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COVER STORY

DEPUTY TOM—
a wonderland hero

6y Dorthy Stock6ridge, Sarasota Journal

(Photo by Ken Torrington, Sarasota Journal)

Cadet Whfdden (left) and Savage

The smaller the child is, the bigger a uniformed policeman

will look.
"We want to bring kids into contact with the police in a

friendly environment so they see that a law officer is someone
who helps, " said Deputy Tom Savage of the Sarasota County
Sheriffs Department. "Ifwe can develop positive attitudes
in the younger years, we' ll be less likely to have trouble later
on.

Deputy Savage wasn't having a bit of trouble winning over
. the two, three and four-year-olds at Alice's Wonderland Kin-

dergarten. They love him, particularly his shiny star badge
that matched the one on his squad car. Taking a close look at
the car fascinated the youngsters. They squealed with delight

and covered their ears when he turned on the siren. Five at
a time, they piled in the back seat to see if they really were

locked in, just like a criminal.
Savage's lesson for the day was a simple one: that a police

officer can help a lost child get home, that strangers who in-

vite you into their car may be "bad guys" and that children
should never touch a gun. He brought along. 'a itiock'traffic
signal but the class already knew that a red light means stop
and a green light means go. Yellow, they quickly learned,
means slow. Nobody slowed down as the youngsters rushed

up to light the color they wanted and shout out what it means.
"The Sheriff's coming. That's all they' ve been talking

about, " said Alice Whidden, owner of the school. Savage was

still greeted as Sheriff after her many attempts to explain that
he's actually a deputy. With him came Mrs. Whidden's son,

16-year-old Mark Whidden, a captain in the Sheriffs Cadet Pro-

gram. A junior at Riverview, Mark has already decided he wants

to go into law enforcement work. He's getting early exposure

to communications, first aid and firearms training through the
cadet program.

Savage likes the idea of having a cadet along when he visits

school classes. He figures the cadet program is accomplishing
the same thing among high school participants as the Officer
Friendly program is doing with the pre-school and grade school
youngsters. As the children get a little older, he concentrates on
bicycle safety, how to phone for help and safety around the
house.

With grades three to five, he includes good citizenship, res-

cue breathing, boating safety, traffic signs and laws, county
laws and tips for baby sitters. By sixth grade, he is ready to
visit classes and enroll students in a Junior Deputy League
which studies the role of the law officer, the work of the court,
delinquency and drugs, the forestry service and game wardens.

For junior high classes, he's available for rap sessions and
discussion of laws. Not being available enough is Savage's big-

gest problem. Right now, he is only able to spend one-fifth of
his time on the education program with youngsters.

"I'll have 40 requests I can't meet, " said Savage who hopes
to be permitted to spend more time on the program he started
here two and a half years ago. When schools are closed in the
summer, he visits church schools and day care centers.

He won't admit that he likes the younger children best but
they hang on every word, fascinated by the uniform.

"My problem is remembering to keep my vocabulary at the
right age level, " laughed Savage as he gathered a group of the
pre-schoolers around him. Then he reminded them that, "I am
a police officer and a police officer is your friend. "

He knows the message has sunk in when youngsters who have

gotten lost ask for him personally at the Sheriff's Department.
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Pursuit driving
the Orange County Sheriff's

1'

With such maneuvers as the "reverse serpentine", which
requires a driver to back through a 950 ft. track negotiating
a series of pylons, turn around and go back through the
course a second time in two minutes flat, it is obvious that the
requirements for certification are stringent. All officers of
the two departments will take the two-day course at Herndon
Airport and, hopefully, will be certified.

ORLANDO —If a deputy from
Department or an officer from the Orlando Police force tells

you he is practicing the "bootleg" or "reverse bootleg", he is

not involved in the manufacture of illegal whiskey. He merely
means he is endeavoring to navigate successfully parts of the
test track set up for the pursuit driving course being offered to
local officers.

Modeled after a course set up by the Los Angeles Police
Department, its purpose is to show the men how to use their
patrol cars to best "advantage, with added safety. " Course
instructors are Lt. Vernon Seiple of the Orange County Sheriff's
Office and Officer Charles Rahn of the Orlando Police Depart-
ment.

Seiple said the purpose of the course is to allow the driver

to go through situations he may face while on patrol. "At
the Police Academy, we teach police officers law, how to
handle prisoners and how to shoot a gun. This course shows

them how to chase down an escaping motorist.
"At times, a police officer or deputy will find himself at

the end of an alley when he gets an emergency call and can' t
turn around, " said Seiple. "Or he might get caught on a dead-

end street and be forced to make a quick turnaround. Our
course gives him experience in dealing with these problems
and more. "
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CORRECTIONS
CHAPTER 75-49
Senate Bill 169

1975 REPORT

THE LEGISLATURE
AND LAW

ENFORCEMENT
TALLAHASSEE —Officials of the Florida Sheriffs Association des-

cribed the 1975 session of the Florida Legislature as a "love-in for law

enforcement. "
"We asked the Legislature to get tough with criminals, and to make

some major changes in the criminal justice system, and the response was

very gratifying,
" said Association Attorney John A. Madigan, Jr.

"One of the most significant laws passed by the Legislature, "he said,
"will give a mandatory three-year prison sentence to anyone convicted
of murder, sexual battery, robbery, burglary, arson, aggravated assault,

kidnapping, escape, breaking and entering or aircraft piracy when a fire-

arm or other destructive device is in the felon's possession.
"Chapter 75-7 (Senate Bill 55) also provides that after conviction

there can be no withholding or suspending of a sentence, 'nor shall the

defendant be eligible for parole prior to serving such minjmum sen-

tence. ' " This change in the law was strongly backed by Sheriffs. They
originally supported a bill calling for a mandatory five-year term.

The following summary covers other bills of special interest to Sher-

iffs and other criminal justice practitioners:

The "Correctional Organization Act
of 1975"creates the all-new Department
of Offender Rehabilitation (DOR) by
transferring the Division of Corrections
out of the Department of Health and Re-
habilitative Services (HRS) and esta-
blishing it as a separate agency. In addi-
tion to all the powers of the old division,
the new DOR had transferred to it the
field staff of the Parole and Probation
Commission. This means a prisoner
will be in the hands of the DOR from
the time he leaves the county jail for a
state prison until he is released from
prison or the terms of his parole or
probation. The Department will also
be supervising persons placed on proba-
tion. The Parole and Probation Com-
mission will still be making the decisions
on who will and will not be released
fronr prison on parole. This bill also
sets up five regional advisory councils
with the responsibility of communica-
ting to regional administration the
ideas from the community and local
criminal justice system about what DOR
should be doing. Each council will be
made up of one state attorney, one
public defender, one sheriff, four citi-
zens, one school board member, two
circuit judges, one county commis-
sioner and one representative of the
Florida State Employment Service.
The reorganization is to be completed
by July 1, 1976. Effective July 1,
1975.

CHAPTER 75-271
House Bill 1744

Increases the membership of the
Correctional Standards Council from
9 to 11 by adding two sheriffs. The
other members are the Florida Attor-
ney General, the Florida Commission-
er of Education, Director of the Divi-
sion of Corrections, two state correc-
tional officers, someone in charge of
a city jail, one person in charge of a
county jail, and two representatives at
large, one of whom is to have a back-
ground in teaching corrections at a
two or four-year educational institu-
tion. Though Sheriffs supervise the
majority of correctional institutions
(they are in charge of county jails),
they were overlooked when the origi-
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CHAPTER 75-128
House Bill 1322

Provides that no samples or compli-
mentary packages of drugs can be distri-
buted unless requested in writing by a
person authorized to prescribe and dis-
pense such drugs. Makes the Florida
Board of Pharmacy responsible for pro-
mulgating rules for the disposition of
old or unusable drugs. Effective upon
becoming law.

CHAPTER 75-144
House Bill 960

nal membership was established. Thus,
this amendment. Effective upon be-

coming law.

CRIMINAL LA%VS

CHAPTER 75-7
Senate Bill 55

Establishes a minimum, mandatory
three-year prison term for anyone found
guilty of murder, sexual battery, rob-
bery, burglary, arson, aggravated assault,
aggravated battery, kidnapping, escape,
breaking and entering with intent to
commit a felony, aircraft piracy, or any
attempt to commit these crimes, if the
person has in his possession a firearm.
Does not allow a judge the discretion of
suspending, deferring or withholding
the adjudication of guilt or the imposi-
tion of sentence. Further provides the
defendant shall not be eligible for
parole prior to serving his three years.
Effective upon becoming law.

CHAPTER 75-13
Senate Bill 66

Amends the current law by deleting
the specific reference to lawfully cor-
recting a child or servant as a basis for
excusable homicide. Does not change
the definition of excusable homicide.
Effective Oct. 1, 1975.

CHAPTER 75-24
House Bill 1288

In 1974 the Florida Legislature ac-
complished a complete revision of
Florida's Criminal code, deleting old
and conflicting language and attempting
to relate the severity of the penalty to
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the severity of the crime. The revision
was to go in effect July 1, 1975, but
Chapter 75-24 delays the effective
date until Oct. 1, 1975. This law be-
came effective when the Governor
signed it.

