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End Of an Era
GREEN COVE SPRINGS—The
following editorial appeared in the
Clay County Crescent on Decem-
ber 31, 1964:

An era will end next Tuesday when
John Preston Hall steps down as the
County's Sheriff.

John Hall's tenure of office bridges
more than a third of the years since the
close of the American Civil War.

In those years, the County has
changed from a small series of towns in-
bred and mostly undisturbed by nation-
al tides and trends to a restless society
seeking innovations, new ideas, a new
security in new concepts.

In those years, as few m n do in their
lifetime, John Hall has become a leg-
endary figure.

To his friends, he is an almost in-
fallible father-image; always good for
a touch, a bit of advice or even squar-
ing some thorny domestic problem. To
his political enemies he has been an un-
beaten pro; a man who wore a hat dur-
ing most of his waking hours to hide
the horns on his head.

And yet. . . having gained stature in
some of the enemies he made. . . John
Hall today is rich not only in years and
in worldly goods, but in friends.

Forgetting what those with an axe

to grind may say in his praise. . . it
can always be discounted on the pre-
sumption of his enemies that if his pe-
ons failed to flatter, John Hall would
foreclose. . . there are opinions of
John Hall that cannot be so discounted.

At a dinner in his honor last winter,
John Hall was characterized by State
Attorney William A. Hallowes as "a
man of unimpeachable character, high
honor and noble purpose. "

Mr. Hallowes, the learned and articu-
late prosecutor, has no need of John
Hall's vote nor fear of his foreclosure.
It would not become his sophistication
if he had said more than he thought.

But we must assume most old grudges
and grievances and frustrations will die
only with the man. And there is yet a
lesson to be learned in the old pleas of
those who would depose him.

"He has been Sheriff too long; he
loves power too much; he has his fingers
in too many pies, " they would cry.

John Hall's political career is ended
now; the fancied leash is loosed. By the
grace of his abdication, much of the
power is finally today in the hands of
those who have so long coveted it.

Now it is their turn. Having pled
against the evils of power politics, of
political cliques, of patriarchism; let it
never be said of them they do not prac-
tice what they preached.

THE FLORIDA SHERIFFS
ASSOCIATION DOES NOT
SOLI C'IT ADV ERTI SING
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Poison Threatens

Lives of 12,000

Dave Starr's Mounted Posse Rates

As One of the Best in the State
ORLANDO —The Orange County

SherifFs Department Mounted Posse
sponsored by Sheriff Dave Starr is one
of the outstanding groups of its kind
in the state, .

Organized eight years ago, it has been
steadily growing in size, and in the
quality of its horses and riders.

Its periodic horse shows have drawn
contestants from Winter Haven, Day-
tona Beach, Ocala and Jacksonville—
from all sections of the state, in fact-
and proceeds from many of them have
been donated to the Florida Sheriffs
Boys Ranch. These shows have been
rated the largest and best one-day horse
shows in the state by out-of-town judges,
according to Chief Mounted Deputy
Roger 'Foster.

Foster explained that one of the pri-
mary aims of the posse is to interest

young people in horsemanship and dis-
courage juvenile delinquency.

Posse members serve as instructors
for teen-age courses in horse manage-
ment, ride in parades and assist the
sheriff's department in search and res-
cue missions. Foster is proud of the fact
that early last summer, when called on
a search, eight or 10 members of the
posse were an the road with horses and
trailers within an 'hour to an hour and
a half.

Currently composed of 22 civic-mind-
ed men who own their own horses and
trailers, the posse has as its motto: "Bet-
ter Citizenship through Better Horse-
manship. "
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Officers in addition to Foster are:
Clark Podmore, first sergeant; Max
Truesdale, chaplain; B. E. Purcell, Rob-
ert McGahee and Neal Buell, board
members.

Lt. Samuel O. Bush, assistant to Sher-
iff Starr, is the liaison officer between
the sheriff's department and the posse, .
He attends monthly meetings and gives
instruction in law enforcement tech-
niques.

STUART —SWEET TREAT —Bill Berry (right)
of Stuart presents a Lions Club donation of
candy for Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch to Mar-
tin County Sheriff Roy C. Baker.

FT. LAUDERDALE —BOYS RANCH DONORS —Broward County Sheriff Allen B. Michell (fourth
from right) and Deputy Sheriff Otto Hettesheimer (right) express appreciation to donors who have
made substantial contributions to the Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch. They gave a Boys Ranch
Founders Club lifetime membership plaque to Central Truck Lines, Ft. Lauderdale, represented by
Lewis O. Dixson (shown holding his son, Jay); and Founders Club Certificates to (from left), Mr.
Lee, representing Lee Electric Co. , Ft. Lauderdale; Patrolman E. Z. Benefield, representing Fraternal
Order of Police Lodge No. 23, Pompano Beach; and Henry (Buck) Buckner, representing B&L Paint
Co., Ft. Lauderdale.

