
Edmaxd L PGBasce
named FSAS

CORI%CTIONAL
OFFICER OF THE STARi ONTE VEDRA BEACH —For the past several
years, FSA has named an annual deputy sherifF

of the year. This year, we' ve initiated a similar award
for correctional oKcers, but only officers who work for
a sherifF are eligible fox the award. . Edwaxd L. Pellasce
ofBrevard County SherifF's Office has been named the
1993Correctional 0%ocr of the Year.

The award was presented to Pellasce at FSA's
Mid-%inter SherifFs Conference held here on January
25.

Pellasce is a 4-year veteran of Brevard SO who,
after only two years on the job, was named then train-

ing officer aftex' "displaying skills far beyond his years
of service, "noted his boss, Sheriff Jake Miller.

The judges chose Pellasce for his overall achieve-
ment in several areas. During 1998,he was responsi-
ble for tracking the training records for over 200 fellow

officers; coordination of the corrections basic and aux-
iliary academies as well as mandatory retxaining and
salary incentive courses; arranging 150jail tours for
visitors and dignitaries; coordination ofBrevard Coun-
ty's JASP Program; presenting dozens of public talks
w'ith and without inmates at his side; serving as an
instructor and range master for the entire sheriff's
ofFice; and participating as a member of the corrections
response team,

Pellasce is also an experienced videographer who,
armed with his journalism assignments in the mili-

tary, has almost single-handedly produced many
videos on an array of topics, including Brevard Coun-
ty's 1-Cent Sales Tax Referendum, Jail Orientation,

um Security Orientation, and a video version of
Brevard County SherifFs Office Annual Report.

TITQSVILI.E - Sheriff Jake Nllller (L) conlratulatea C. 0.
Echaard Pellaace, the FSA Correctional ONcar of the Year.

Two co-finalists were also recognized for their
achievements.

The first was C.O. Scott D. Young of St. Lucie
County. Young was cited for, among other things, vol-
unteering to serve as "Captain Crimestopper„" a very
public figure who works to promote safety and crime
prevention to the kids of the Treasure Coast area.

In addition, Young took the law enforcement
crossover training on his own time, just to enhance
his personal skills, "xeports Sheriff Bobby Knowles,
"and those skills paid off last July, vrhen Young was on
vacation in Las Vegas. " Young was in the lobby of the
Riviera Hotel when he noticed a patron fall over from
what he assessed was a heart attack.

Without regard for his own personal safety, Young
initiated CPR on the man. Hospital officials wrote to
Sheriff Knowles later noting that, "without the fast
action of Scott Young, this man would have never sur-
vived, . . . CDll1lBM'd DN PPg8 2
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The second co-6nalist was C.O.
Stephen M. Comboxii of Indian
River County. Comboni was recog-
nized for the quick-thinking action
he took February 5, 1998.

Coxnb'oxii was overseeing an
ixunate road crew who were clean-
ing up a roadside near the Vexo
Beach %al-Mart. He casually
looked tovrards the store when he
noticed the suspicious action of 2
men near the outdoor garden cen-
ter. Civilians then started yelling
that there was an armed robbery
in progress.

Comboni responded on foot
and observed the suspects get into
a getaway car and begin to flee.
Witnesses told Comboni that they
were armed with a shotgun, but
Comboni drew his service weapon
and halted for them to STOP!

The driver slumped behind the
wheel and accelerated towards
Comboni. Comboni did not shoot
because of a fear that doing so

VERO 8E'ACH - Sheiiff Gary Nheeler (L)
commends C. O. Stephen Combonl for
his great work.

might precipitate a gunfight which
would jeopardize the safety of
passers-by. He jumped out of the way
of the vehicle, obtained a partial
plate number and called dispatch.

Then, instead of leaving his 10
inmate work crew unattended, Com-
boni chose to stay and secure the
crime scene by utilizing the traffic
cones he keeps on hand for the work

FT. PIERCE - Sheriff Bobby Knowles
(R) applauds C.O. Scott Young for a
job well done.

crew's safety.
The information dispatched to

patrol caused an almost immedi-
ate arrest of two of the three rob-
bers a short distance away.

The award for 1994 will be
presented in January, 1995, at
next year's Mid-%inter Sheriff's
Conference.