CHAPTER 75-38
Senate Bill 629

Reduces from 10 to 5 pounds the
amount of sea fans or coral it is legal to
possess. Outlaws sale of these speci-
mens unless it can be shown they are
from a foreign country. Effective upon
becoming law.

CHAPTER 75-64
House Bill 210

Commonly referred to as the
"fleeing felon" bill, this law revises
part of the Florida Criminal Code
passed in 1974. Without this revision
law enforcement officers. might not be
able to use deadly force to stop an
escaping criminal. Due to go into effect
July 1, 1975, the 1974 change would
have only permitted an officer to draw
his weapon if he felt he or someone
around him was in danger of being
killed. The only way for an officer
to stop an escaping or fleeing felon
would have been to outrun him. With
that law repealed, deadly force can
now be used to stop an escaping
felon. Effective July 1, 1975.

CHAPTER 75-78
Senate Bill 624

Changes the minimum age of jurors
from 21 to 18 years of age. Exempts
mothers with children under age 15
(formerly 18) from jury duty. Effec-
tive upon becoming law.

Changes shoplifting to retail theft and
provides that anyone who resists the
efforts of a peace officer or merchant
to recover stolen merchandise, when the
officer or merchant had probable cause
to believe the person was trying to
steal something, shall be guilty of re-
sisting arrest (misdemeanor of the first
degree) if he is first found guilty of
larceny of the merchandise. Thus, if a
person trys to steal something, is caught,
and then resists the reasonable efforts
of the merchant or police officer, that
person will end up being guilty of two
offenses. Effective upon becoming law.

CHAPTER 75-185
Senate Bill 332

Amends the law relating to child
abuse. Defines a child as anyone under
18 years old, instead of under 17. Adds
to the definition of abuse any sexual
abuse or "material endangerment of
mental health. " Provides that if a par-
ent or guardian, because of religious be-
liefs, does not provide a child with med-
ical treatment that person shall not be
considered a negligent parent or guard-
ian. Does not preclude a court from
ordering that medical services be pro-
vided by an "accredited practitioner
who relies solely on spiritual means
for healing in accordance with the ten-
ets and practices of a well-recognized
church or religious organization. "When
the Department of Health and Rehabili-
tative Services receives a report of child
abuse, the Dept. is required to immedi-
ately notify the state attorney "who
shall assist local law enforcement offi-
cers in the investigation of the case. "
Effective June 30, 1975.

CHAPTER 75-189
Senate Bill 1030

Adds a new section to the worthless
check statute declaring that if a person
writes a worthless check, it is to be con-



(continued from page 3)

sidered prima facie evidence (adequate
proof) of intent to defraud unless the
check is made good within 20 days af-
ter receiving written notice the check
"bounced". Also provides for a ser-

vice charge not to exceed $5 or 5 per
cent of the amount of the check, which-
ever is greater. Notification is not ne-

cessary when a check is written on a
bank where the check writer has no
account. To establish adequate identi-
fication of the party issuing the check,
the following information must be ob-
tained: full name, residence address,
home phone, business phone, place of
employment, sex, date of birth, race
and height. This information can be
provided by recording it on the check
or by giving the number of a check
cashing card which was obtained after
giving such information. Effective
October 1, 1975.

CHAPTER 75-253
House Bill 541

,Creates a new section in the Florida
Statutes making it a felony of the
third degree for anyone to smuggle al-
coholic beverages, dangerous drugs or
deadly weapons into or out of state
mental hospitals. Also makes it illegal
to slip any of these articles to a patient
who is outside the hospital grounds.
Effective October 1, 1975.

CHAPTER 75-264
House Bill 968

It was already unlawful to set fire
to any forest, grass, woods or wild

lands, but it is now unlawful to "cause
fire to be set" to any such lands. Also
simplifies procedure for governor to
declare a drought emergency or to de-
cree that an extraordinary fire hazard
exists. Effective upon becoming law.

CHAPTER 75-298
House Bill 1289

Makes many technical amendments
in various criminal laws, clarifying pun-
ishment piovisions. Re-enacts several

laws, having to do with public nuisan-

ces, which were repealed, as of July 1,

1975, by a 1974 law. Stiffens the pen-
alty for bookmaking from a first degree
misdemeanor to a third degree felony
when the bookmaker accepts more
than five bets, or receives bets totaling
more than $500, or engages in a book-

4

making scheme with three or more per-
sons. A second conviction of this sub-
section is a felony of the second degree.
Effective October 1, 1975.

DRIVER AND

TAG LICENSE
CHAPTER 75-66
Senate Bill 49

Should continue the current con-
fusion over the issuance of license plates
until at least 1978, even if no other
changes are made between now and
then. A method is provided so that a
tag for a car in one weight class can
now be transferred to another car
(regardless of weight class) without
getting a new tag. Mandates that be-
ginning July 1, 1977 Florida will have
alpha-numeric license tags and that tags
will be purchased on a staggered basis
so that car registrations will be due on
the month of the owner's birthdate.
The new alpha-numeric tags will be
issued for four-year periods and a vali-
dation sticker will be issued each year
showing the month and year of expira-
tion along with the county name.
This law also makes it possible to get
a pro-rated refund on your license tag
if you trade cars and the new car is in a
lighter weight classification than the car
traded in. An additional payment will
be necessary if the new car is in a
heavier class. Effective July 1, 1975.

CHAPTER 75-113
Senate Bill 330

Authorizes the Department of High-

way Safety and Motor Vehicles, upon
receipt of a court order and notice of
an administrative hearing, to issue tem-
porary driving permits to persons con-
victed of their first offense of driving
with an unlawful blood alcohol level,
or of driving while under the influence
of alcoholic beverages. Effective July 1,
1975.

CHAPTER 75-228
Senate Bill 124

Eliminates the two-year driver's li-

cense, and provides that all licenses
will be issued for four years. Changes
the expiration date to midnight of the
license holder's birthday. The renewal
period is to be 30 days pior to the ex-
piration date. Effective January 1,
1975.

JUDICIAL
PROCEDURE
CHAPTER 75-23
House Bill 121

Adds a new section to the Florida
Statutes requiring all felony judgments
to be in writing. Also requires the
fingerprinting of a convicted felon in
open court as part of the felony convic-
tion record. Further provides that such
a judgment can be used as evidence in
any other court to establish the positive
identification of the defendant. Effec-
tive July 1, 1975.

CHAPTER 75-305
House Bills 522 gi 1192

Adds safeguards to the present law
having to do with the release of people
committed to state mental hospitals
after being found not guilty of various
crimes by reason of insanity. Provides
that the committing court is to retain
jurisdiction in the case. Before such a

patient can be released, the state attor-
ney of the county from which the pa-
tient was committed must be notified
and he can request a hearing before a
hearing examiner at which the patient
has the right to be represented by
counsel. The examiner decides if the
patient should be held longer or can be
released, but this must be approved by
the committing court. The state at-

torney and the patient both have the
right to ask for a jury to decide if he
should be released. In this case, the
decision of the jury is final. Effective
July 1, 1975.

CHAPTER 75-116
Senate Bill 505

Merely changes the procedure by
which the court determines if an
individual is an habitual felony offen-
der or an habitual misdemeanant. The
substance of the habitual offender
law remains the same. Effective Oct.
1, 1975.
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JUVENILES
CHAPTER 75-114
Senate Bill 370

Having to do with parents of children
considered dependent or delinquent or
in need of supervision, this law gives a
judge authority to require the parents

to participate in family counseling
where it is considered necessary for the
welfare of the child. (In many juve-
nile cases, judges often found the
parents needed counseling as much if
not more than the child. ) Effective
Oct. 1, 1975.

CHAPTER 75-135
Senate Bill 380

Increases the authority of a judge
when dealing with a juvenile so that he
can order the youth to make restitution
for the damage or loss caused by his
offense. This is to be part of the total
treatment plan to be implemented by
the Division of Youth Services. Effec-
tive Oct. 1, 1975.

CHAPTER 75-183
Senate Bill 131

Courts with jurisdiction over traffic
violations already had authority to han-

dle licensed juveniles who committed
noncriminal violations and this law just
extends the courts' authority to also

handle unlicensed juveniles who commit
non-criminal violations. Effective July
1, 1975.

MISCELLANEOUS
CHAPTER 75-31
Senate Bill 183

panies) and steel railroad track to junk
dealers, scrap metal processors and
foundries. In addition to keeping a re-

cord of all purchases of such materials,
dealers must now report the purchase
of copper wire an'd railroad tracks to
the local sheriff within 24 hours of the
purchase. This should help dry up the
market for these two items which are
favorites of thieves in rural areas. The
law also makes it illegal for anyone to
purchase a grave marker unless the
seller is an authorized representative
of the deceased person or of the ceme-
tery from which it came. Effective Oct.
1, 1975.