ARCADIA —When you' re a sheriff
you never know what kind of an emer-
gency will come along next.

DeSoto County Sheriff Lloyd Holton
added a new one to his collection when
54 sacks of deadly parathion, a poison-
ous insecticide, were dumped into the
Peace River, Arcadia's water supply
source.

The 12,000 inhabitants were warned
by loudspeakers passing through the
streets not to use city water. Warnings
were also broadcast by radio and tele-
vision.

Samples of the river water were sent
by jet from MacDill Air Force Base to
laboratories in Jacksonville and Talla-
hassee and the water system was thor-
oughly checked before it was put back
into use.

Sheriff Holton said 40 sacks of in-
secticide were recovered from the river
and most of them were intact.

Apparently the sacks were dumped
into the river 'by a worker on a nearby
farm. A fisherman spotted them about
a mile west of the city and spread the
alarm.

Hard To Stop
MACOLENNY —Nothing stops Bak-

er County Sheriff Ed Yarbrough when
he's after a moonshiner.

The driver of a car loaded with 75
gallons of pure white 'shine apparently
didn't know this when he tried to shake
the sheriff by running his car into Gum
Swamp on the north side of Ocean
Pond.

Following in hot pursuit, the Sheriff
drove his car into the water too.

Then the fieeing man jumped out into
waist deep water and the sheriff hopped
in right behind him.

As usual, the Sheriff brought back
his man, and the 75 gallons of moon-
shine.

He Was Suspicious
FORT PIERCE—It pays to be sus-

picious, if you' re a deputy sheriff.
Paul Cavaness, one of Sheriff Johnny

Norvell's deputies, proved this when he
triggered the arrest of Michael Abdo.

There was something about Abdo
that aroused Cavaness' suspicions, so he
checked on the man's auto tag and
identified him as a fugitive charged with
grand larceny.

After Cavaness and Deputy Herschell
Thompson arrested Abdo they discov-
ered he was also driving while his li-
cense was revoked.



This is the Motto of Bill Joyce and Other Florida
Sheriffs as They Face the Threat of Large Scale
Civil Disturbances.

The Cover
This month's cover picture shows one squad of Sheriff
Bill Joyce's Security Unit in wedge formation with the
second squad in the background. The cover picture
and the ones below were taken by Leon County Depu-
ty Sheriff Ralph Johnson.
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Prepare for the Worst. . .
And Pray it Doesn't Happen

TALLAHASSEE —It could happen here.
Someone could be irresponsible and fool-

ish enough to start a riot like the ones that
brought bloodshed, looting and property de-
struction to some of our nation's cities last
summer.

But, if he does, he is likely to find him-
self looking at the business end of a brace
of bare bayonets wielded by a squad of well
trained young men who mean business.

Public security is their business and these
young men serve without pay as volunteer
members of the Leon County Sheriff's Of-
fice Security Unit organized by Sheriff Bill
Joyce.

They will give the Sheriff additional
trained personnel in the event of a large
scale civil disturbance, or in any other
emergency where they are needed for se-
curity reasons.

They will also be available for first aid
and rescue missions; and on occasions they
will march in parades as a snappy drill
team.

Sheriff Joyce provides the uniforms and
equipment, and he expects to add vehicles
later to give the unit more mobility. Each
man is equipped with a 30 caliber carbine,
a bayonet and a 36-inch riot baton. Gas
masks will also be issued.

The 26-man unit is under the command
of one of Sheriff Joyce's Criminal Investi-
gators, John D. Driggers, Jr. , who is a re-
tired Captain with 20 years of active duty
with the U. S. Marines and was an instruc-
tor with the Marine Reserve unit in Talla-
hassee before he entered law enforcement.
It is no coincidence therefore that 23 of the
men are either ex-Marines (this will bring
an argument from those who say "once a Ma-
rine always a Marine" ) or Marine reservists.

There are two squads, with Sgt. Eddie
Whitehead and Sgt. Larry Campbell as the
squad leaders. Under severe riot conditions
the unit will move into action covered by
a sniper armed with an automatic rifle.
There will also be a "gas man" armed with
a tear gas gun; and a communications man
equipped with a back pack radio.

The men take their duties seriously and
report for a brisk two-hour training session
every week, They hope they will never be
called out for riot duty, and Sheriff Joyce
hopes he will never have to issue such a
call, but if the time ever comes they are
trained to handle the grim business at hand
in a manner that will effectively protect
life and property.

