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Be nosey,
"Sheriff urges

LIVE OAK —Suwannee County Sheriff Robert Leonard
urged members of the Live Oak Junior Women's Club to be-
come nosey neighbors.

"Be inquisitive, "he said. "Be downright nosey if you have

to, but find out who that stranger at your neighbor's house
js.

He asked the club members to notify him if they see any
suspicious incidents, and he assured them their identity will be
kept secret if they request it.

"It's important to let neighbors know when you are going
to be away from home for any length of time, "he said. "This
is your best protection. "

Sex offender seminar
LAKE WORTH —A Sex Offender Seminar for law enforce-

ment officers, detectives, investigators, court personnel, mental
health technicians, corrections officers, and others involved

in the treatment and handling of sex offenders will be held at
the Palm Beach Junior College Criminal Justice Institute,
November 6 through November 10, 1978.

For information write Larry D. Tuttle, Chairman, Law En-
forcement Department, Palm Beach Junior College, 4200 Con-
gress Avenue, Lake Worth, Florida 33461, or phone
AC305 965-8000, Extension 285.

More productive
Five Florida Sheriffs who attended a three-day management

seminar on increasing productivity at the FBI National Acad-
emy, Quantico, Virginia, are contemplating ways to make their
departments more efficient.

They are Levy County Sheriff Horace A. Moody, Bronson;
Marion County Sheriff Don Moreland, Ocala; St. Johns County
Sheriff Dudley Garrett, St. Augustine; Palm Beach County
Sheriff Richard Wille, West Palm Beach; and Washington Coun-
ty Sheriff Fred Peel, Chipley.

The seminar was sponsored by the National Sheriff's Asso-
ciation, conducted by the University of Southern California
and funded by the Law Enforcement Assistance Administra-
tion. A total of 35 Sheriffs from 16 states attended.

New approaches to problems common to all Sheriffs' offi-
ces were emphasized. A spokesman said they were developed
through extensive research and refinement representing an in-
vestment of hundreds of thousands of dollars.

Burglar's bonus
What you wear when you go downstairs in the middle of

the night does make a difference!
A Los Angeles woman was wearing a $25,000 diamond

pendant when she went to investigate the rumpus her dog was
raising. Sure enough there was a burglar in the kitchen, and he
demanded the sparkler, which he added to his loot.

To L. O. for Leadership

ST. AUGUSTINE —To show its appreciation for the leader-
ship he demonstrated as President in 1966, the Florida
Sheriffs Association prepared a special plaque for former
St. Johns County Sheriff L. O. Davis, and asked the present
Sheriff, Dudley Garrett (left), to present it.

He Will Minister to Lawmen and Lawbreakers
LAKE CITY —Appointed by Sheriff Glenn Bailey (left), the Rev.
Douglas S. Woodall is the Chaplain of the Columbia County
Sheriff's Department. Pictured with him are his two sons, Dououg,
Jr., and Craig. He will minister to jail inmates, Sheriff's Depart-
ment personnel, crime victims and persons bereaved by tragedies."I care for others because Jesus has done something in my
life, " he said, then added he would not use his volunteer posi-
tion with the Sheriff's Department to force religion on any-
one. He said, however, if people give him an opportunity he will
"tell them why I care about them. " (Photo from the Lake City
Reporter)
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From flame to fame
CLEARWATER —William Mobley, a 40-year-old Sergeant

in the Pinellas County Sheriff's Department, is the 1978
winner of the annual Ruth and Tim Johnson Award, and this

is how he qualified:
While on patrol after midnight, August 8, 1977, Sgt. Mobley

saw flames from a burning car that had been involved in an acci-

dent, and when he reached the scene he discovered the driver

was wedged behind the wheel.
Unable to pull the man from the car on the driver's side

because of the intense heat, he ran around to the other side

and asked the passenger who had escaped from the car to
help him.

Together they dragged the driver through the passenger win-

dow and away from the car just before the gas tank exploded.
The driver was treated for third degree burns and Mobley es-

caped injury.
Sheriff Bill Roberts said "Sergeant Mobley's quick, effec-

tive action, in complete disregard for his own personal safety,
was no doubt responsible for saving the life of the driver, who

would have perished when the gas tank exploded. Sergeant
Mobley acted unhesitatingly, knowing full well the danger he

was in. His concern for the life of a fellow human deserves

the highest commendation. "
Born in McRae, Ga. , Sgt. Mobley has been a member of the

Pinellas County Sheriff's Department for nine years, and holds

a bachelor of science degree in Police Administration. He and

his wife, Clarice, and their two children live in St. Petersburg.

Sgt. Mobley is the sixth recipient of the $500 award and

plaque presented each year by Mr. and Mrs. Timothy A. John-

son, Sr., to an outstanding member of the Pinellas County
Sheriff's Department.

Left to right —Sgt. William Mobley and his wife, Clarice;
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy A. Johnson, Sr.