CHAPTER 75-182
Senate Bill 1215

Allows hospitals providing emer-

gency services to make certain arrang-
ments to provide medical treatment to
victims of sexual assault. Permits the
hospital to provide gynecological,
psychological and medical services;
medical examinations required by law

enforcement and special training for
personnel. (Original bill would have

required the hospitals to provide this
service. ) Effective Jan. 1, 1975.

CHAPTER 75-301
House Bill 1806

Removes the authority of the Parole
and Probation Comission to supervise
persons found guilty of a misdemeanor
and placed on probation. (This elimi-

nated the jobs of about 268 staff and
field employees of the Commission. )
Effective July 1, 1975.

House Resolution 554

Recommends that law enforcement
agencies "encourage and solicit the ac-
tive participation and cooperation of
existing community service groups and
individual citizens in the prevention of
crimes and the safeguarding of indivi-
dual lives and property. "

POLICE POWERS
CHAPTER 75-180
Senate Bill 1207

Changes the designation of conserva-
tion officers, in the Department of
Natural Resources, to law enforcement
officers and requires them to meet all

the qualification and training require-
ments of the Police Standards and
Training Commission. Effective Oct. 1,
1975.

CHAPTER 75-215
House Bill 1222

Increases the authority of road guard
inspection special officers (Dept. of
Agriculture and Consumer Services) to
stop, inspect and search vehicles. Re-
quires such officers to meet training re-

quirements of the Police Standards and
Training Commission and authorizes
them to be armed. Permits them to
make arrests only for violations of the
agriculture inspection law. Makes it un-
lawful and a misdemeanor of the second
degree for any truck or truck and trailer
to pass an inspection station without
stopping for inspection. Effective July
1, 1975.

Revises current law so that dentists,
funeral directors and embalmers are
no longer exempt from jury duty.
Effective upon becoming law.

CHAPTER 75-100
House Bills 868, 1027 and 1159

Authorizes county commissioners to
accept a blanket surety bond, covering
all deputies, instead of individual bonds.
This reduces the paper work, and also
the cost of these bonds, which are paid
for out of the sheriff's budget. Effec-
tive upon becoming law.

CHAPTER 75-118
Senate Bill 609

Tightens up on the sale of copper
wire (the type used by utility com-
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TRAFFIC LAWS

CHAPTER 75-72
Senate Bill 189

Requires that any vehicle damaged
in an auto accident shall be moved, if
possible, so it does not obstruct traffic.
Effective July 1, 1975.

CHAPTER 75-132
Senate Bill 60

Ilia

i

Requires every driver to yield the
right-of-way to a pedestrian worker or
flagman engaged in maintenance or con-
struction work on a highway, when
there are warning signs. Effective Oct.
1, 1975.

(continued from page 5)

CHAPTER 75-223
House Bill 228

Changes the law relating to cruelty
to animals so that agents working for a
society or association for the prevention
of cruelty to animals cannot prosecute
or arrest people for violations of this
part of the statutes. Instead, allows
such agents to investigate violations.
Also allows law enforcement officers
or agents for a society or association to
take into custody any animal found ne-

glected or cruelly treated. Goes on to
set up a procedure for the county judge
to follow in determining if the owner
is fit to retain custody. Provides for
sale of the animal by the sheriff or its
destruction if the owner is found unfit
or unable to care for it. Effective Oct.
1, 1975.

CHAPTER 75-230
Senate Bill 245

Makes several changes in the law re-

gulating and licensing private investiga-
tive agencies, watchmen, guards and pri-
vate detectives. Increases the civil pe-
nalty the Department of State can as-
sess against a licensee from $100 to
$1000. Adds two new types of private
detective licenses to the existing five:
Class F, an unarmed watchman, guard
or patrolman employee; Class G, a state-
wide gun permit. Requires that any
person, before being employed as a
watchman, guard or patrolman by any
person, firm or company must make ap-
plication to the Dept. of State for a
Class F license. A Class F licensee is not

authorized to do business except as an
employee of another person, firm or
company. Although background checks
were authorized in the old law, more
thorough investigations are mandated
by the new law, especially for armed
watchmen and guards. In addition to a
surety bond, all classes of licensees,
except F and G, are now required to
have general liability insurance for death,
bodily and personal injury, false arrest,
detention or imprisonment, malicious
prosecution, libel, slander and violation
of the right of privacy. Requires the
Dept. of State to establish minimum
firearms training requirements for armed
watchmen and guards. Prohibits licen-
sees from using any trade name which
implies an association with a local, state
or federal law enforcement agency.
Further prohibits them: from using the
words "police", "sheriff" or "deputy
sheriff"; from wearing badges or uni-
forms which resemble law enforcement
agencies; from using official seals on
badges, uniforms or cars. Effective Oct.
1, 1975.

CHAPTER 75-266
House Bill 1150

Under the Florida Litter Law, "law
enforcement officer" can mean an em-

ployee of a county or city designated as
a "litter enforcement officer". Leaves
it up to the board of county commis-
sioners to determine the training and
qualifications of these persons. The
only authority of these officers is to
enforce the Florida Litter Law. Effec-
tive upon becoming law.

CHAPTER 75-249
House Bills 188 & 190

Outlaws the use of any material on
the windshield of a motor vehicle which
makes it reflective or in any way non-
transparent. Also limits the type of
material which can be applied to back
windows or the front side windows by
requiring such material cannot reflect
more than 35 per cent of the light strik-
ing it. (This material, if it is highly re-
flective, has the effect of creating a
one-way mirror so that people can see
out but no one can see in. Law enforce-
ment officials are concerned about the
safety of officers having to approach
vehicles where they cannot see what the
occupants are doing. ) Vehicles with
nontransparent back windows will now
have to have side mirrors on both sides.
This law also makes it illegal to sell a
motor vehicle with windows in vio-
lation of the new requirements or to
sell the material which could be applied
to bring a vehicle into non-compliance.
Effective July 1, 1975.
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Sgt. Melba George, (right) of the Hillsbor-
ough County Sheriff's Department receiv-
ing a check from Post Commander James
Mercer and Children and Youth Chair-
person Viola Chipman, both members of
the American Legion, Seminole Post
No. 111,Tampa.

Sheriff Basil Gaines (right) of Pasco County,
with a check from Elmer G. Doss, retiring
president of the Suncoast Aerie No 3153,
Fraternal Order of Eagles.

Bonita Springs Lions Club Treasurer W. A.
Armstrong turning over two checks for the
Boys Ranch and Girls Villa to Lee Count
Sheriff Frank Wanicka.

ounty

GOOD
CHECK
ARTISTS

People who write worthless checks
are known as Bad Check Artists and
often go to jail. Good Check Artists
write very worthwhile checks to the
Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch, Girls

Villa and Youth Fund, and, while they
sometimes go to jail, it's only to pre-
sent the checks to their sheriffs. Wit-

ness:

Sheriff Dale Carson (dark suit) receiving a check from members of the
6922 for the Florida Sheriffs Boys R h d G . om I

Coo Ji B dl Sh iff C o H h

oys anch and Girls Villa. From!
eri arson, Hugh Gentry, Frank Purpura and Officer Jim Webb.

),le III
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v

Ch
A generous donation from the Roll 'N R b Ie es

apter of the Family Motor Coach Asso-
ciation being presented to Sarasota Counto ny
Sheriff Jim Hardcastle (left) by Chub J.
Smith.

St. Lucie County Sheriff Lanie Norvell
accepting a check from Mrs. Dorothy
Miller (left) and Mrs. Ruth Russo, repre-
senting the Ft. Pierce Chapter of the
Women of the Moose.

Polk County Sheriff Monroe Brannen (left)
receiving a check from S. H. Brewer, Jr.
(center) and M. R. Herring.
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Ph o to by Red Hu her Chaplain James Bryan

CELL BLOCK CHAPLAIN
ORLANDO —He's a Karl Maiden with a bookcase of Bi-

bles, and evidence of a broken nose. He's 230 pounds molded
over a 6-foot-2 frame, and James Bryan doesn't look like any-
one's stereotype of a chaplain proclaiming the word of God.

Now, at 38, he is chaplain of the Orange, Lake and Semin-
ole County jails and a deputy sheriff for each county. For
years, he admittedly was a rebel —at war with himself and
the world.

For Jimmy Bryan, life spilled over into the inner city streets
of Baltimore. There was a broken home and a step-father who
was sentenced to 10 years in prison. "My step-father had a
great amount of love for me. I hated society for taking away
someone who was giving me attention. I just ended up hating
everybody; I would fight a total stranger. "

Following his step-father's incarceration, his life-style rolled
down hill, picking up momentum and landing in poverty. "We
went from high on the hog, and then, were eating oatmeal twice
a day if we found soda bottles on the street to pay for it."

In ninth grade, Jimmy Bryan dropped out of high school.
For four of his teen-age years, he worked as a shoeshine boy
in bars and bookie joints, performing occasional services for
the Mafia. He remembers choosing a career of boxing, then

fleeing Baltimore following involvement in a crime that brought
some "felony-type charges". His trainer also left, "but in the
other direction. "

A relative suggested Jimmy join the Army "which I had
already planned to do." Bryan said the Army "taught me to
control myself to some degree, although I was still drinking
and challenging people in the bars. I was still trying to get
it out of my system. "

He remembers ..............
Sprucing up his gambling skills and vowing to earn $1,000

per month from Army buddies, playing poker. "And I did
for six months. But, then, I met the Lord and my income was
drastically reduced. " His mouth slides into a grin.