TOP PHOTO —Sheriff Bill Joyce (second
from right) discusses riot control forma-
tions with (from left) Sgt. Larry Camp-
bell, Unit Commander John Driggers and
Sgt. Eddie Whitehead.

LOWER PHOTOS —Ronnie M. Cornelius
(left) and Harry T. Chaires, members of
the Leon County Security Unit, demon-
strate the use of the riot baton —which
in the hands of an expert is a persuasive
weapon and not just a big club.
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Alachua on the Alert

GAINESVILLE —Alachua County Sher-
iff Joe Crevasse, Jr. , has a well trained se-

curity unit too under the command of Lt.
D. W. Garrett, Jr. Formed in August,
1964, it has grown from 15 to 50 mem-

bers and is composed of members of the
county's Civil Defense Reservists. The pic-
tures on this page (top to bottom) show

the Alachua unit in circle, straight line and

wedge formations.

FEBRUARY, 1965



News about the Rorida Sheriffs Boys Ranch,
a home for needy and worthy boys the Florida
Sheriffs Association is operating on the Suwannee
River near Live Oak, Florida.

Slemorittm
The following have made contribu-

tions to the Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch
Memorial Fund:

Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Jensen, Lake City; in
memory of Chester McGehec, John P. Jensen
and Mrs. Honor J. Greek.

Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Hill& Pensacola; in mem-
ory of Rev. W. L. Whitever, Mrs. Mary Ann
McDowal, and Mrs. Allicne Jennings.

Mrs. Sara Wood, Hobe Sound; rn memory of
Joe Wood and Sara Gullette.

Mr. Rex D. Gilbert, Clearwater; in memory
of Cecila Z. Gilbert.

Mrs. Clara B. Hollins, St. Petersburg, in
memory of Howard Chandler Neeld.

AIIState Insurance Company Agents, Lake-
land; in memory of Donald H. Bua, Jr.

The Herb Staifords, Ocala; in memory of
George Ryals.

Mr. D. D. Dubroff; Altha; in memory of
Joe Atkins.

Southern Motors, Inc. , Orlando; in memory of
Houston Crane.

Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Mayhill, Marianna; in
memory of Drew Peacock, Sr.

Mr. J. A. McDougall, Tampa; in memory of
Mrs. Mary M. McDougall.

Mrs. Clara B. Hollins, St. Petersburg; in
memory of Ben Granger.

Mr. and Mrs. R. O. Downie, Clearwater
Beach; in memory of Charles P. Day.

Mrs. Wm. Moulton, St. Petersburg; in mem-
ory of Dr. and Mrs. Willard,

Mr. H. Barney, New York, N. Y.; in memory
of Jim and Rena Swick,

Mrs. O. L. Dorsey, Tallahassee; in memory of
Oscar L. Dorsey.

Mrs. Ida Mae DesRochers, North Fort Myers;
in memory of W. Francis DesRochers.

Mr. and Mrs. M. T. Crowder, Jacksonville; in
memory of' Minnie L. Boisseau.

Mr. and Mrs. John P. O' Brien, Fort Lauder-
dale; in memory of Weir Peck Williams.

Sheriff and Mrs. Robert M. Buckels, Kissim-
mee; in memory of Lucile Griffin Humphrey.

Mr. and Mrs. Paul K. Wavro, Jacksonville;
in memory of Mrs. Louise Ashdown.

Mr. W. R. Hudspeth, Hot Springs, Arkansas;
in memory of Warner K. Bigger.

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis E. Purvis, Arcadia; in
memory of Lewis Edward Purvis, Jr.

Maj. and Mrs. Hal Morrison, Largo; in mem-
ory of Judge John Bird.

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Viti, Clermonti in memory
of D. D. Loucks.

Mr. and Mrs. William T. Smith, Tallahassee;
in memory of Terry Newlin.

C. G. Williams, Tallahassee; in memory of
Sam W. Carr.

Mrs. R. Roberts, Immokalee; in memory of
R. Roberts.

Builders ClubSweet Charity
NAPLES —Jaycees worked out a

two-way charity deal here when they
bought $50 worth of candy canes from
the Junior Woman's Club and gave
them to Collier County Sheriff E. A.
(Doug) Hendry for youngsters at Flor-
ida Sheriffs Boys Ranch.

The Junior Woman's Club will use
funds derived from the sale of candy
canes to buy equipment for a local
playground.

The following persons, organizations
and business firms have been added to
the roster of the Florida Sheriffs Boys
Ranch Builders Club in recognition of
donations to the Ranch valued at $100
or more.

