County —he cut him

a big swath. 9

Training + Professionalism =

Accreditation

In an exciting and historic step forward in assuring

professionalism for all law enforcement officers in the

state of Florida, the Florida Sheriffs Association and the

Florida Police Chiefs Association have combined forces

and created the Commission for Florida Law Enforce-

ment Accreditation, Inc.
This program is designed to enable all Florida law

enforcement agencies to participate and comply with uni-

form standards that are workable, practical, easily
understood and specific to Florida.

First announced in the Yearbook Edition of the Sher-

iff's Star, the commission members have made great
strides in establishing the program. Four sheriffs, four

chiefs of police and one representative each from the
Association of Counties, League of Cities, and the Judi-

ciary serve on the Accreditation Commission with St.
Johns County Sheriff Neil J.Perry serving as chairman.

A meeting held in Ocala this past April produced the
latest draft of the standards, which are expected to be
finalized in the very near future. A fee structure will also

be established before the program for accepting agencies
into the process of accreditation can begin.

Several pilot agencies have been selected as initial
participants in the process. They are: Leon, Columbia,

Sarasota, and Pasco County Sheriffs' Offices; and Ft.
Lauderdale, Homestead, and Biscayne Park Police
Departments.

There are numerous benefits for agencies to become

accredited, including lessening liability and developing a
better partnership with the community.

By jointly establishing a Florida Law Enforcement
Accreditation Program based on positive and attainable
standards and procedures, Florida law enforcement lead-

ers will keep their agencies on the leading edge of profes-

sional law enforcement. 0
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"Law Enforcement Officer
of the Year" named

Two Sheriff's Deputies were among those honored during

the Florida Retail Federation "Law Enforcement Officer of the
Year" ceremony which took place at this year's Law Enforce-

ment Games in Tallahassee.

Deputies Ivan Pato and Richard Tarrant, of the Broward

County Sheriff's Office ( Ft. Lauderdale ), were first runners-up

for the prestigious award. Officer Thomas Matava of the Del-

ray Beach Police Department was named the 1995 Florida
Retail Federation Law Enforcement Officer of the Year. Second

runner-up was Ronald Ghianda, a detective with the West

Palm Beach Police Department. The finalists were selected
from over 50 nominations from around the state, representing

various sectors of Florida's law enforcement community.

Nominated by Broward County Sheriff Ron Cochran, Pato
and Tarrant received numerous accolades over the past year
recognizing their success in implementing programs to enhance

communication and trust between the law enforcement officers

and the citizens they serve. Their efforts have resulted in the

establishment of six neighborhood associations, a successful

National Night Out on Crime celebration, and several other

programs, including: Red Ribbon Week, a Safe House Program

in which homes in their "adopted" South Dania community are

identified and marked so that children can seek safety there if

they feel threatened; MAD DADS, and Business and Neighbor-

Broward County Sheriff's Office Deputies Richard Tarrant (left) and
Ivan Peto (center) take center stage to accept their First Runner Up
awards during the 1995 Florida Retail Federation "Law Enforcement
Officer of the Year" program which took place at the opening cere-
monies of the Law Enforcement Games. Calvin Ross (right), secre-
tary for the Florida Juvenile Justice Department and former chief of
police for the Miami Police Department, presented the awards.

hood Watch Programs.

As first runners-up, Pato and Tarrant each received $1,500
cash awards and personalized plaques recognizing the honor.

The Florida Retail Federation Law Enforcement Officer of
the Year program has been an annual event since its inception
in 1974. The purpose of the program is to support and encour-

age outstanding police work throughout the state and to recog-
nize the important contributions made by Florida's law
enforcement professionals in promoting safety and security in
places of business. 0

It's been an active summer for sheriff's

offices —and we don't just mean chasing

criminals.

Sheriffs and deputies from around

the state joined other athletic types from

the Florida Department of Law Enforce-

ment, the Department of Corrections,

police departments, FBI, and Customs to

compete during the 1995 Law Enforce-

ment Games held June 18 - 24 in Talla-

hassee.

More than 4,000 participants repre-

senting a total of 130 agencies coinpeted

in everything from table tennis to a tri-

athlon.

Perhaps the most anticipated event

was the "Toughest Cop Alive" contest
which included a 3-mile run, shotput

competition, 100-meter dash, 100-meter

swim, rope climb, bench press, pull-ups,

and obstacle course.

Barbara Weber, a deputy with the
Jacksonville Sheriff's Office, proved to be

the "toughest" competitor in the women' s
"Toughest Cop Alive, " as she walked
away with the Gold title in the Women' s
Open division. Weber was also winner of

the "Toughest Cop Alive" title which was

awarded during the 1994 International

Police Olympics.