Bryan was in line one day waiting to pick up some laundry,
and "used the Lord's name in vain. This little guy who was
afraid of me tumed around and looked real hurt ......he asked
me to go to church with him .......I said, 'sure, I will go to
church with you' ........I didn't really plan to go but that night
he found me. "

His resistance crumbled and Bryan soon accepted Christ,
losing his desire for liquor, cigarettes, pills and profanities.
"Now, I can't flip for a Coke. "
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Bryan says the urge to preach soon replaced an urge to fight.
"I knew I could preach that God died for our sins. " As yet, he

had not chosen a denomination, but earned his equivalency dip-

loma at Ft. Bragg and enrolled at the University of North Caro-

lina.
He began attending Sunday morning services at a Methodist

Church; by evening, he was a Baptist. During free hours, he do-

nated time to the county jail. In 1957, after being discharged
from the service, Bryan entered Towson State Teachers' College
in Maryland for official undergraduate work. Later, he earned

a Bachelor of Arts degree in Bible Education from Washington

Bible College in Washington, D. C. and, time permitting, still

pursues graduate studies.
Bryan's autobiographical sketch reveals a person constantly

on the move, but, he says Orlando —hopefully —is the final

destination. In the early 60's, James Bryan helped organize
the Good News Mis'sion which provides chaplains for commun-

ity correctional institutions. In 1963-64, he was a teacher and

houseparent for Hopetown, U.S.A. , a residential school in Vir-

ginia for handicapped and problem children.

In 1965-66, he organized and pastored the Middletown Bap-

tist Church in Middletown, Del, ("We started it in our house,

but, when the congregation numbered 27, we rented a build-

ing. ") In 1967, he returned to the Good News Mission with a

home office in Arlington, Va. , as associate director. The same

year, he was ordained as a Southern Baptist minister in the Bon
Air Baptist Church of Arlington.

Orlando, in 1969,became home by a "happy accident". Bry-
an was vacationing in Orlando when he learned the Orange Coun-

ty Jail's only religious-social work program was the broadcasting
of Sunday services over a public address system.

The next fall he returned as jail chaplain, with the security

of a monthly $30 check from a church in Arlington. Since then,
Orlando area churches have adopted the chaplain and his volun-

teer programs as a project.
For James Bryan, it was a long road from violence and law

breaking to a cramped office on the sixth floor of the Orange

County Courthouse. In this arena, Bryan uses his background
as an unspoken aid. He motions to his broken nose and chuck-

les, "It gives me an 'in' with some people, a sort of unspoken
communication. "

He is reluctant to discuss individual cases where the offer of
salvation and down-to-earth counseling have significantly altered

lifestyles, but says he and assistant chaplain Jerry Jordan are

always on call —for inmates troubled, or ex-inmates "retroub-
led", by the reappearances of old cronies. Success is not auto-
matic.

Spiritual help is an adjunct of the general counseling, which
encourages the basics —good health, improved mental vitality.
"Ican give advice spiritually but if he doesn't take care of him-

self, I talk to him about sit-ups, maybe push-ups and sit-ups. "
In little more than two and one-half years, more than 250

inmates have earned their general equivalency high school dip-
lomas. Other programs initiated during Bryan's tenure include

typing, books from the Orlando Public Library, a motivational
course entitled "Dynamics for Living", drug and alcohol coun-
seling, crisis intervention and others which draw manpower
from county and state governmental agencies.

"On any given day, Orange, Seminole, Lake and Pasco count-
ies may have 800 inmates, " says Bryan who can quote statis-
tics:

*Nearly 10 per cent (38) of inmates in Orange County jail
are participating in Bible studies and the 2-year-old A-plus pro-

gram. Each Thursday night the men are a vision of sameness—
institutional blue slacks and shirts —as they file into a class-
room on the sixth floor. There, volunteers, from physicians to
professors and businessmen, preach the art of developing pos-
itive attitudes.

*Some 25 inmates in the four counties each week accept
Christ.

The work of a deputized chaplain in Orange, Seminole and
I

Lake Counties is as varied as the police blotter. Bryan has coun-
seled underworld kingpin Harlan Blackburn, notified inmates
of the death of kin, and accompanied sobbing felons to funer-
als.

There are happier occasions revealed by Col. Jim Shoultz,
director of the county jail who has worked with Bryan for
four years.

He "routinely" takes prisoners to visit their children. Buy-
ing birthday cards and cakes for families of inmates also are
"routine".

"He will bring a wife and baby to jail so the father can see
his newborn child and he will transport inmates to the hospital
to see their newborn, "

says Shoultz.
"What he does goes beyond religion. He also is trained in

guidance counseling and crisis intervention ....... I can tell you
he is responsible for saving the lives of people who might have
been suicidal, " said Shoultz.

(Excerpted from an article by Pam Pulley which appeared in
Florida Magazine, a supplement of the Orlando Sentinel-Star. )

Cited For Saving Lives

FORT MV EBS —Collecting coins is a

diversion for Lee County Deputy Sheriff
Mike Rymer and his wife, Lou Anne, but
public security is Mike's full-time business
and he takes it seriously —so seriously, in

fact, that he received the Lawman-of-the-
Month Award presented by the Fort Myers
News-Press after he rescued a woman in a
wheelchair and her two sons from their
burning home. l Fort Myers News-Press
photo by Neil Grahamen
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Armed with search warrants, state, local and federal law enforcement
officers "unlocked" several sheds full of stolen goods.

CRIME PAI

Sheriff Cook and his Department face an almost impossible task in try-
ing to determine the ownership of watches, rings and jewelry stolen
over a wide area and over a long period of time.

CHIPLEY —The photos on these two pages tell an amazing
story of recovered stolen property valued at $400,000, and of
the breaking up of a burglary ring some officials feel has been
in operation for 10, maybe 20, years.

Tractors, trucks and bulldozers were the big items members
of the ring seemed to specialize in, but also recovered in a series
of raids were plastic spoons and other cheap cutlery apparently
scooped up from someone's weekend cabin along with more
valuable loot.

The Florida Department of Criminal Law Enforcement
(FDCLE) had known for quite a while "something was going
on in the Florida Panhandle", but agents had not gotten any
solid evidence even though they had given the case a high pri-
ority. The break finally came when a Washington County res-
ident furnished information to the FDCLE about a tractor
being sold to an individual by members of the ring.

It turned out to be stolen and was traced back to Alabama,
even though the serial plate had been removed. It was one of
five brand new tractors stolen along with the truck and trailer
they were being delivered on.

10

Judge W. L. Bailey (left), of the Fourteenth Judicial
Circuit, was amazed at the variety and amount of the
stolen property recovered by Sheriff Cook (in this
case, a chain saw).

Charlie Abbott (left), head of the federally funded Law Enforcement
Assistance Center in Panama City, took part in some of the raids and
later helped Sheriff Cook determine the ownership of some stolen
property.
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before the raid
The inventory of stolen equipment includ

trucks, trailers, and a ditch digger.

ed several bulldozers,

This break led to full-time surveillance and investigation by
FDCLE, the FBI, the Florida Division of Beverage, the Wash-

ington County Sheriff's Department, U. S. Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms Division and the State Attorney's office of the
14th Judicial Circuit.

When officers moved in with their search warrants and arrest
warrants, they found barns crammed full of stolen goods. A
lot of it was old, worn out, almost useless equipment, but there
were also items apparently stolen from construction sites (such
as sinks and stoves) still in their packing cases.

The lawful owners of much of the heavy equipment were
difficult to find because serial numbers had been removed. By
going back to the manufacturer, led by FDCLE agents M. R.
Cornellius and Wallace Gossett, investigators were able to lo-
cate hidden serial numbers and find other means of identifica-
tion.

The theft ring was apparently a family type of organization
involving fathers, sons, and uncles. Local law enforcement of-
ficials said they had suspected for years that the members of
this family were involved in criminal activity, but they had
never been able to pin anything on them. One reason was that
most of the heavy stuff and many of the other items were stolen
from other parts of the Florida Panhandle and surrounding
states, especially Alabama. Washington County was their base
and storage area.

Don T. West, Special Agent-in-Charge of the FDCLE field
office in Ft. Walton Beach, said the ring was set up to remove
serial numbers, repaint equipment and then "fence it" to busi-

nessmen, contractors or farmers who didn't ask questions about
titles and prices way below market value.

Officials agree that if the theft ring's inventory of stolen
property at the time of the raids was $400,000 and the ring had
been in operation for several years, the total value of all stolen
goods and equipment passing through Washington County
could be in the millions of dollars.

Members of the family theft ring have been charged with
several offenses ranging from theft for interstate transportation
of motor vehicles to assaulting officers. Officials anticipate the
filing of many more charges and a federal grand jury may be
brought into the picture to investigate violations of additional
federal laws.