In Brief. . .
BLOUNTSTOWN —Ruby Smith„
the mother of Calhoun County
Sheriff Buddy Smith, was one of
two persons who lost their life in a
trai5c accident on April 11.

According to a story which
appeared in the 7b@uhassee Demo-
crat, Smith, 74, and R. L.Williams,
68, of Blountstown were passen-
gers in a car driven by Rebecca
Williams, 66, also of Blountstown.

FHP Trp. Ronnie Lashley said
that %illiams was driving east on
SR 267 and failed to stop at its
intersection with SR 868 in %akul-
la County. She collided with a van
driven by a 86-year old Tallahassee
man. The van overturned, but the
driver escaped serious injury, Mrs.
Williams was treated and released,
and charged with failure to stop.

Folks, keep Ruby Smith in
your prayers. Anybody who' s

responsible for creating a terrific guy
like Buddy Smith had to be a very
special person herself. . .

ORLANDO —In stark contrast to
the pxevious tragic story, Orange
County Sheriff Kevin Beary won
$20,000 in a radio call-in contest on
the morning ofApril 14,

According to a widely circulated
AP story, Beary was tuned to VAVKA-
FM at 7:20AM that day when the
station randomly selected May 12 as
the winning date for its "Incredible
Free Money Birthday Game" promo-
tion.

The sheriff called. . . and
called, On his seventh attempt, he
got through busy signals and record-
ings, and won the jackpot by being
the first caller born on that date to
get through by phone.

Beary said he would use about
08,000 to pay off debt rung up fx'om

his 1992 election campaign. Then,
"some will go to my church, the Flori-
da Sheriffs cmouth Ranches, and the

Children's Safety Village. "
Orlando police Chief Tom Hurl-

burt heard the sheriff's winning
call while driving to work.

"At first, I said, 'God, I know
that voice, '" Hurlburt said. "When
he said he was the sheriff, I just

. went crazy in my car', I was laugh-
ing, bouncing up and down, and
trying to think of people to call."

TALLAHASSEE —Agent who is a
member of the Police Insignia Col-
lectors of Great Britain wrote to
FSA to advise that he collects
breast and hat badges as well as
baseball type caps from U.S.police
and. sheriff's departments. He' s
looking to trade similar items. If
interested, contact:

Mr. John %arr
BEXLEYHEATH
Kent
DA7 5QQ
ENGLAND
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Bj ibm Berliiiger

AS I see it. . .

ell, the Florida legislature
has just boax'ded uy the

doox's and windows fox the year-
e~yt for a q~e special session
on health care later this summer.

As predicted, the tastiest
recipe on this year's legislative
platter turned out to be criminal
justice —thanks to a number of
ingx'edients.

First„ it's an election year for
all representatives and half the
senate. That usually transforms
even the most liberal into a conser-
vative —at least until after the
election. .

Add in a measure of tourists
(not Floridians) who met their
demise at the hands of early
releasees and youthful thugs.

Most encom aging, though, toss
in a very large dose of hard-line
"lock em, up and, throw away the
key" types in both the House and
Senate and you have the formula
for 17,000+ new prison beds and a
juvenile justice reform package
that falls nothing short of monu-

mental. For you tliat means HRS
will no longex'be handling juvexxile
o6'endexs beyond October 1 —with
the founding of the new "Department
ofJuvenile Justice" coming on line to
handle them.

Of interest to deputies is the FSA
sponsox"ed legislation commonly
known as House Bill 1165.: It arose
from an agreexnent that FSA struck
with the Florida FOP, and it extends
certain specific job protections for
deputies who work in agencies which
have no "career service" or "civil ser-
vice" plan already in place (it xIees
xxet void plans already in effect in
some agencies).

In short, the Sheriffs agreed that
deputies should have a safeguard
from being terminated solely due to
"exercising lawful off-duty political
rights, "and it provides for a hear-
inglappeal process one can call upon
if (s)he feels that they have been
unjustly fired under those circum-
stances exxly. It does not extend col-
lective bargaining rights, nor does it
guarantee hearings fox' those fired for
other types of violations.

FSA President Tom Tramel
(Columbia County Sheriff), FSA Leg-
islative Chairman Everett Rice
(Pinellas County Sheri@, and Maury
Kolchaki, an (FSA General Counsel},
led the charge on this bill and many
others with the help of a host of sher-
iffs from across the state who were
willing to spend at least a week each
in Tallahassee during the 9-week ses-

sion. All of them deserve a round
of applause for doing such a great
job on our collective behalf.