"Mrs. Johnson and I devised the award to provide recogni-
tion for the many fine people in the Sheriff's Department
whose devotion to duty makes Pinellas County a safer place
for all of us,"Johnson said.

He is President of Sylvan Abbey Memorial Park, Executive
Vice President of the Sarasota Memorial Park, a director of
the Community Bank of Pinellas and the Community Banks of
Florida, a director of the Morton F. Plant Hospital Foundation,
a former Clearwater City Commissioner, and a Past President
of the Clearwater Kiwanis Club.

Sgt. Mobley was selected by the Pinellas County Council
of Mayors from a slate of three nominees, and the award
presentation was held on May 4 during the annual Law Day
observance of Clearwater Kiwanis Club.

EMERGENCY DISASTER r, '.g,

From the Sheriff,
With Much Appreciation

PANAMA CITY —After a train derailment
at Youngstown caused one of the worst dis-
asters in the history of Bay County, the Sal-
vation Army activated its emergency disaster
unit and served food around the clock for an
entire week to Sheriff's deputies, rescue
workers and persons evacuated from the
Youngstown area. Later, when this picture
was taken, Bay County Sheriff Tullis Easter-
ling (left) was expressing his appreciation by
presenting a Distinguished Service Certificate
to the Salvation Army, represented by Major
Hall. The others in the picture are (from left)
Maynard Robinson, President of the Bay Coun-

ty Firefighters Association; Tom Johnstone,
Salvation Army Advisory Board; William
Sellers, Assistant Administrator of the Bay
County Sheriff's Department; Major Charles
Enfinger, Chief of the Patrol Division, Bay
County Sheriff's Office; and Jim Hood, Sal-
vation Army Advisory Board.
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In a patrol car plainly visible to motorists, Sgt. Eddie Palmer, Supervisor of the STEP enforcement team in

Sarasota County, checks the speed of oncoming cars by radar.
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FRONT COVER STORY

S tep is a many splendored word.
To get a promotion is to step up.
The wayward husband with a new girl friend is stepping out.
The mistreated wife is being stepped on.
Matrimony is a big step.
The businessman late for an appointment will have to step

on it, and when he retires he will step down.
The factory with a glut of orders will have to step up pro-

duction; and the new recruit is likely to get out of step on the
drill field.

STEP has also found its way into the law enforcement
dictionary. It's an acronym used to describe the Selective
Traffic Enforcement Programs which are being developed by
the Sheriffs in Orange, Polk and Sarasota Counties, with the
help of grants from the Governor's Highway Safety Commis-

sion.
And, in these counties we don't talk about the "County

Mounty" any more. The County Mounty is now called a STEP
deputy, and along with his new title he's getting a new image.

Good riddance. The old image was a fraud anyhow —a fig-

ment created by cartoonists and movie script writers —and it
never had any widespread or lasting validity. To accept it you
had to believe that the County Mounty was an overbearing

deputy sheriff whose only goal in life was to write traffic
tickets —a foxy character who hid behind billboards to trap

They' re stomping out the
old 'County Mounty" image

~,

Making engineering studies to improve traffic flow at inter-
sections with high accident ratings is part of the STEP pro-
cedure in Sarasota County. Deputy Ken Crepeau takes
measurements while Sgt. Eddie Palmer records them.
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Don Beede posed as a motorist receiving a citation, or per-
haps just a friendly warning, from Deputy Ken Crepeau. When
not posing for pictures, Beede is a research specialist for
Sarasota County's STEP enforcement team.

Sgt. Greg Feagans checks traffic enforcement data
which is being put into the Sarasota County computer.
He is Sheriff Jim Hardcastle's Data Communications
Officer and will work directly with a traffic analyst
hired for the STEP project.

unwary motorists, then claimed he had clocked them at 75
when they had been only doing 55.

We all know that deputy sheriffs do not fit the mold —that
it is just a wraith that makes us wroth —but it has persisted,
and its obituary is long overdue.

The Old County Mounty image is dead, and the list of its
executioners includes Polk County Sheriff Louie Mims,
Orange County Sheriff Mel Colman and Sarasota County
Sheriff Jim Hardcastle.

One of the lethal blows was delivered by Hardcastle when

he began announcing through newspapers, radio and television,
where his STEP deputies were going to be doing their traffic
enforcement thing each day.

How could the old image of a deputy hiding behind bill-

boards survive an innovative step like that? Motorists began

throwing away their "fuzz busters" (devices that detect
traffic enforcement radars), and the public and press reacted
favorably. Some news writers began calling Hardcastle's

seven STEP deputies "The Magnificent Seven, "which was

quite a step up from some of the unprintable things they had
been saying previously, privately.

It was traffic law enforcement in the sunshine, and yet it
accomplished the desired results. Motorists slowed down at
dangerous locations, either because they had been warned by
the media, or because the radar-equipped STEP patrol cars
were out in plain view at all times; and follow-up studies showed
the traffic speed continued to moderate at each location for
many days after the STEPPERS had moved on to other sites.