Even truck tires with identification
numbers branded into them proved too
tempting for ring members to leave be-
hind. Washington County Sheriff Ther-
on Cook takes the numbers down to be
checked against computerized state and
national stolen property files.
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Lt. Don Schmitt, Lee County
Sheriff's Department, left,
and Sheriff Frank Wanicka,
right, investigating scene
where Zahorian left ransom
money.

A DAY TO
For Sheriff Wanicka

and kidnapped
Lt. Don Schmitt, Lee
County Sheriff's Depart- sBIlmBI'
Cunningham, Chief of In-
telligence Unit for State
Attorney's office, escorting
Glenn Robert "Bobby"
Griffin, center, to the Lee
County Jail.

Colonel David Wilson, left,
and Major Jerry Warriner,
right, of the Lee County
Sheriff's Department pin-
pointing on the map of
Lee County the drop site of
the ransom money.
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F ORT MYERS —It was May 19 —a seemingly normal

Monday morning. Sheriff Frank Wanicka was sitting at his

desk reading the morning mail and sipping coffee.
Patrol cars were threading heavy morning traffic, and the

Sheriff" s helicopter was idle. Deputies and clerks were making

preparations for a day's court proceedings.
In the communications room the teletype printer clattered

fitfully while the radio channels crackled with routine mes-

sages. A store had been burglarized. A traffic accident was

being investigated.
Then, the telephone rang, and Monday, May 19, suddenly

became a tense, frantic day to remember. The call was from
The Barnett Bank. Steve Zahorian, the bank president, had

been kidnapped for ransom and his family was being held hos-

tage.

REMEMBER
Details were sketchy. President Zahorian had walked into

the bank at approximately 8 a. m. , and had slipped a note to
one of the vice presidents. Then he had withdrawn $111,000
in hundreds and twenties, and had hurriedly left.

The note handed to one of the vice presidents said President
Zahorian's family was being held hostage, and requested that
the Sheriff's Office be notified.

Immediately, the Sheriff's coffee cup, the morning mail and

all other routine matters were abandoned, and every available

man and woman concentrated on the kidnapping.
Patrol cars were dispatched to all highways leading from Lee

County to cut off any getaway attempt by the unidentified

kidnappers.
Deputies sped to the vicinity of the Zahorian home and

stood by, not knowing the situation inside and not dazing to
enter immediately for fear the hostages might be harmed.

Shortly, President Zahorian contacted the Sheriff to explain
that he had dropped the ransom money at a designated spot in

North Fort Myers, and he had reason to believe the kidnappers
were no longer in his home.

Deputies entering the home found Mrs. Zahorian, her 14-
year-old daughter and 11-year-old son blindfolded and hand-

cuffed together, but apparently unharmed.

Meanwhile, President Zahorian was directing lawmen to the

spot where he had dropped the ransom money. Sheriff Wan-

icka, accompanied by State Attorney Joseph D'Allessandro and

Chief Assistant State Attorney Louis St. Laurent, sped to the

drop site and apprehended Edward Bettner, 29, of North Fort
Myers, who was armed with a 32 revolver but did not offer
any resistance.

Later, after Bettner had been charged with kidnapping, ex-

tortion, breaking and entering, two counts of armed robbery,
carrying a concealed firearm and grand larceny, Sheriff Wan-

icka found out why the suspect had lingered at the drop site,

apparently searching for the ransom money.
A local couple passing by had seen President Zahorian drop-

ping the suitcases along the road. They stopped to investigate,
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discovered the suitcases contained large amounts of cash, and
decide'5 to report what they had found. However, by the time

they had contacted authorities, Bettner was under arrest.
Two more arrests followed. One involved Bettner's wife,

Willie Mae, who was apprehended near the drop site and char-

ged with conspiracy to kidnap and conspiracy to commit ex-

tortion. The other involved Glenn Robert "Bobby" Griffin,
39, of East Fort Myers, who was charged with the same crimes
as Bettner following an intensive overnight investigation.

Thus, 'in a little over 24 hours, the entire investigation was

wrapped up, with three suspects in custody, the victims safe,
and the ransom money recovered.

It had been a hectic Monday, one to be long remembered—
especially the touching scene that occurred when Zahorian,
frantic with worry, 'was flown by Sheriff's helicopter to his

home, so that he could embrace his tearful family and reassure
himself they were unharmed.

Another memorable highlight occurred later when Bettner
pleaded guilty and was sent to the state prison system to begin
serving two life sentences plus a 15-year sentence.

Griffin was still awaiting trial when this article was written.
In a final wrap-up, Sheriff Wanicka filled in these details:
On May 18, near midnight, two men disguised with ski masks

and armed with guns and knives broke into the Zahorian home.
They blindfolded Mrs. Zahorian and the two children and hand-

cuffed them together, then kept Zahorian under guard until
daylight.

Shortly before 8 a. m. , one of the kidnappers ordered Za-

horian to drive him to the Barnett Bank, where Zahorian was
instructed to withdraw $400,000 and place the bills in two
suitcases. Zahorian was also told that his coat had been
"bugged" so that the kidnappers could hear anything he said
while he was inside the bank.

After Zahorian left the bank, he drove to the drop site,
tossed out the suitcases, and returned to the bank as instructed.

Up to that point, the plan seemed to be working. However,
the kidnappers overlooked the possibility of Zahorian passing
a note to someone inside the bank; and they didn't anticipate
passersby picking up the ransom money.

Barnett President Steve Zahorian, left, and Sheriff Frank Wanicka, far
right, presenting Distinguished Service Awards and bank reward to
couple from Lee County for returning ransom money.
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LIFETIME MEMBERS BUILDERS CLUB

COL. RENALDO G. BELANGER
Jacksonville

MR. and MRS. E. J. BICKLEY
Buffalo, Minn.

MR. JEFF EASON

Wauchula

MR. JOHN EASON

Wauchula

MR. JAMES E. EDWARDS
Ft. Lauderdale

MR. and MRS. CHARLES M. JESSUP
Pompano Beach

MR. and MRS. THEODORE KELLER
St. Cloud

DR. WILEY E. KOON

Winter Haven

MR. THOMAS W. LAW

Lutz

MR. J. L. LUCAS

Melbourne

MR. CHARLES MOORE

Tampa

MR. GURNEE MUNN, JR.
Palm Beach

MR. RON PAYNE

Tallahassee

COL. GLEN L. PUGMIRE

Orlando

MR. and MRS. CHRISTOPHER RAYMOND

Boys Ranch

MR. J. L. SPANGLER

Bartow

MRS. JU LIAN WA R R EN

Jacksonville

MRS. H. L. WEYRAUCH

Lake Placid

WOMEN'S GUILD, PENNEY MEMORIAL

CHURCH

Penney Farms

Mr. John Anderson, Jacksonville
Mrs. Anna V. Armstrong, Redington Beach
Mr. Juan A. Bavon, Catano, Puerto Rico
Mrs. Harvey Barman, Vero Beach
Mr. H. C. Biber, Haynesville, N. C.
Mrs. Hilma W. Bixby, Sutton, Mass.
Mr. C. A. Boyd, Sarasota
Dr. Henry G. Breitmoser, Jacksonville
Mrs. B. F, Brown, Hendersonville, N. C.
Mr. Milton Brown, Pasadena
Mr. Ordway P. Burden, New York, N. Y.
Dr. Vincent C. Canape, Jacksonville
Cavalier Products, Inc. , Jacksonville
Dr. & Mrs. Paul A. Chatelier, Pinellas Park
Mrs. Charles E. Culpepper, Miami
Mr. & Mrs. K. C. Dobbs, Jacksonville
Mr. W. M. Dorton, Live Oak
Mrs. Toni Duke, Jacksonville
Mr. Jeff Eason, Wauchula
Mr. John Eason, Wauchula
Dr. Thomas S. Edwards, Jacksonville
Mr. & Mrs. E. V. Ericsson, N. Miami Beach
Mr. Harry Felton, Clearwater
Mr. J. W. Ferguson, Richmond, Va.
Mr. Richard J. Fontaine, Cape Coral
Mr. Ralph Foote, Ft. Myers
Mr. James P. Gallagher, Adrian, Mich.
Gold Kist, Inc. , Atlanta, Ga.
Gorman Company, Inc. , Jacksonville
Greater Jacksonville Orange Park Lodge

No. 42, Loyal Order of Moose
Mr. & Mrs. T. Paul Haley, Homestead
Mrs. Nellie B. Hall, Kissimmee
Dr. D. E. Harrell, Mandarin
Mr. F. Marion Harrelson, St. Petersburg

Youth Helpers

Help Youth

The Manatee County
You th Foot ba I I Leagu e
donated over 200 foot-
ball helmets to the Flor-
ida Sheriffs Boys Ranch
so Sheriff Richard Weit-
zenfeld (center) present-
ed a Builder certificate
to Gene Gallo (left) and
Stu Landers.