Multi-Agency
Response

training offered
A host of agencies have joined

together to coordinate a training
program which will be funded by
the US Department of Justice's
Bureau of Justice Assistance.

The couxse will be held June
20-23 at the Ramada Inn Man-
darin, conveniently located off
I-295 at State Road 13, in Jackson-
ville. Since the course, entitled
the "Multi-Agency Response
Training Workshop, " is graxxt-
funded, there is xxo charge to
attend the course, but students
are responsible for securing trav-
eVper diem for their lodging and
food expenses.

The course is a joint, effort of
the Florida Sheriffs Association,
FDLE, the Office of the Statewide
Prosecutor, the Regional Orga-
nized Crime information Center
(ROCIC), and will be presented by
the staff of the Institute for Inter-
governmental Research (IIR), a
nationally renowned criminal jus-
tice training group based. in Talla-
hassee.

Toyics will include task force
dynamics, interagency agree-
ments, risk assessment, personnel
issues, case management, man-
agement of confidential infor-
mants, raid management and it
will include practical exercises.

Ifyou'd like more information,
call IIR at 1-800-446-0912„exten-
sion 4234.
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t UNTA GORDA —If it's good,
enough for your grocery

stox'e, lt s good enough for tile
Charlotte County SO (CCSO). The
CCSO has come up with a very
efficient way to keep an eye on the
business community. Since
November of 1991,deputies have
been scanning area storefronts in
more ways than one.

"Bar code" business security
checks began as little more than
an after-thought, according to data
processor Robert Dixon.

"Our sheriff, Richard%orch
saw the idea at a law enforcement
conference and wanted us to
implement it here in Charlotte
County, "says Dixon.

This innovation, the only one
of its kind known in the state, was
developed for under 415,000, and
was functional within a week.

HOW IT%ORES

It all begins when a new busi-
ness registers with the county and
receives a license. A business
information sheet is mailed to the
owner along with a letter from the
sheriff and a crime prevention
booklet. The business owner
returns the completed form and
the information is recorded in com-
puter data files.

A bar code decal is then deliv-
ered to the business and, placed on
the window. From that point on,
the business is registered and
checked. regularly by road
deputies.

Assistant E911Coordinator
Dave Phillips explained that the
scanning unit consists of one piece,
a "data wand. "

.The wand, is
equipped with a micro-chip and
can be moved from ear to car.

During routine patrol„ the
deputy checks the business —then
scans the bar code just like a
checker at the grocery store. %ith-
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in three seconds, the wand has
recorded the date, time, and address
of the business checked.

At the end of the deputy"s shift,
all the data is down-loaded by stick-
ing the wand into a data "well" at the
district ofiice. Without any extensive
computer knowledge, the desk
sergeant can transfer the data into a
database. Later, verifying a business
check is as easy as pulling up the
information on a terminal and print-
ing it out.

The unique system has drawn
praise as a time-saving use of mod-
ern technology. Major Robert Miller,
the head of the CCSO Bureau of Law
Enforcement said that bar code busi-
ness checks needed some adjust-
ments in the beginning but the
problems have been corrected.

"Once the kinks in the system
were worked out, it quickly became a
good management tool to verify busi-
nesses are heing checked, " Miller
said.

He added that the program
allows not only for more security
checks„but emphasizes police work
over paperwork. The past system
involved carrying a file for each busi-
ness and filling out a form each time

Innovation in Business
Secu.rity Checks

a check was conducted.
A side benefit is narrowing

down time frames for investiga-
tive purposes. %hile having a bar
code decal on the window won' t
prevent a burglary, it will help
give a more accurate estimate of
when the crime took place. This
allows for a more efficient investi-
gation and hopefully helps to close
the case more quickly, said Miller.

Sheriff Richard %orch point-
ed out that from an administra-
tive standpoint it is a useful tool
at budget time.

"%ith this information, we
can justify requests for more peo-
ple and resources. Many officials
in charge of distributing county
funds have very little idea what
demands are placed. on road
deyuties. This program allows us
to explain it with facts and fig-
ures, "%orch said.