Collier County Junior Deputies League,
Naples

Pepsi-Cola Bottlers Association, of Florida.
James Swick Alachua
R. B. Whitaker, Clearwater
Crystal Beach Community Church Council,

Crystal Beach
Mrs. Alfred I. Dupont, Wilmington, Delaware
L. V. Rankins, M.D., Fort Myers
Henry Johnson, Melbourne
Franke C. Lemke, St. Petersburg
Irving R. Ely, Fort Myers Beach
Vance Schwartz, Daytona Beach
Charles A. Schoder, Jacksonville
Cambridge Rubber Company, Taneytown,

Maryland
John E. Broward, Garden City
Elwood E. Geiger, Jacksonville
Claude F. McDaniel, Jacksonville
Joseph B. Davis, Jacksonville
Marvin L. Hines, Jacksonville
Walter J. Sapp, Garden City
Charles P. Broward, Jacksonville
W. J. Irvin, Jacksonvule
Roger W. Davis, Jacksonville
G. C. Whitfield, Garden City
ames Irwin, Jacksonville
ommy Browardt Jacksonville

T. H. Helms, Dinsmore
Lawrence Parrish, Garden City
Johnny D. Dean, Garden City

Enclosed find contribution of $Mail To:
In memory of

Send acknowledgment to:
Name

Memorial Fund

Florida Sheriffs

Boys Ranch

P. O. Box 649

Live Oak, Florida

Address

From (Donor's Name)

Address
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FIRST WEDDING —Youngsters and staff members were interested spectators when the first
wedding was held at the Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch, October 11, at 2 P.M. The Groom was
Palm Beach County Deputy Sheriff Warren Stork and the bride was June Brown. The newlywedsare pictured right after the ceremony performed by the Rev. S. M. Brabham, pastor of the First
Methodist Church, Live Oak. One attendant is with them and another is talking to the minister
in the background.



BIG HIT
TALLAHASSEE —The Flor-
ida Sheriffs Boys Ranch
float featuring four young-
sters and a bloodhound on
a hay wagon made a big
hit with crowds watching
the inaugural parade here
January 5. Spectators got a
big kick out of "old Joe"
the bloodhound who seem-
ed to get impatient with the
pace of the parade and
jumped off the float several
times. The tractor driven by
Ronald Arnold, Boys Ranch
houseparent, was provided
by Suber and Johnson Co.,
Tallahassee.
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Dangerous Pastime

JACKSONVILLE —"Sidewalk surf-
ing" may look like fun, but it's extreme-
ly dangerous, according to Sheriff Dale
Carson's Duval County Patrol.

Chief William F. Johnston said about
40 skateboards (small wooden platforms
on roller skate wheels) were confiscated
recently. Pointing to the danger, he es-
timated the youngsters get up to about
50 miles an hour on the boards and
block traffic on county roads.

A 15-year-old boy broke an arm in
a fall from a skateboard. City hospitals
reported a steady stream of skateboard
injuries, many of them fractures.

When one youngster broke an arm
in a tumble, his father decided to try
the sport and promptly broke a leg.

Hundreds of skateboards appeared
under Duval County Christmas trees
this year at prices up to $14.95. Confis-
cated boards can be reclaimed at the
SherifFs office. There is no charge, said
Johnston, except the price of a lecture
on the dangers of the sport.

FROM PEPSI
JACKSONVILLE —The Pepsi-
Cola Bottlers Associ'ation .of
Florida recently made an-
other $500 contribution to
the scholarship fund it has
established to provide col-
lege educations for young-
sters at the Florida Sheriffs
Boys Ranch. Sheriff Dale
Carson (left) is shown ac-
cepting the check for the
Ranch from John W. Hole-
man (center) and Frank C.
Holden, representing the
Bottlers Association.

6,000 Feet of Wire
TITUSVILLE —Brevard County

Sheriff Leigh S. Wilson's Department
made two arrests within four hours after
a copper wire theft was discovered.

A third man was sought in the case
in which 44 strands of copper wire were
cut in the Sharpes area along the Flor-
ida East Coast Railroad tracks.

All telephone toll calls were inter-
rupted between Jacksonville and Key
West, including lines also serving Cape
Kennedy.

The stolen wire —6,000 feet of it—was recovered at a junk yard at Or-
lando, where it had been sold.

Sheriff Wilson congratulated his men
on solving the case so quickly.