I I a a I I I I I '

Mr. Earle W. Hartley, Thomaston, Conn.
Mr. K. D. Hedin, Vero Beach
Mr. Everett Huskey, Maitland
Jacksonville Shipyards, Inc.
Jasmine Heights Hobby Club, New Port

Richey
Johnson Drug Company of Ocala
Mr. Glen Johnson, Temple Terrace
Mr. Sterling J. Jordan, Jr. , Ocala
Dr. Thomas L. Klechak, Jacksonville
Lady Beautiful Hair Fashions, St. Petersburg
Lake Shore Woman's Club, Jacksonville
Mr. Glenn S. Linnee, Melbourne
Mr. & Mrs. T. D. Lorentzen, Bradenton
Mr. & Mrs. C. V. McClaran, Ft. Myers
Mr. Ralph S. McComiskey, Essex, Mass.
Mr. Bryan McCormick, Jacksonville
Dr. Milton McKnight, Jacksonville
Mr. & Mrs. D. Fred McMullen, Tallahassee
Majestic Towers, Pasadena
Marion Tractor & Equipment, Ocala
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip P. Marvin, Sarasota
Dr. Charles A. Mead, Jacksonville
Mr. Carl Meiers, Tampa
Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Mullinax, Jacksonville
Ms. Ruth Murdock, Columbus, Ohio
Mrs. Elinor R. Orlandella, Dana Point, Cal.
Pan American Bank of Broward County,

Fort Lauderdale
Mrs. Kate Paul, Cape Coral
Mr. A. C. Peebles, Tallahassee
Mr. Vincent Picone, Forrest, III.
Misses Kathleen & Mary Plumb,

Clearwater
Mr. Donald L. Prettyman, Ocala
PYA Monarch Institutional Foods,

Jacksonville
Mr. Alfred E. Rasch, Dunedin
Mrs. Ben Richard, Miami Beach
Riverside Lions Club, Jacksonville
Rocky Creek Golden Age Club, Inc. ,

Tampa
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip W. Rose, Rockledge
Mr. Robert W. Schellenberg, Jacksonville
Mr. & Mrs. H. V. Smock, Sun City Center
Star Boarders Club, Clearwater
Mr. George H. Taylor, Port St. Lucie
Mr. & Mrs. J. C. Taylor, St. Louis, Mo.
Mrs. Elry E. Tucker, Ottowa, III.
Dr, Morley F. Vail, Jacksonville
Mrs. Ruth Van Horne, St. Petersburg
Mr. Thomas C. Vickory, Tampa
Mr. & Iylrs. Mauri Waite, Neptune Beach
Walgreen's Warehouse, Tampa
Mr. & Mrs. W. B. Watson, Sebring
Mr. H. G. Woodward, St. Cloud

BUILDERS

Bultbse
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Florida Sheriffs Association

LIFETIME HONORARY MEMBERSHIPS
have 6een presented to:

h

Frank H. Smedley (left), South Pasadena,
by Sheriff Bill Roberts of Pinellas County.

Mr, and Mrs. John K. Gladney (center), St.
Petersburg, by Pinellas County Sheriff Bill
Roberts (right) and former Sheriff Don
Genung who is now Director of Develop-
ment for the Florida Sheriffs Youth Fund.

Mrs. Elizabeth Hopkins, St. Petersburg, by
Pinellas County Sheriff Bill Roberts.

T. Mark Britt (left), Winter Garden, by
Orange County Sheriff Mel Colman.

Robert A. Woods
of New Port Rich-
ey (right) by Sher-
iff Basil Gaines of
Pasco County.

Mr. and Mrs. Wenceslaus J. Vavrik (center), Seminole, by Pinellas County Sheriff Bill Roberts
(left) and the former sheriff, Don Genung.

For their generous support of the Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch, Girls Villa and Youth Fund,
Builder certificates have been issued by Clay County Sheriff Jennings Murrhee to: Mr. & Mrs. S. C. Fargason, Green Cove

Springs (right).
Chief Raymond Thies,
representing the Orange
Park Fire Department.

Mrs. A. H. Moore, Green
Cove Springs.

T. W. Baker, Keystone
Heights.
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The NeW Wey —In full operation the automatic dirt sifter keeps six men busy sorting
debris, three men shoveling dirt onto the screen and one man shoveling the dirt away.

The Inventors —Deputy Earl Newhouse
(left) and Detective Sgt. John Roberts de-
cided to use their brains and save their backs
so they invented an electric, automatic,
mechanical dirt sifter.

BRAINS VS. BRAWN
and the dirt did fly

16

The Old Way —Not only is it slow and inefficient
to sift dirt by hand, it is also very hard on the back.

STUART —Necessity is often given credit for being the
mother of invention, but aching backs and muscles should prob-
ably get a lot of credit also. Take for instance the case of
Martin County Sheriff's deputies faced with the job of sifting
a mountain of dirt to find clues to an apparent murder.

After one day of back-breaking hand sifting, deputies John
Roberts and Earl Newhouse put their heads together and came
up with a mechanized dirt sifter.

Their contraption was built around an electric jack hammer
attached to a mesh screen in a metal frame. When turned on,
the in and out motion of the hammer moved the screen back
and forth. A portable gas generator supplied electricity.

Not only was the job easier, but deputies were able to sift
more dirt. Their mechanical helper had to be rested now and
then, and, every once in a while, a bolt would vibrate loose,
but, other than that, the mechanical sifter was a success.

But Newhouse and Roberts were not satisfied. When their
fellow deputies arrived at the site the third morning, they found
a sifter twice as large as the first one with welded joints instead
of bolts.

To "feed" this sifter, front loaders scooped up dirt from
around the gravesite and piled it in one spot. The resulting
pile was about 20 feet high and 12 feet in diameter.

When switched on, the new sifter made dirt and roots dance
on the vibrating screen. 1t worked so well it took six men to
sort through the debris and three more to shovel dirt onto it.
Still another man shoveled dirt from under the sifter into the
bucket of a front loader to be carried away. By the end of the
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The ReSultS —This pile of dirt was sifted in one day by the depu-
ties and their mechanical dirt sifter in the background.

day, the pile of dirt was gone.
"The 'thing' is a real wonder, " said Sheriff James Holt. "It

saved countless man-hours and did a tremendous job of sifting
through the dirt. "

Although the sifter did its job well, deputies were not able

to find enough bone fragments to identify the victim. How-

ever, it was determined the body was that of a teen-age girl.

Sheriff Holt theorized most of the bones had been removed
before the gravesite was discovered by a hiker.

Even though their prospects for success were not good when

they started, officers could think back to a similar case in

neighboring St. Lucie County where Martin County deputies
helped sift (by hand) for days. Finally, enough jaw fragments
were located to make an identification of the two female vic-

tims. A suspect was arrested and later convicted.

Sheriffs' budget appeals
upheld by courts

TALLAHASSEE —Two recent appellate court decisions
have upheld the authority of sheriffs to retain a great deal of
control over their budgets, even in the face of opposition from

county commissioners.
A year ago, the Broward County Commission allocated

$7.57 million to Sheriff Ed Stack's Department, but the Sheriff
said that was not enough, so he filed an appeal with the state
Administration Commission, made up of the Governor and
Cabinet.

The Board increased the Sheriff's budget to $8.6 million.
The county then went to court and attacked the right of the
state to tell a county how much money the Sheriff should
have.
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The First District Court of Appeals here in Tallahassee or-

dered the County Commission to give Sheriff Stack the money.
In the meantime, a compromise had been worked out to the
satisfaction of the Sheriff and the Commission, but the right of
appeal remained inviolate.

The other case started even farther back, in 1973,when the
Manatee County Commission refused to give Sheriff Richard
Weitzenfeld money he wanted to buy a helicopter for his De-
partment.

The Sheriff appealed the Commission's decision and had
part of what he asked for restored by the state. He then used
funds from his budget to lease a helicopter. The Commission
then took the position they had not funded a helicopter and
the Sheriff had no right to lease one even though he had enough
money in his budget. The dispute ended up in circuit court
when the Commission refused to give Weitzenfeld money to
operate his department.

When the circuit judge declared the Sheriffs' budget appeal
law to be unconstitutional, Sheriffs Association attorney Jack
Skelding took an appeal directly to the State Supreme Court,
claiming the law was not unconstitutional.

In reversing the circuit court, the high court said, in. a unani-
mous decision, "We find the internal operation of the sheriff's
office and the allocation of appropriated monies within the six
items of the budget is a function which belongs uniquely to
the sheriff as the chief law enforcement officer of the county.
To hold otherwise would do irreparable harm to the integrity
of a constitutionally created office ...... and, in practical effect,
gain nothing for the county. "

The Court said the law "empowers the county to make lump
sum reductions or additions of monies allocated to any of the
six budget items; it does not, however, authorize an intrusion
into the functions which are necessarily within the purview of
the office of sheriffs. "
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STAUFFERSTUFF
By Carl Stauffer, Executive Director

Florida Sheriffs /dissociation

Nobody
Not the legislator
Not the judge
Not the social worker
Not the corrections expert
Not the prosecutor
Not the juryman
Not the defense attorney
Not the psychiatrist Stauffer
Not the Parole and Probation supervisor

Nobody, except God himself, is as exposed to the full im-

pact of the crime problem as your Sheriff and his deputies.
The professor of criminology usually knows what he reads

in books, what he hears in seminars, and what he observes as
an outsider who is not directly involved in law enforcement.