Deputy Larry Germaine, the
Crime Prevention Officer, has
been part of the program from its
very inception. Germaine said
that 2 years ago, he and two other
stafF members worked 8-9 hours a
day, 6 days a week for 6 weeks
covering the county with bar code
decals. He said he receives a
great deal of positive feedback.

"Many times business owners
tell me that they' ve been met by a
deputy in the doorway asking who
they were and why they were
there after business hours. It
turns out that they were just
doing some paperwork that didn' t
get finished during the day,

"Ger-
maine said. He added that busi-
ness people are more than happy
to get such a visitor.

This is a great program to let
the business community know
that we are out there protecting
their interests and keeping an eye
on things, "said Germaine.

For more information on the
bar code business decal system,
contact Robert Dixon, Dave
Phillips or Del Sherman at the
Charlotte County S.O. at (813)
639-2101.
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¹ 4500
MEtts GOLD

Face No. t

¹ 4200
WOMEN'8 GOLD

Face No. 1

¹ 4502 ¹ 4202 ¹ 4502
MEN'8 TWO.TONE WOMEN'8 TWCPTONE MEf¹8TWO.TONE

Face No. 2 Face No. 2 Face No. 3

¹ 4202
WOMEN 8TWG.TONE

Face No. 3
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Name

Residential Mailing Address

(Please ppnc

City State Zip Code

Florida Sheriff's Association

Law Enforcement Membership Application
Cl Mrs. Q Ms

0 Mr. Q MiSS Rank- nappkaame

PLEASE CHECK HERE.

0 I am enclosing my annual dues which includes a years's
subscription to the All Points Bulletin, The Sheriff'8 Star,
and The Rancher.

Cl In addition to my dues, I also wish to purchase
Law Enforcement automobile tags at $10.00 each.

0 In addition to my dues, I also wish to purchase
Law Enforcement lapel pin(s) at $8.00 each.

0 I also wish to purchase belt buckle(s) at $15.00 each.

0 I also wish to purchase watches at $175.00 each.
Style No. Face No.

$

$

20.00

Law Enforcement Agency

please make check or money order payabte to

FLORIDA SHERIFFS ASSOCIATION

P.O. BOX 12519
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32317-2519

0 In addition to my dues, I am also enclosing a gift for the
Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches in the amount of $

0 I would like more information on Voluntary Accident Coverage.

Total enclosed $
tPrices include postage 6 handling cost)

Dues and donations are deductible for income tax purposes.
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Your postage stamp can
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IF MAILED
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L group of influential business
leaders has teamed up with

the Volusia County Sheriff's Office
to lend a hand to disadvantaged
youngsters and promote crime pre-
vention pxograms.

The Volusia Sheriff's Youth
Foundation is the county's first
non-profit corporation organized
exclusively to work with law
enforcement on juvenile problems.
The goal is to help youth from 8 to
16 who are economically or.socially
disadvantaged, to give them a bet-
ter chance to be px'oductive mem-
bers of society, awarding to Sheriff
Bob Vogel.

"We're happy to announce that
we have on our team business lead-
ers with vision and a deep concern
for young people and their prob-
lems —peer pressure, drugs, alco-
hol, "Sheriff Vogel said. "These men
and women are dedicated to giving
youngsters a better chance to be
productive members of their com-
munities. "

With the foundation's help, the
Sheriff's OfFice will create addition-
al crime prevention programs,
tackle individual problems and
take on more projects to benefit
juveniles, Sheriff Vogel added.

The. foundation's board of
directors is a who's who in Volusia
County business, from West Volu-

sia ferneries to East Volusia's
famous speedway. The board
includes Richard Hagstrom,
Richard Hagstrom Ferneries, Pier-
son; James O. Taylor, James O.
Taylor Ferneries, Pierson; Thomas
Galloway, Daytona International
Speedway, Daytona Beach; Kristen
Norwood, TCI Cablevision of Flori-
da Inc. , Port Orange; and Robbie
Roberson, Daytona Budweiser Inc. ,
Lake Helen.

Also serving on the board of

directox's are Pepper Ernest, DeLand
Honda; Stephen DeLuca, Delco Oil
Inc. , DeLand; Sharon Thompson,
Eddy Corp. , Ormond Beach; Stacy
Jones, Ronald Jones Ferneries, Pier-
son; Tommy Durrance, Halifax
Paving Inc. , Daytona Beach; and
George Smith, Cohen Smith and Co.,
CPA, DeLand.