Other "Tough Cop" winners from
Sheriff's Offices, include:

GOLD

Thomas Stroup, Orange County,
Men's Master Division

Danny Perkins, Jacksonville, Men' s

Sheriffs' Offices Bring Home the Gold ~ ~ ~ and

the Silver. . . and the Bronze

Senior Master Division

John Candler, Broward County,
Men's Golden Master Division

Karen Blood, Sarasota County,

Women's Senior Division

Carrie Palmer, Sarasota County,

Women's Master Division

SILVER

David Clark, Alachua County,
Men's Open

Phil Rivers, Leon County, Men' s
Golden Master

Catherine Crow, Sarasota County,

Women's Open

BRONZE

Tony Molinda, Orange County,
Men's Open

Congratulations to all of the sher-

iffs, deputies and other law enforcement

officers for their grand performance at
the Law Enforcement Games. 0
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Youth Riches Honor Roll continued. . .
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School behind bars gets high marks

TAMPA —A survey of two dozen education programs in

county jails around the nation gave high marks to the
"school behind bars" provided in the Hillsborough County

Jail by the Hillsborough County Sheriff's Office.

Schoolrooms in the "slammer" offer training to about

5,000 inmates per year, teaching basic literacy, sewing, cook-

ing, horticulture and carpentry. There are also self-improve-

ment courses dealing with alcoholism, drug abuse, AIDS
awareness, nutrition, job hunting tips and parenting skills.

Linda G. Smith, an assistant professor of criminology at
the University of South Florida, conducted the wide ranging
schools-in-jails survey as part of a study to be published in

The Prison Journal. She found that Hillsborough inmates

who participated in computer-assisted literacy training
advanced about 2.4 grade levels in six weeks. That's the
average. Others did even better.

In an editorial salute praising the Sheriff's program,
The Tampa Tribune declared that the need for basic educa-

tion opportunities in jails is undeniable. "A person who can-

not read is nearly unemployable in the 1990s," stated the

Tribune. "But if an inmate learns to read or picks up a mar-
ketable skill while in jail, and that person finds a job, then a
onetime convict becomes a taxpayer repaying the system
instead of draining it."0

"Busy guy" pauses for an award

TALLAHASSEE —When Leon County Sheriff's Sgt. Paul
Phillips was chosen Law Enforcement Officer of the Year by
the Committee of 99 in recognition of his general excellence
in crime prevention activities, his boss applauded.

"You find that many dependable, talented officers like
Sgt. Phillips can go through a whole career and never be rec-
ognized, " said Sheriff Eddie Boone after the award was
announced.

He nominated Phillips, whose law enforcement career
spans 28 years and includes eight years in the Sheriff's
crime prevention unit.

" Sgt. Phillips coordinates more than 500 crime preven-
tion programs each year, " said Boone. "This guy stays
busy!" 0
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Youth Ranches Honor Roll continued. . .
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Sheriff's verdict: "A job well done"
BROOKSVILLE —Hernando County Sheriff Tom Mylander (right) pre-
sented an Employee of the Quarter Award to Richard Foti and praised
him for his handling of press passes, public passes and courtroom
seating during a highly sensitive murder trial. "His actions and
efforts were of utmost importance, " said Mylander. Foti is a Public
Service Aide in the Sheriff's Office.

His work load was —in a word —impressive
BROOKSVILLE —During the first three months of 1995 Detective Joe
Ramby ( left) processed an extremely large number of background
checks for applicants seeking Community Personnel Services posi-
tions in the Hernando County Sheriff's Office. As a result, he was
chosen Deputy of the Quarter and received his award from Sheriff
Tom Mylander.
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MEMBERSHIP ITEMS ORMR FORM

Cl Mrs. 0 Ms. 0 Mr. 0 Miss

Name (Please print)

Residential Mailing Address

City State Zip Code

Please make check or money order payable to

FLORIDA SHERIFFS ASSOCIATION

PO. BOX 12519, TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32317-2519

I wish to purchase:

No. *Automobile tags at $10.00 each. $

*Lapel pin(s) at $8.00 each. $

*Belt buckle(s) at $15.00 each. $

'Watches at $165.00 ea. Style No. Face No. $

*Hats ( Q white or 0 green ) at $12 ea.

*Coffee Mugs at $12 ea. $

(postage & handling costincludedin prices j Total $

'Please add 6% Sa/es Tax for membershipitems $

(Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for shipping) Total enclosed $

' Add .5% or 1% discretionary sales surtax if applicable.

if you would like to renew your membership at this time please make out a separate

check for $20. Membership Dues are deductible for income tax purposes.