"Our purpose is to keep traffic as near as possible to the
posted limits in order to save lives and prevent injuries, "Hard-
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castle explained, and this is being accomplished. However,
high visibility traffic enforcement has not diminished the writ-

ing of traffic citations and warnings. Instead the volume has
increased.

It's too early to show decisive statistical results in Sarasota
County, but in Polk County, where STEP got an earlier start,
Sheriff Louie Mims can already point to a sharp reduction in
traffic accident fatalities.

In January, 1977, Polk's rural areas had the second highest
motor vehicle fatality rate in the state —a rate topped only
by Dade County. STEP was activated in June, 1977, and by
the end of the year the annual fatality rate had dropped from
127 to 104.

Mims said he launched STEP with three primary goals which
now seem attainable: (1) to reduce the number of fatal acci-
dents in Polk County by 10 per cent; (2) to reduce the accident
death rate per million miles driven; and (3) to increase the
number of citations (traffic tickets) for serious driving viola-
tions by 30 per cent.

In each of the three STEP counties careful selection and
training of STEP deputies has been given high priority. The
ability to deal courteously with the public has been stressed.
Grant funds have been used to purchase new patrol units
and modern radar equipment. All of these factors have created
for STEP deputies an image of competency that has triggered
favorable public reaction.

One of the unique features of the Orange County program
is that Sheriff Mel Colman is utilizing radar-equipped motor-
cycles for traffic enforcement patrols. This gives STEP depu-
ties greater mobility and maneuverability in a county where

(continued on next prrge)
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STEP Deputies ride motorcycles
in Orange County.

Close-up of radar unit on
Orange County motorcycle.

6,000,000 tourists per year and a growing density of popula-
tion have created traffic enforcement nightmares.

Colman has utilized his STEP grant to purchase new ve-

hicles, expand his traffic enforcement unit to 11 deputies,
purchase 35 moving radar units, and provide specialized train-

ing for 20 deputies.
"Our primary enforcement efforts will be directed at the

40 locations having the highest accident rates, "Colman
said, "with our objectives being a 10 per cent reduction in
personal injury accidents; and a 15 per cent reduction in
property damage accidents. "

All three counties are concentrating on the highest accident
producing areas as identified by statistics generated at the
state level. Hardcastle, however, has taken some additional
steps.

Utilizing a supplementary grant of $20,000, he has hired a
traffic records program analyst who will feed local data to
Sarasota County's computer and produce statistics that are more
up-to-date.

These figures, together with engineering studies at high acci-
dent rate locations, will enable his STEP deputies to be more
effective.

Hardcastle is also attacking noise pollution problems
created by motor vehicles. He enrolled his STEP deputies
in a $2.hour course which trained them in the use of a deci-
meter —an apparatus that records the decibel level of motor
vehicle engines. The next step will be to start enforcing
Florida's new Noise Prevention and Control Act by going into
court with technically sound (no pun intended) evidence.

The need for such evidence was made apparent when a
STEP deputy charged a motorist with a "noise pollution" vio-
lation, but was unable to convince the judge that the motor-
ist's noise level was any higher now than it was when his car
was originally manufactured.

STEP can be summed up as an effort to use computers,
radar, decimeters and other technical resources to reduce high-

way accident deaths, injuries and property damage.

Early results indicate it is going to be effective; "and further-
more, " says Sheriff Louie Mims, "we are discovering some
unexpected fringe benefits. Many times our traffic units are in
a position to back up other cars on dangerous calls, and on
one occasion STEP deputies stopped and arrested an armed
robber only a matter of minutes after the robbery had
occurred!"

Now that's a step in the right direction!!
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They Share a Common Interest
SANFORD —Seminole County Sheriff John Polk and Chad
Lee, age 6, are far apart in age and size, but they share an
interest in bicycle safety. When Chad won a prize for his
safety poster, the Sheriff honored him by giving him a ride
in a patrol car, and by letting him sit in his office chair.
(Sanford Herald photo by Tom Vincent)
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Home security tips
Display your house number prominently, and

have it well lighted. This will aid the police, ambu-

lance and other vehicles to find your home quickly

in an emergency. Urge your neighbors to do the
same.

Never leave notes pinned to your door such as

"gone for the day" or any other message that will

let a burglar know your home is unoccupied.
Don't hide keys under a mat, over a doorsill, or

anywhere outside. Experienced burglars know the
best spots.

When moving into a new dwelling, have a lock-

smith change tumblers in all exterior locks. It's in-

expensive and smart.
Require identification from all repairmen and de-

liverymen.
Don't allow strangers to come inside to use your

phone. It's safer to offer to make the call while the
stranger waits outside.

When going out in the evening, make your house

appear to be occupied by leaving lights on, and possi-

bly a radio playing.

Do not reveal your name, phone number, address
or other information to unknown callers. Never give

out information to strangers that you are alone or
you are going to be away from your home. Train your
children to take the same precautions.