The Legislator, unless he has served his novitiate in law en-
forcement, is equally limited.

The judge tiptoes around the pitfalls of judicial error, and
hacks his way through a jungle of legal maneuvering created
by attorneys for the prosecution and the defense. He's more
concerned with a fair trial than he is with the broad ramifica-
tions of crime; and his knowledge of crime, criminals and vic-
tims comes to him primarily through written reports or the
calculated testimony he hears in court proceedings.

The social worker, corrections worker, prosecutor, juryman,
defense attorney, psychiatrist and parole worker get involved
in the crime problem, but primarily as it relates to the crim-
inal, and not as it relates to the victim.

And, although they study the criminal with intensity and
with a variety of motivations, they seldom encounter him
"while the blood is still on his hands". The person they deal
with in the sterile atmosphere of courtrooms and anterooms
is likely to be well scrubbed, polite, neatly dressed and intense-
ly motivated by hopes of leniency.

Your Sheriff is not hampered by the same limitations. He
is privileged to see the criminal at his worst and at his best.

His balanced perspective derives from encountering the crim-
inal at the scene of the crime, from sometimes confronting him
in armed or hand-to-hand combat, and from keeping him in
custody in the county jail.

As executive officer of the courts he is privileged to observe
the extensive and expensive procedures society has developed
for analyzing, adjudicating, coddling and rehabilitating crim-
inals.

Your Sheriff is a part of this massive machinery, and, yet,
he alone among the criminal justice officials is also privileged
to see in full the great injustices that set the machinery in mo-
tion.

As law enforcement officers, your Sheriff and his deputies
have the unhappy privilege of being at the crime scene. And
he (among all the trained and concerned people who later listen
to the confessions of the criminal) is usually the only one who
has also heard the screams and moans of the victim.

No one else involved in housing, educating and motivating
criminals also has an everyday opportunity to see the bloodied
victim of an assault, the pitiful remains of a molested child,
the distraught owner of a vandalized home, the mental anguish
of the rape victim, or the mute indictment of human bestiality
spoken by the broken and sometimes dismembered body of
the murder victim.

Crime problems will not be solved by a parade of gore, but
they will also not be solved without giving appropriate weight
to the crime itself.

Your Sheriff does not become so preoccupied with the
criminal and his needs, that he forgets about the crime itself
or the victim and his needs. It seems that he alone has an op-
portunity to get a balanced perspective.

He alone gets involved in the entire criminal justice process,
including the matter of financing law enforcement, the courts
and corrections. He's a budget conscious administrator, and
that, too, is part of the picture.

So—to whom do you go to get a complete picture of
crime and its ramifications?

God knows —and so does your Sheriff.
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Diplomas For FBI Academy Graduates

WASHINGTON, D. C. —The 101st session of the F61 National Academy
had among its graduates one Florida Sheriff and one deputy. Seminole County
Sheriff John Polk Iright photo) and Pinellas County Deputy Leonard Remming
received their diplomas from F6 I Deputy Associate Director Thomas J. Jenkins.

THE SHERIFF'S STAR



Sheriff Walt Pellicer Sheriff Dale Carson

Pellicer and Carson elected
MEMPHIS —Putnam County Sheriff Walt Pellicer was ele-

vated to Sergeant-at-Arms when the National Sheriffs Associa-
tion held its 35th Annual Informative Conference here June
15-18, 1975.

He was formerly a member of the NSA board of directors
and his new position puts him in direct line of advancement
toward the presidency of the national organization.

Sheriff Pellicer's law enforcement career spans 26 years. He

served as president of the Florida Sheriffs Association in 1971.
Florida delegates to the national conference included Jack-

sonville Sheriff Dale Carson, who was one of the featured speak-

ers on the program and was named to the NSA's board of di-

rectors. Other speakers included Alabama Governor George
Wallace, Tennessee Governor Ray Blanton; and FBI Director
Clarence M. Kelley.

In a final business session, members of the NSA voted to
hold their 1980 Informative Conference at the Diplomat Hotel,
Hollywood, Fla.

Next year's meeting will be held in Chicago.

Two Polk Grads

BARTOW —Deputy Kenneth D. Barber (left) of the Polk County
Sheriff's Department, temporarily exchanges his uniform hat for a
mortarboard with Capt. John A. Brady, Director of Training. Barber,
a one a one-half year veteran of the department, received his Bachelor
of Science degree in Criminal Justice recently from Roilins College
of Winter Park. Traffic Officer Barber joins about 25 per cent of
Polk Deputies who hold either two or four year degrees. He was
able to attend school because of a federal Law Enforcement Educa-
tion Program (LEEP) grant. Capt. Brady is another of Sheriff
Monroe Brannen's men who has earned his four-year degree while
working as a full-time deputy.

Leslie L. Smith

TALLAHASSEE —Leslie L. Smith, 69, a retired ballistician
formerly employed by The Florida Department of Law En-

forcement, died here June 9, 1975, following a long illness.
Well known to many associates in the criminal justice field,

"Les" was a lieutenant on the New York City Police Force
before moving to Tallahassee in 1959.

He was employed as a ballistician in the crime laboratory
of the Florida Sheriffs Bureau January 16, 1959, and remained
in that capacity when the agency evolved into the Florida Bu-

reau of Law Enforcement and the Florida Department of Law
Enforcement. He retired in 1971before the agency made a
further title change to Florida Department of Criminal Law
Enforcement.

He was a member of the First Baptist Church, Tallahassee.
Survivors include his wife, Elise, of Tallahassee, and a brother,
J. Frederick Smith, of Bella Vista, Ark.

JULY-AUGUST 1975

SAR Award Goes To Heidtman

WEST PALM BEACH —Sheriff William R. Heidtman (center)
received the Law Enforcement Commendation Medal of the National
Society of the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) in a presen-
tation made by Ordway P. Burden, (right) of New York City and
Hobe Sound, chairman of the Law Enforcement Committee of the
National SAR. Burden said the first such commendation was pre-
sented to the late J. Edgar Hoover in 1966 but it is very rare for a
local law enforcement officer to receive this national award. "Sheriff
Heidtman joins the ranks of distinguished law enforcement officials—
such as current FBI Director Clarence Kelley; Sheriff Peter Pitchess,
Los Angeles County; and Michael J. Codd, New York City Police Com-
missioner —in receiving recognition for his dedication and record of
professional achievement with the Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office, "
Burden added. Also participating in the presentation was Fred Clark,
Vice President of the First National Bank of Palm Beach and an
officer in the local chapter of the SAR.
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"Lord knows it's not the money, "says Sarasota County
Deputy Sheriff James It'. Johnston in this article which he
wrote after 8'arren Jones, a Sarasota policeman, was shot
and killed in the line of duty.

Scattered through generations of time, with no geographic
confines, with varied backgrounds and no specific markings,
such as size or color, comes a special and "different breed".
This breed is not bound by sex, race, color, creed, religious
or political preference.

To categorize: Species —human; region of habitat —hation-
wide; breed status —unprotected, near extinction. Specifically,
the modern Law Enforcement Officer.

Today, law enforcement agencies outline strict requirements
for applicants seeking positions. Height, weight, scholastic
achievement, personality and physical condition. And, after an
individual is accepted for law enforcement training, he still has
to prove his temperament and display the presence of common
sense.

Of course, on the surface, you can't see why any normally
intelligent, physically strong and morally straight Boy or Girl
Scout-type wouldn't just fall right in and do a fine job. Well,
you' re probably right, as far as the job goes, but, when the de-

tails that have been omittted to this point come into play, most
of your good scouts fall by the wayside.

Up to now, we haven't discussed poor pay, in relation to
other jobs that require as much education and training; the odd
hours that prevent a normal family life; the disgusting sights
witnessed, such as accidents, child abuse, beatings, and the
wasted lives tied to drugs and alcohol; the boredom of a quiet
shift, working alone; the salesmanship of settling a family fight;
or the integrity required to arrest your own brother if he breaks
the law.

We haven't talked about the physical dangers and public re-
lations.

When a person is hired and trained as a law enforcement of-
ficer, the general citizenry really only places two requirements
on him: (1) Enforce the law and protect me and mine with the
strength of Samson, the speed of lightning and the legal wisdom
of the American Bar Association; (2) If we happen to come in
contact with each other on a professional basis, remember from
whence comes thy income and don't hurt my feelings.

Of course, the aforementioned bits of sarcasm are intended
to be humorous, but, unfortunately, too often they are only
too real.

An officer of the law is a scholar of statistics. He knows that
more police officers are brutally slain while making routine
traffic stops than at any other time. Still, if you are stopped by
him, you have every right to expect him to be courteous and pa-
tient while you fumble around in the dark glove box for your
driver's license. For all he knows, it may really be a gun and the
end of his life.

There are so many frustrations in the normal performance
of a police officer's duties, it's hard to know exactly where to
start. So, let's look at this example.