Ex-oScio members will be Volu-

sia County Schools West Area Assis-
tant Superintendent Lee Britton and
Sheriff"s Sgt. Bob Menrisky.

The inspiration for the business
coalition began last fall when DeLu-
ca's Delco Oil funded the first edition
of Deputy Trading Cards and
Hagstrom Fexneries underwrote
costs of the first Sheriff's Office mas-
cot —a smiling bear dxessed in
class-A uniform and a Stetson hat.
Working with Sheriff Vogel, they and
other business leaders, drafted the
idea for a non-pro6t foundation that
would be an on-going source of fund-
ing for youth programs. Each board
member has made a personal dona-
tion to the foundation's account and
will be involved in on-going fund-
raising efforts.

Florida Driver
Trivia

In case you' ve ever wondered
why those long lines in your local
drivexs license offices have given
way to mail renewals, consider this.
As of December 31, 1993, there were
11.7 million licensed drivers in Flori-
da, according to a recent analysis by
Florida's Department of Highway
Safety and Motor Vehicles.

More than 32% (3.75 million)
live in Dade, Broward and Palm

Sheriff and Business
Leaders Team Up for Kid.s

Beach counties alone. And, anoth-
er 18% (2.1 million) live in Hills-
borough, Pinellas and Orange
counties. That translates into 50%
of Florida's licensed drivers living
in only six of the state's 67 coun-
ties!

62% are male (which suggests
that 48% are female), 6% (703,760)
of the licensees are under age 21,
and 12% (1,374,365) are age 71 or
older.

Believe it or not, there are
18„486drivers who are 91years old—or more. And you better sit down
and hold on to your hats for this
one. . .

There are 122 licensed drivers
who are 100 or more!

Drivers license officials are
quick to point out, however, that
many elderly drivers keep their
licenses active after they actually
quit, driving.

On a related issue, specialty
license plates are very popular, and
the Florida legislature just passed
laws to establish several more.
The most popular, Save the Mana-
tee, Challenger and Panther tags
are the number 1-2-3 sellers in the
state.

Specialty license tags will be
available soon for supporters of all
the Florida-based professional
teams which play football, base-
ball, hockey or basketball. So, if
you' re a fan of the Miami Dolphins,
Florida Marlins, Tampa Bay Light-
ening, Orlando Magic or another
Florida pro team, you' re going to
love these tags!

~~l.K ~
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inner International, the
manufacturers of the popu-

lar anti-auto theft device known as
THE CLUB, is offering law enforce-
ment agencies an opportunity to
establish a successful crime preven-
tion program in their local commu-
nity known as CarWatch of
America, at little or no cost to the
agency.

In cities and counties where it
has been implemented, "CarWatch
ofAmerica has been shown to be an
effective anti-auto theft campaign,
but it also serves as a well-received.
public relations tool for sheriffs and
police chiefs, "noted Garry Bonan-
no, the law enforcement liaison for
Winner International.

"This is not a one-day bake
sale, "stresses Dennis Driscoll, the
national coordinator for CarWatch.
"Our company sends a corporate
representative into a community for
upwards of two weeks to insure that
the project is a success for the police
agency —and the citizens they
serve. "

A cover photo from the Community
Carwatch promotional materials. Many
other Items are available for uss by law

enforcement agencies which sponsor
the program in their locals.

THE CLUB ln operation.

CarWatch stresses the need for
citizen volunteers to become
involved in the program, since they
wish to avoid —at all costs —even
the "appearance" that the law
enforcement agency is specifically
endorsing THE CLUB.

"It,'s an all-purpose public
awareness campaign„not just a pro-
motion of THE CLUB," said
Driscoll, but for those persons who
choose to purchase a CLUB, they
can do so at deep discounted prices
from the citizen volunteers. And,
Winner International provides pub-
lic service announcements for radio
and television, and they purchase
ads in the local newspaper which
promotes the program in the days
and weeks preceding the actual
event.

If your agency is interested in
learning more information —with-
out obligation —contact Dennis
Driscoll at 1-800-898-8877.

Lee SO budget
gettled

Lee County Sheriff John
McDougall, unsatisfied with the FY
93-94 budget award from his county

commissioners, exercised his appeal
rights under Florida law and took
his case to the Governor and Cabi-
net.