If you hear or suspect a burglar is in your home

while you are there, avoid a confrontation. If a phone
is nearby, call the police immediately.

If you come home and find your home has been
burglarized, do not enter. Go to the nearest phone
and call the police. Then wait at a neighbor's home
until they arrive.

Don't depend on a chain latch. It will offer
little or no security.

Keep a dog around, even if you don't like pets.
His bark is good security.

Don't advertise your vacation plans in advance.
Burglars read newspaper "society columns. " Tell a
trusted neighbor, and notify the police or Sheriff's
Department so they can keep an eye on your place,
but let the word stop there.

Lock all doors when you leave, even if you are go-
ing to be gone only a short time.

.Hf
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Past President Honored

BRONSON —Former Levy County Sheriff J. W. Turner
(left) was recently given special recognition for outstanding
services rendered as president of the Florida Sheriffs Associa-
tion in 1961. He is pictured accepting a past-president's

plaque from Horace A. Moody, the present Sheriff of Levy

County.

New Number
GREEN COVE SPRINGS —Effective June 1, 1978, the

telephone number for the Clay County Sheriff's Department
was changed to 284 - 7575.

Under This Disguise There's a Badge

PALATKA —It may require an explanation to convince readers this
is a picture of Putnam County Sheriff Walt Pellicer (right) and one
of his deputies. You see, Deputy C. Taylor Douglas is a Youth Re-

source Officer and he spends his working hours in elementary
schools rapping with youngsters, promoting a clean environment,
teaching respect for law and order, and developing friendly ties
between law enforcement and the younger generation. When he
talks to kids about preventing pollution, he wears his "Woodsy the
Owl" costume —an attention-getter originated by him and Youth
Resource Officer Ann Craw. There is a rumor the Sheriff is also
planning to send "Woodsy" out into the boonies in search of
illegal marijuana patches, but he declined to confirm.
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recruitment with Major Arnie Myers, who is the head
of Sheriff Beard's Crime Prevention Division and a walk-

ing, breathing testament to the proposition that a black
man can rise to the top level in law enforcement.

Arnie told Hank about minority recruiting efforts
that had failed to produce satisfactory results in the
past, in spite of concerted attempts to find qualified
black applicants. Together, they also speculated about
some of the positive moves that could be made, if
Hank's special talents were used.

Eventually their plans were presented to Sheriff Beard
and he approved them, giving Hank official status as a
full-time recruiter for the Sheriff's Department. That was
in January.

Hank's first move was to analyze the potential for
black recruits by conferring with the various division
heads in the Sheriff's Department.

Next he ambled over to WTMP Radio, a black owned
and operated station known as "The Soul of Tampa, " to
solicit cooperation, and he got it. WTMP agreed to broad-
cast five recruiting announcements daily.

Hank's visits to the Florida Sentinel Bulletin and The
Dollar Stretcher, black owned and operated newspapers
were equally productive. They responded by printing
feature stories and editorials urging community participa-
tion.

Hank was encouraged by the media response, but he
also discovered he would have to find other innovative
ways to deal with an old stigma dating back to the pre-
Beard days. The Sheriff's Department had been an al-

most totally white outfit then. Blacks had received little
or no encouragement, and many of them were still uncon-
vinced in 1978 that the Sheriff had truly become an
equal opportunity employer. This was making some po-
tential applicants reluctant to go to the Sheriff's Office

downtown to file an application, or to be interviewed;
and to overcome this reluctance Hank's next move was to
set up three satellite recruiting offices in predominantly
black neighborhoods.

Determined to build community confidence, he also
used other means to get his message across. He developed
and distributed printed brochures. He made speeches at
athletic events and other public gatherings. His approach
was affirmative and innovative, and the results soon
became apparent.

"We had been getting a trickle of applicants before, "
said Arnie Myers, "and overnight we were suddenly
getting as many as 175 black applicants a month. We
expect to have at least nine well-qualified black re-
cruits in our next training academy class, compared
to two or three in the past. "

Currently Hank is eyeball-deep in paper work, speech-
es, interviews, evaluations and community contacts.
He is averaging at least 175 phone calls, 130 interviews
and 900 miles of travel per month, and Sheriff Beard's
enthusiasm is a good barometer of the positive results.

So, as Walter so-and-so would say, "That's how it is
this summer's day in 1978." Hank happened to come
along, and now it appears Malcolm Beard is going to be
able to maintain his perfect score as a problem solver.

Future historians may question whether Beard de-
serves the credit because he hired Hank, or Hank deserves
the credit because he has been able to break down old
barriers of suspicion and distrust.

In any event, minority recruitment is working in Hills-
borough County —let the credit fall wherever it belongs.
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Sheriff Frankie Mills (rightl conferred with Col. Alli-

son, Eglin Air Force Base Civil Engineer, after the fire
was under control. Pictured in the background is

John Peaden, Chief Deputy, Okaloosa County Sheriff's
Department.