Suppose (and these are fictional circumstances based on fact)
that you are dispatched to a location because there are some
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suspicious people hanging around a building at 3 a.m. When
you arrive in the area, you find an open door at the building
in question. You get a backup unit of two to help check the
inside of the store. Once inside, you apprehend two juveniles,
ages 15 and 16. Because they are juveniles, they are released to
the parents, criminals just the same. Turned back to the same
supervision that allowed them this criminal opportunity in the
first place. Label this one in a series. The list goes on,

With the increase in crime, so go the odds against a police
officer living through another tour of duty. And, you' ve got
to ask yourself why.

Why does a human (male or female) suffer personal hardship
as a social outcast? Why do they make the sacrifices of com-
fort and pleasure that many people enjoy?

What makes a person, who could have undoubtedly excelled
in another area of endeavor, take on the constant uphill battle
of protecting lives and property from those who would abuse
and destroy them? To place one's own personal safety second
to that of anyone, I mean anyone who is unable to help him-
self?

How does he keep from becoming emotionally involved
since it is an unprofessional luxury? Why does he protect the
law, like a god, with his life if need be?

It's not the money. Lord knows, it's not the money. And
I don't think it's love for people.

I believe that in this haze of hate, violence and confusion,
there is something worth saving. I believe in the laws of the
United States and enforce them for the common good.

I am a Law Enforcement Officer and I do what I do because
it's in my heart. Contrary to popular belief, we do come
equipped with one.

Though our numbers are threatened, our pleasures few, and
all too often our lives end before they have even begun, I'm
proud to have been born of a "different breed".

Patrolman Warren Jones died, and, though I never met him,
I' ll always feel I' ve lost a good friend.

Million-Dollar Bonfire

SANFORD —With Seminole County Deputy Sheriff H, D. Kirby
standing guard, the Regional Crime Laboratory put the torch to mari-
juana, hard drugs and other contraband with a street value of $3 to $5
million. The contraband was submitted to the lab for testing over an
18-month period. (Sanford Herald photo by Bill Vincent)
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PAL Director R. K. (Dick) Goodman

Sheriff sponsors PAL
MACCLENNY —Baker County Sheriff Joe Newmans is spon-

soring a Police Athletic League for boys and girls, and his goal

is 200 members.
The emphasis will be on sports, Sheriff Newmans said, but,

eventually, he hopes to develop a broad county-wide program
that includes many kinds of recreation.

Special Deputy R. K. (Dick) Goodman is in charge of the
project. He is a former professional baseball player and, at one
time, held a Middle Atlantic amateur boxing title. He is cur-
rently attending Lake City Community College and majoring
in physical education.

The Police Athletic League is only one of several youth pro-
grams in which Sheriff Newmans is involved. He also sponsors
the school safety patrol in Baker County, and he is actively
supporting The Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch and The Florida
Sheriffs Girls Villa.

Sheriff Joe Newmans (right) shows Deputy
Sheriff G. W. Rhoden the T-shirt that
makes him officially a member of the Police
At hi et ic Leagu e.
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Top cop award
SARASOTA —Deputy Ronald Arnold was presented the

"Top Cop" award by Sheriff Jim Hardcastle for making the
most "on-sight arrests" for felony crimes committed —auto
theft, drug sales and burglary —in 1974. Arnold received a

bonus of $100.
The award was initiated for patroling deputies as an incent-

ive for alertness.

Wanicka's pressure rises
FORT MYERS —The actions and decisions of judges fre-

quently raise Sheriff Frank Wanicka's blood pressure to danger
ously high levels. And, here's just one example of the sort of
thing that irks him no end:

A felon with a long criminal record was found guilty of
breaking and entering on April 22, 1975, and, in spite of the
fact that his record reflected arrests for rape, assault, aggravated
assault, breaking and entering and grand larceny (at least 30
arrests since 1949), the judge released him on his own recog-
nizance (without bail) with no date set for sentencing.

On May 20, while still awaiting sentencing, the felon was

again arrested and charged with kidnapping, extortion, breaking
and entering, two counts of armed robbery, carrying a con-
cealed firearm and grand larceny.

Newsmen then questioned the judge about his previous de-

cision to release the man on his own recognizance, and the
judge defended himself by saying the prisoner "had no pre-
vious record of violence. " He added that this man "has never

made any effort to run and I think he could be released right
now and he still wouldn't try. "

When it was pointed out the prisoner had become involved
in a kidnapping and other serious crimes while free and awaiting
sentencing on a previous serious crime, the judge's reply was
that the kidnapping just didn't fit the man's previous criminal
pattern.
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High praise
MAITLAND —In a letter to the editor of the Orlando

Sentinel-Star, Alfred H. Rodemann had only the highest praise
for the Orange County Sheriff's Department.

When his son, who is afflicted by aplastic anemia, needed
to be quickly and carefully transported to Shands Hospital in
Gainesville, the Sheriff's employees went into immediate action
with their Rescue I helicopter.

The helicopter crew "could not have been kinder or more
helpful, "said Rodemann. "As for Sheriff Colman and his de-
partment, we can find no finer example of the good that can
be found in this world. "

Brevard Sheriff
honored

State Cmdr. of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Jack Petit of
Ormond Beach, announced that Brevard County Sheriff
Leigh S. Wilson was chosen to receive that organization's award
as Outstanding Law Enforcement Officer for 1974-75.

A plaque was presented to Sheriff Wilson at the VFW's con-
vention in Miami Beach in June, and Cmdr. Petit noted that
"Sheriff Wilson's views on law enforcement and the public's
attitude toward crime mirror those of the VFW. They reflect
a deep and abiding concern for the welfare of the people and
the nation as a whole. "

A graduate of the Delehanty Police Training Institute and
the New York Police Academy, Wilson has been in law enforce-
ment for 39 years. Following 20 years of service with the New
York City Police Department, he served as Chief of Police of
Melbourne Beach for six years. In 1962, he was elected to
serve the unexpired term of Sheriff Jimmy Dunn, and, there-
after, has been reelected to successive four-year terms.
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Is your business a likely target for retail theft~ If it is, your
losses can be very high. To do something about shoplifting,
follow these suggestions from the HELP STOP CRIME pro-
gram, which is sponsored by the Governor's Crime Prevention
Committee. (For more information about the program, write
to HELP STOP CRIME, Suite 314, 620 S. Meridian Street,
Tallahassee, Fla. 32304.J
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Are You Missing Something'I

Shopkeeper, department store manager,
merchant, whatever the size of your retail
business you have thousands of items in
hundreds of different places throughout your
store. And you can't watch all of them all of the
time. When you turn your back the slim woman
you thought you saw enter the dressing room
comes out looking plump. Or some teen bolts
down the aisle and out the front door. They are
ripping you off. Stealing your profits. Running
up prices for your good customers and
contributing to inflation. Retail Theft is no small
crime and, as you know, there is no easy
solution.

Maybe you have been making it hard on
yourself. It could be that you are unintentionally
presenting an easy target for Retail Theft. .It
could be you are not using all the preventative
techniques at your disposal.

If They Are Going to Steal From You,
Make It Hard On Them

The way you display your goods can reduce the
opportunity for theft.

Avoid narrow, cluttered aisles. Keep
everything as open and neat as possible. Thieves
hesitate to break up an orderly shelf. Any
situation that leads to congestion is dangerous.
It is easy for quick fingers to function under the
cover of a crowd.

Avoid display counters that obstruct your
view. Keep items at a medium level so you can
see across the top of them.

Becareful where you put your cash register. It
should not block your view. And your cash

register should be a respectable distance from
any door. However, the cash register area
should be in clear sight from the outside where
possible.

Keep valuable merchandise away from the
doors. Restrict entry and exits in your store.
And where possible use separate doors. Obey
fire safety regulations. But watch all the doors
you cannot lock.

If the merchandise you are selling comes in
pairs, only show one of a pair. With shoes and
like merchandise display either the right or left
of each style or color.

Discourage loitering. And when your store is
crowded encourage employees to circulate and
offer to help.

Develop A Store Security System

Every merchant can afford to set up a sound
security system with the personnel and material
on hand.

Divide your store into sections and designate
the sections to employees. Develop a warning
system so employees can be alerted when the
presence of a thief is suspected.

Never leave a section unattended. Lock up
expensive merchandise. Give customers
receipts for all purchases and spot check receipts
at the exits.

Locate mirrors so that several areas of the
store can be seen at one glance. Pay special
attention to out-of-the-way corners and
doorways. Place telephones where employees
can view the sales area.

If you suspect an individual pay him a lot of
attention. If he is a customer, he will be
flattered. If he is a potential thief, he is likely to
leave in a hurry and not come back.

The Way You Treat People Is
Important Too.

Try to personalize your store. Keep it
comfortable and courteous. Don't make your
establishment the kind of place people feel
justified stealing from. Make it plain you are
watching over your customers but make it seem
a service, not a surveillance. Serve all customers
as promptly as possible. When you are busy with
one customer and another enters, acknowledge
his presence and notify him you will be right
there.