The sheriff's original request,
prepared last summer, was for $43.9
million, but commissioners balked,
and whittled their 6nal award down

to $39.8 million, nearly $4 million short.
The budget and arguments from

both sides were heard by the Florida
Department ofAdministration. When it
was done, the Governor's staff recom-

mended to the Cabinet that McDougall

get an additional $235,000 to tide him
over for.the balance of the fiscal year.
Usually the Cabinet abides by the rec-
ommendation.

On April 12, all parties were sum-

moned to Tallahassee to appear before
the Governor and Cabinet, and to make
a last ditch effort to plead their case for

changing staff's recommendation. Nter
hearing all sides in what one observer

called a "rather lively debate, "Attor-
ney General Bob Butterworth made a
motion that the Sheriff be awarded. a
$500,000 increase. The motion
passed almost faster that you could

say, "aye."

Studies show that fourteen of the
last fifteen sheriffs who appealed
their budget to the Cabinet have got-
ten increases, whether by Cabinet,
action or last-minute compromise.
Most sheriffs, however, accepted a
lesser amount than the original
amount under appeal.
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Civil process
fees to increase

Several sheriffs and FSA staff
members lobbied hax"d, and were
successful in getting the legisla-
ture to pass a bill which will
incxease the. amount that a sher-
iff's office can charge for serving
c8rtaln types. .Of clvll process.

Starting October 1, 1994, the
following rates apply for different
services related to civil process:

Service of summons or
writ, except. executions, will go
f m412tojxo;

Service of writs requiring
levy or seizure of property, will go
from 420 to @0,in addition to the
420 fee noted above; .

Service of witness subpoe-
nas, will go &om $12 to $20;

On executions, the fee will
go from $10'to $20 for docketing
and indexing, regardless of the
number of persons involved and
450 for each levy;

~ And, with regard to levies,
the fee for advertising of sale
under process will go from 46 to
420; from $10 to 420 dollars for a
sale under process; and from $10
to 420 for deed, bill ofsale or satis-
faction ofjudgement

Hell's Angels on
Patrol in I W
A few months ago when a

powerful earthquake struck Los
Angeles, collapsed roads, fires,
fallixlg buildings and looters pre-
sented officials with the biggest
headache they' ve had in years.

TheI1 Caxne priC8 gouging.
According to a St. Petersburg

TImes story, bottled water was the
big ticket item, with $3-5 being
charged for a bottle which usually
went for a dollar.

A woman in suburban Van
Nuys told a few friends about the

price gouging, and one of the friends
happened 'to know a few members of
the Hell's Angels. Well, a few hours
later, a couple ofAngels paid the pro-
prietor a visit.

"I think you were mistaken on
the price you just charged a lady for a
jug of bottled water, " one of the
Angels said.

No mistake, the store owner said,
"The price is 43.'

"No, I don't think you under-
stand, "one of the Angels said, lean-
ing a little closer. "We think you
made a mistake. "

"You know, you might be right, "
the proprietor responded, x caching
into the till for $2. The Angels
returned the money to the woman
and then decided to stick around the
store for the entire following week,
showing up at the proprietor's front
door and making sure that customers
walking out of the store had not been
gouged.

None was, in fact, a few neigh-
bors were heard to comment that
they can't remember when prices
wex'e lowex' in that store. . .

"I've been
'slimed' "

That may be the cry you' ll hear
from suspects and inmates if the
Sandia National Laboratories in
Albuquerque has their way.

According to a recent article in
Crime Control Digest, the firm is
developing a "goo gun" for the US
Department of Justice that squirts a
stream of immobilizing sticky foam.
The gun would give corrections and
law enforcement officers a way to
stop violent people without hurting
them.

"Commanders need options, "
said Los Alamos National Laborato-
ry scientist John Alexander, a lead-
ing researcher in the 6eld.

The goo gun grew out of technolo-

gy research by Sandia on ways to
protect nuclear weapons. The goo is
a rubber-based product that envelops

a person, making it hard. for him or
her to move. The project began
last year, and tests with human
subjects are planned later this
year.

The article went on to quote
Sandia researcher Steve Scott say-
ing that bugs are still being
worked out, such as how to get the
goo off a person once they are sub-
dued.

Air bag thefts
rise

Just when you think you' ve
seen it all, thieves find. something
else to convert to cash —vehicle
air bags!