~ CRESTVIEW —If there was ever any doubt about Sheriff
Frankie Mills' ability to handle a major disaster, it was wiped
out recently when two serious emergencies threatened the lives

of Okaloosa County residents within just six days.
On April 4 fire broke out in a liquid propane gas storage

area at Port Dixie, shooting flames 100 feet in the air, destroy-
ing three nearby mobile homes, and threatening the lives of
over 1,000 people in a 30-block area. Approximately 600
people had to be evacuated and some were not able to return
to their homes for two days.

Less than a week later, on April 10, there was a major train
derailment that tumbled boxcars and tank cars like children' s
toys near Crestview, and again the elements of disaster were
present because of the possibility of setting loose explosive
gases or poisonous fumes.

Fortunately there were no deaths or injuries in either emer-

gency, but the potential was enough to give officials many
sleepless nights; and the fast, effective response of fire fighters
and the Sheriff's Department drew praise from many sources.

The Playground Daily News said Sheriff Mills and his men

THE SHERIFF'S STAR



"proved themselves to be cool professionals (during the pro-
pane fire) and evacuated the danger area within eight minutes
of receiving the original call. It was Mills' first true disaster
situation since taking office, and we' ve heard nothing but the
highest words of praise for his efforts as overall commander
at the fire scene. "

After the train derailment Crestview's Okaloosa New-Journal
praised Sheriff Mills and Crestview Fire Chief Dalton Brannon
for their teamwork in effectively safeguarding the residents of
the area.

Brannon took control of fighting a brush fire that developed
at the wreck scene, while Mills checked on leakage of poisonous
fumes or explosive gases, Both agreed there was enough poten-
tial danger to evacuate nearby residents.

"Their actions. ..could have saved a number of lives if the
derailment had been worse, " said the News-Journal. "It is
nice to know that there are such competent persons in authori-
ty that can handle almost anything thrown at them. "

Almost 300 firemen from a number of communities re-
sponded to the alarm when the propane fire broke out. Among
them was Bob Barrow, civilian fire chief at Eglin Air Force
Base. Later Barrow commented: "I can't give Sheriff Mills
enough credit for the job he did as overall coordinator of the
operation. If we ever have another disaster like that, I'm
hoping he' ll be there. "

Barrow, who was also singled out for praise in the press, was
quoted as saying that the flames, if they had gotten out of
control, could have spread over a half-mile area, and the result-
ing explosion would have damaged buildings within a five-mile
radius.

"When we arrived on the scene, "Barrow said, "the pres-
sure from the valves in those (propane) tanks was so intense
that they were screaming like a Banshee jet with its engines
running, at the end of the runway, waiting for takeoff. "

Two 18,000 gallon propane tanks and a 10,000 gallon tank
truck were already involved in the fire when Barrow and his
men arrived, and the fire was threatening to spread to a third
tank.

"It was an unbelievable situation, " Barrow said. "We had
two tanks involved and another exposed, along with the 10,000-
gallon mobile tanker. Liquid was boiling out, there was a
ground fire and three mobile homes were on fire. It was enough
to curl the hair on your head. " The fire started when pro-
pane gas was being transferred from a tank truck to a storage
tank.

After visiting the fire scene while the action was still in
progress, State Fire Marshal Olin L. Greene praised the evacua-
tion and crowd control by law enforcement. It was, he said,
"one of the finest exhibitions of fire fighting expertise and co-
operation that I have ever seen. "

Scott Fischer, Publisher of the Playground Daily News, Ft.
Walton Beach, joined the chorus. "We know. ..that having to
handle the press in the midst of this type of disaster can be a
burden. We could not have asked for any better treatment
during the fire or for that matter in our day-to-day working
relationship with all the members of your department. Though
each of your supervisors has been helpful to us, John Peaden
(Chief Deputy) has been outstanding. I have never been
around him when he didn't have things fully under control and

yet he always makes you feel that he is at your service. "
The Okaloosa County Commissioners also praised the Sher-

iff and his staff and informed them their efforts did not go
unnoticed.

Sheriff Mills in turn praised everyone who had a part in
averting a major disaster, especially the eight volunteers who
risked their lives in order to cap a boiling tank of inflammable
gas. He said he would seek to have them cited for heroism
by President Carter or Governor Askew.
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Lee County Sheriff Frank Wanicka (right) presents Lifetime Plaque to
Jack Triplett, representing the Naples-Fort Myers Kennel Club; and to
Mr. and Mrs. Philip K. Strong, of Lehigh Acres.

Igil)ii":is,
'

S
Generous friends who contribute $1,000 or more to the Flori-

da Sheriffs Youth Fund for the benefit of the Florida Sheriffs
Boys Ranch, Girls Villa or Youth Ranch, qualify as lifetime
honorary members of the Florida Sheriffs Association. This
entitles each donor to receive a plaque, a lifetime identifica-

tion card and a lifetime subscription to The Sheriff's Star.
This month we are honoring the following lifetime members:

Marion County Sheriff Don Moreland (right) presents Life-
time Plaque to the Ocala Fire Department represented by
Chief A. L. Bedenbaugh (left) and Fireman Gerald Lynch.

,
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St. Lucie County Sheriff Lanie Norvell presents Lifetime
Plaque to Mrs. E. P. Kavanaugh who made a generous gift
in memory of her husband, the late Col. E. P. Kavanaugh.
His portrait is in the background.

MR. & MRS. RAYMOND BAILEY

Brandon

WILLIAM CARNILL, II

Lakes Wales

MR. & MRS. JOHN E. CARROLL

Kissimmee

CRYSTAL BEACH COMMUNITY

CHURCH

Crystal Beach

DR. JOHN W. EPPS

Sanford

CHARLES P. FORDE

Largo

MAX L. GIBSON

Terre Haute, Indiana

JOHN L GRADY

Ft. Myers

EDWIN R. HERRICK

Bonita Springs

MRS. LILLIE H. JOHNSON

St. Petersburg

JUNO VOLUNTEER FIRE
DEPARTMENT, INC.

Juno

MRS. E. P. KAVANAUGH

Port St. Lucia (See photo)

L-ABRI ASSOCIATES, INC.

DAYS INN OF OCALA

Ocala

LEON COUNTY SHERIFF'S
WIVES AUXILIARY
Tallahassee

MRS. J. P. McCANN

St. Petersburg

ED 0. McCARTNEY

Odessa

FELIX MILLAN

Kew Gardens New York

NAPLES-FT. MYERS KENNEL

CLUB

Bonita Springs (See photo)

OCALA FIRE DEPARTMENT

Ocala (See photo)

MR. & MRS. W. L. REEVES
Lake Wales

DR. JAMES ROBINSON

Tampa

ROBERT RUPP

Orange Park

GENE SELLS
Seminole

MR. & MRS. PHILIP K. STRONG

Lehigh Acres (See photo)

MR. & MRS. E. S. WALKER

Winter Haven (See photo)

DR. C. P. WOLLSCHLAGER

Tallahassee
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Donors attain Builder status
Through substantial gifts to the Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch,
Girls Villa, Youth Ranch and Youth Fund, the following per-
sons have qualified to receive Builder Certificates:

SfJ@,5ggr

Levy County Sheriff Horace Moody presents Builder
Certificate to Isabel Ogle, of Chief land.

v

Polk County Sheriff Louie Mims (left) presents Lifetime
Plaque to Mr. and Mrs. E. S. Walker, of Winter Haven,

ills '

Polk County Sheriff Louie Mims (second from left) pre-
sents Lifetime Membership plaque to the Lake Alfred Lions
Club. Pictured with him (from left) are Bill Hagey, club
secretary; Dick Meese, club president; and Sgt. Gary Leis,
from the Polk County Sheriff's Department.

ALBERTSON'8 FOOD AND

DRUG STORE
St. Petersburg

MR. Bl MRS. RUSSEL L ALLA-

BAUGH

Jupiter
MR. & MRS. JOHN W. ALTMAN

Lakeland

DAN BAG LE Y, J R.
Lakeland

BARTOW POST OFFICE
Bartow

J. W. BASSETT
St. Petersburg

JOHN QUINCY BELL
Callahsn

BINGO COMMITTEE, HARBOUR

HEIGHTS CIVIC ASSOCIA-

TION

Harbour Heights

BLOCKER'8 DRESS SHOP

Deals

M. WILLIAM BRANDT

Ridge Manor

DR. & MRS. DONALD S. BROWN

Kissimmss

MR. Bl MRS. JAMES B. BUFORO
Winter Haven

H. ALLEN CAMPBELL

Boca Raton
EDWARD W. CARVER

Winter Haven

CASSELBERRY POST OFFICE
Casselberry

MRS. PEGGY CHANDLER
Bslleair Bluffs

MR. & MRS. R. J. CLARK
Drone

JIM CLOUD

Auburndsle

CECIL COLE

Brooksville

MRS. H. 8. CUNNINGHAM

West Palm Beach

W. R. DAIL

Jasper

MILLARD OALSTON

Winter Park

CARY L. DICKINSON

St. Petersburg

MRS. LELA OIEFFENBAUCH
Inverness

A. J. DUBBER LY

West Palm Beach

EPSILON SIGMA ALPHA INTER.

NATIONAL, ALPHA OMEGA

CHAPTER

Clearwater

EPSILON SIGMA ALPHA

GAMMA TAU CHAPTER

Clearwater

R. D. F LIPPO

UmatiRa

MR. & MRS. A. B. FOGARTY

St. Petersburg

MRS. JO S. FURGASON

Pompano Beach

WILLIS GEIS
Georgetown

JOHN L. GEORGAS
Ponte Vedra

GOURMET COFFEE SERVICE
Jacksonville

G. B. HALLSTROM

Ft. Pierce

MRS. HAROLD HAMPSON

Port Cltariotta

HARBOR COVE BOAT CLUB,
INC.