According to a recent report in
Crime Control Digest, insurers say
crooks are busting into cars to cut
away the ail' bag units and sell
them to auto dismantlers who
turn around and resell them to
mechanics and, auto repair shops.

LAPD Det. Mike Lewin says
thefts of air bags are "going
through the roof."

Lewin said that a body shop
could buy a stolen air bag unit for
5150, then bill the insuxance coxn-

pany or car owner $1,000 or more.
In March, 14 air bags were

heisted from cars at one Toyota
dealership in Valencia, California
alone. "They break the driver' s
side window, unhook the battery
and in minutes the air bag is
gone, "noted Scott Jackson, the
dealership's service manager.

The first air bag thefts were
noted in late 1992, according to an
industry spokesman.

The devices use a charge of
gunpowder than can be set off by
static electricity. "We haven't had
any crooks blown up yet, " said LA
Detective Bob Graybill. "But
we' re hoping. "
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Manuscript
Guidelines for

All Points Bulletin

The Florida Sheriffs Association
welcomes your submission of articles
for future editions of APB. We' re look-

ing for innovative techniques, new
technological developments, opera-
tional procedures, human interest sto-
ries in relation to law enforcement or
corrections, research, or other topics of
interest to law enforcement and correc-

tions practitioners.
Articles must be in a clear and

concise style, suitable for newsletter
format, with a minimum of footnotes
(preferably none). They should be writ-

ten in the third person, although first
person treatments may be published at
editor's discretion.

Ideally, articles will not exceed
1,200 words, typed double space with
normal margins. Submission may be
sent on 5 1/4" MS-DOS diskette (IBM
compatible) in lieu of printed text.

High quality photos may be used
as space permits. Black & white glossy

prints with complete caption (and
photo credit) desired. Copy editing
done on all manuscripts; rewrites at
editor's discretion.

Copyright held by publication, and
there is no monetary payment for pub-

lished articles. By-line credit provided.

FSA cannot be responsible for loss or
damage of submissions.

Short news items, one paragraph
to 800 words are also solicited. Submit

all articles to: Tom Bsrlinger, Editor, All
Points Bulletin„Post Of5ce Box 12519,
Tallahassee, FL 82817-2519.

SPI scholarship
available

The Florida Chapter of the
Southern Police Institute (SPI)
Alumni is offering a tuition scholar-
ship for the Spring 1995Administra-
tive Officers Course.

The 12-week intensive manage-
ment class will begin February, 1995
at the University of Louisville, Belk-
nap Campus, in Louisville, KY.
Since only about 120 law enforce-
ment managers from across the
nation attend the course each year,
earning a seat in the class is dif6cult
and prestigious.

The tuition scholarship, valued
at 51,200, is available to any full-
time Florida law enforcement officer
who is a line supervisor or above,
reports Undersheriff Rick Staly of
Orange County, the group's scholar-
ship chairman.

Scholarship applications must
be submitted by September 1, and
the lucky winner will be chosen at
the Florida Chapter's annual confer-
ence in October.

Interested persons should con-
tact Ms. Mary Hovious, SPI's admis-
sions coordinator at (602) 852-6661,
or Undersheriff Staly or Commander
Dave Hartsfield in Orange County at
(407) 836-3700.

College
scholarships for

chiMren of
So employees

"Like last year, the FSA is
again offering three separate
41,000 scholarships, "announced J.
M. "Buddy" Phillips, the Associa-
tion's Executive Director.

The primary qualification to
apply for the scholarships is that
the applicant must be a dependent
child of a civilian or sworn full-time
employee of any of the 67 sheriff's
offices in Florida. Other than that,
applicants must be planning to
attend a community college, college
or university on a full-time basis,
during the school year which
begins in the Fall, 1994, and they
must be seeking a degree in a 6eld
related to criminal justice.

Applications must be complet-
ed and received at the FSA office in
Tallahassee by no later than July
10. Winners will be notihed shortly
thereafter.

Blank application forms have
been sent to each Sheriff. If you
have any questions or have difficul-

ty securing an application form,
contact Mr. Tom Berlinger at the
FSA office in Tallahassee at (904)
877-2165 immediately.

FLORIDA SHERIFFS ASSOGIATION
Tallahassee, FL 32317-2519
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