Venice

MR. & MRS. WALTER G. HARRI-

SON

Sarasota
MISSES RUTH & CINOY HERZ-

BERG

Kissimmee

NO E L HI OKEY

Deals

HIGHLAND PINES NURSING
HOME

Clearwater

MS. JULIA S. HOWARD

Beaufort, South Carohna

MR. & MRS. C. F. HUFF

New Port archer
JOHN W. HYOER

Bradenton

JACKSON LODGE NO. I,
FRAM

Tallahassee

LOUIS W. JAEGER
Dunedin

W. G. KIRK
Wauchula

J, JERRY & MABEL KOPEN

Ft. Lauderdale

MRS. HOWARD KRULL

Cape Coral

MRS. ALBERT 0. KUNTZ

Beseair Bluffs

L ABRI ASSOCIATES, INC.
DAYS INN OF OCALA

Deals

DR. BI MRS. PAUL V. LAD D

Biscayne

MR. & MRS. PAUL LASKA

Belleair Bluffs

R. R. LAWRENCE

Sun City Center

LEON COUNTY SHERIFF'8
WIVES AUXILIARY
Tallahassee

MR. & MRS. EMIL 0. L IN D NE R

Dunedin

MR. & MRS. THOMAS M. LITTLE
North Ft. Myers

CHARLES LIVINGSTON

Cocoa Beach

DR. LEIF T. LOHRBAUER

Largo

MRS. A. HORTON LYTLE
Belleair Bluffs

MR. & MRS. BQB McPHERSON

Holiday

MRS. HAROLD S. MADDOCKS

Jacksonville
TELFAIR MAHAFFY

Jacksonville

MRS. LUCILLE MARTIN

Winter Haven

MIDAS MUFFLER SHOPS
Clearwater

GEORGE J. MILLER
Pensacola

MRS. MABEL E. MILLER
Port Charlotte

W. B. MITCHELL, OWNER

L&M FRUIT COMPANY

Bertow
MONTGOMERY-WARD

Daytona Beech

MR. & MRS. EDGER MORRILL
Seminole

EARL R. NELSON

St. Petersburg

MR. & MRS. JOHN NEWTON

Ft. Myers Beach
NICHOLS' ALLEY OF GAINES.

VILLE, INC.

Gainesvige

MR. Br MRS. J. H. NICHOLS

Oxford

ISABEL OGLE
Chief land (See photo)

R. J. PAC ETTI
St. Augustine

PALM COAST LIONS CLUB
Palm Coast

MS. KATHARINE C. PRENTISS
Clearwater

JOSEPH C. QUINN

Lecanto
RETIRED OFFICERS CLUB OF

CLEARWATER
Clearwater

MR. & MRS. FRED ROBERTS
Stuart

MRS. ROBERT I. ROBERTSON
Holmes Beach

ROBERT RUPP

Orange Park

MR. & MRS. ROBERT RYAN

Orlando

OR. & MRS. FRANK K. SCHO EN.

FELO
Crystal River

GEORGE F. SCHUMACHER

Tampa

SCHOOL LIBRARY MEDIA SER.
VICES, DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

Tallahassee

EVERETT R. SEGUI
St. Augustine

T. L. SHARPE
Palm Beach

SKYCREST UNITED METHOD.

IST CHURCH MEN'S CLUB

Clearwater

C. E. SMILEY
Arcadia

BONNIE I. SMITH, SR.
Jacksonville

MRS. MONOA R. SMITH
Bellearr Beach

LARRY SNIDER
Lursville

CHESTER F. STEARNS

Delray Beach

JOHN STEVENS

Middleburg

MR. BI MRS. ROBERT F. STUART
Port Charlotte

NICK TORBIC
Rivsrview

R. A. TRAVIS

St James City

MRS. HELEN TOLL
Clearwater

MAJOR DONALD VAN SCQYOC
Orlando

WALGREEN DRUG COMPANY

Tampa

JAMES D. WATTS

Madeira Bosch

JOHN H. WEIKEL

St. Petersburg

MR. & MRS. TEO S. WILLIANI.

SON
Dunedin

MISS FRAN ZOLLAR

Belleair Bluffs
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Accompanied by the news media, and transported by the U. S. Coast Guard,
Sheriff Roberts cruised out into the Gulf of Mexico recently to dispose of 1,322
weapons, including pistols, rifles, shotguns and knives, which had been confis-
cated in connection with various crimes. They were tossed overboard far from
land at an undisclosed location, and the Sheriff is pictured making the first toss.

No Privacy In Pinellas
CLEARWATER —The Sheriff of Pinellas County spends much of his public life

in front of camera lenses. He doesn't plan it that way, nor can he avoid it. His

activities are covered in depth by the news media. He is the head of a department
that is public relations oriented. He lives in a populous metropolitan county
and cannot easily avoid getting involved in frequent presentations, public rituals

and award ceremonies. When he plays golf, there's always the possibility that
a photographer will pop up from behind a bunker. When he gets into his car he

always checks the floor of the back seat to make certain no lensmen are hiding

there. When he goes to the scene of a murder, news cameras focus on him instead

of the corpse. It isn't the best way to live, but it's a living, and it has its benefits
publicity-wise. Consider this: If a picture is worth 10,000 words, you are now look-

ing at a 70,000-word essay on the life and times of Sheriff Bill Roberts.

One way to get the Sheriff's attention is to bring in a Swiss miss. She's Claudia
Harder, an exchange student from Switzerland, who was photographed when
Sheriff Roberts inducted her as an honorary special deputy. Also in the induction
picture are Mrs. James Kirkman (right) and her daughter Lisa. Claudia, who is

living with the Kirkman family while attending high school, was also given a tour
of the Sheriff's communications center, with Sgt. John Wolf "at the controls. "

THE SHERIFF'S STAR



Here's the Sheriff again —this time participating in a ceremony
honoring Deputy Sheriff Norman Romanosky for his outstand-
ing work as a pursuer of criminals and suspected criminals. The
St. Petersburg Elks Club gave Romanosky a special award after
he and his tracking dog "Thor" were credited with apprehending
52 fugitives in 1977. Many times the tracking was done over
the worst possible terrain, and under adverse weather conditions.

This time the camera lens was looking at Bob Blanchard (left),
President of the Clearwater Junior Chamber of Commerce, pre-
senting a plaque to Sheriff Roberts after the Jaycees selected
him as the "Boss of the Year. " He was nominated for the honor
by Jim Foster, a forensic chemist employed by the Pinellas
County Sheriff's Department.

NEW ADDRESS 'P

pfss
p+

g

Americans are on the move, and keeping up with changes of
address is a six-aspirin headache. Some of our subscribers
(bless them) send us their new addresses. Others let the U. S
Postal Service notify us, and the Postal Service charges us
25 cents for each new address. If you have a new address,
please help us to keep our budget in balance by clipping out
this form, filling it out and mailing it to:

Circulation

THE SHERIFF'S STAR
P. 0. Box 1487
Tallahassee, Fla. 32302

Name

Address

Uh-oh, where's the Sheriff? He must have been out in the
audience somewhere, and the cameraman focused instead on
Pinellas County Sheriff's Department Detective Manuel Pon-

dakos, who was receiving a "Deputy of the Year" award from
the Northeast Exchange Club of St. Petersburg, represented
by Bob Hervey (left). Behind Det. Pondakos are his wife, Sylvia,
and Sgt. Frank Coleman. Pondakos was chosen for the award
after he and his partner solved the brutal slaying of two teenagers
and brought about the arrest of two murder suspects.

City State Zip

;,, *"",*1

, ":.';:.';,:.
' ",',', . i'n'shit sp(scf), please frtssoh tJfilsr'WHfRtF'F'8

. - ',
'

~ 'STAR mailing label with the o(d,~~':ahd
f(fl in the neve address above. A)so ts)s:shirt)ante

I with name changes and corrections. .
I

JUNE 1978



Zab 8)anchard (right), representing Southern Automotive Conversion, the fabricator of Martin
County's new mobile crime lab, gives the keys to Sheriff Jim Holt (canter) and County
Commissioner Tom Higgins. (Stuart News photo by Joseph Noble)

STUART —A new crime lab on wheels will enable Sheriff
Jim Holt and his deputies to do a more thorough and effective

job of searching for clues at major crime scenes.
Purchased for less than $21,000 with a federal grant from

the I aw Enforcement Assistance Adminfstrat)on, plus local
funds, the mobile unit is guff)ciently self-contained to eliminate

the shuttling of equipment and supplies between the Sheriff s
once and crime scenes.

"Our goal, "said Sher)ff Holt, "is to be able to go to a crime

scene, set up and stay there for as long as three days if the
investigation demands it."

"All we will need is for someone to bring us gas to run the
generators, "added Detective Skip Heckendorn. He and Detec-
tive Bill Sprague designed the lab on wheels, and the special

body was fabricated by Southern Automotive Conversion, of
Palm City.

The generators will power a $1,500 lighting system that
will be used to illuminate large outdoor areas, such as a murder

scene in the middle of a large open f)eld, or a drug "bust"
cerned out at night.

Other new equipment in the mobile unit will enable in-

vestigators to use more sophisticated techniques for obtaining
crime scene fingerprints; to identify invisible seminal stains
in rape cases; and to verify that a f)rearm was used by a crime
suspect. Setter camera equipment has also been purchased
for crime scene photographs.

Holt said investigators will now be able to process a crime
scene with all necessary equipment at hand. In the past, he
said, investigators took their station wagons to the crime scene,
but often had to send back to the Sheriff's office' for addi-
tional equipment they were not carrying.
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