FEBRIJARVi ~B@

NEARING COMPLETION —The steeple's on now and the new all-faiths memorial chapel is nearing
completion at the Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch. A library is located in the rear of the building.
The entire structure was financed by donations to the Boys Ranch Memorial Fund. (Photo by
George Grist, Highlands County Shenff's Department. )
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Just a Traditional

Next to home, there's no place like the
Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch. This say-
ing will never be more true than it was
during Christmas, 1964. The celebra-
tion was modest, but warm and mean-
ingful in the old fashioned American
way. Cottage parents shopped for weeks
in advance, buying gifts with the gener-
ous donations of cash that came in from
Florida and elsewhere —toys, cowboy out-
fits and army gear for little boys; toys
and clothes for middle-sized boys; and
clothes and money for the big boys. All

packages were kept under tight security
in a house trailer until Christmas eve
when Santa arrived on a fire truck to

Santa Claus arrives at the Boys Ranch and passes un-
der the colored lights decorating the main gateway.

Suwannee County Sheriff Duke Mccallister helps Mr.
and Mrs. Harvey Bues, the "mom" and "dad" of Saun-
ders Cottage, distribute gifts to pajama-clad youngsters.

gl
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Family Christmas

distribute them. Each residence cottage
had its own Christmas tree and decora-
tions and the boys opened their presents
in their own cottages. Caroling and hun-
dreds of cards from friends added to the
general glow of happiness; and the real
significance of the day was not over-
looked —each boy attended religious
services in the church of his choice.
Christmas dinner in the new Jim and
Rena Swick Memorial Cafetorium fea-
tured turkey with all the traditional trim-
min's. After Christmas some boys visited
relatives and others made trips arranged
by Sheriff Doug Willis to Six Gun Terri-
tory and Silver Springs, near Ocala. It
was just a traditional family Christmas.

f,k s

To these senior boys of Pentland Cottage there was
something familiar about Santa. Could that have been
"Pop" Brettingen, one of their cottage parents, behind
those whiskers?

Santa was the center of attention at McGehee Cottage
when the time came to gather around the Christmas
tree and open gifts.

FEBRUARY, 1965
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Turkey and all the trimmin's. Seconds or thirds if you
wanted them.
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Sharpshooters
COCOA —This is what
you' ll see any Saturday
morning you happen to
pass by the police pistol
range, south of Rockledge

a group of youngsters
on the firing line receiving
expert instruction in fire-
arms safety and the art of
shooting a gun. They are
members of the Brevard
County Junior Rifle Club
sponsored by Sheriff Leigh
S. Wilson and supervised
by one of his men, Lt.
James Garvin. Chief rifle
Instructor is Bill West.
Membership is open to any
boy or girl 11 to 18 and
there are over 60 young-
sters on the club roster. In
a Junior Rifle Tournament
at Ocala the Club's class
8 team placed third; and
one of the members, Julia
Shock of Eau Gallic, won
the high girl trophy in Class
II with 370 out of a pos-
sible 400 points. (Cocoa
Tribune photo by Karl Hun-
ziker. )

Fatalities Drop
PENSACOLA —Escambia County

Sheriff Bill Davis and his deputies had
something to celebrate when the old
year faded out and the new one came
in.

They found that traffic fatalities dur-
ing the year just ended had dropped to
36 —fourteen less than the previous
year.

This was due largely to the campaign
of more effective traffic law enforcement
launched during 1964 by Sheriff Davis,
in cooperation with other law enforce-
ment agencies.

Sheriff Davis said the death toll drop
was due to diligent law enforcement
work, the personal interest officers took
in highway safety, close cooperation
with other departments and public serv-
ice announcements communicated to
the public by local news media.

FAST WORK
BARTOW —Less than two
hours after Liberty Loan Co.
was held up, in Orlando,
the Polk County Sheriff's
Depa rtment a r rested two
suspects and confiscated
the money, gun and wom-
an's wig which Polk Coun-
ty Sheriff Monroe Brannen
is looking orer. There was
no immediate evidence that
the wig had been used in
robberies. Apparently the
suspects were put behind
bars so fast they didn' t
have a chance to try it out.
Sheriff Brannen said the
arrest by Sat. Ray Willis
and Deputy Sheriff Charles
Duncan solved at least two
other robbery cases in this
area.

Joe's On the Ball
GAINESVILLE —"Financial opera-

tions were in accordance with legal re-
quirements and good business prac-
tices, " State Auditor Ernest Ellison said
following an audit of the accounts and
records of Alachua County Sheriff Jo-
seph M. Crevasse Jr.

"Budgets were properly prepared and
followed, " Ellison continued. "An an-
nual report was filed as required by
law and was accurate; expenses were
properly substantiated; records and op-
erating procedures were adequate and
efficient; internal control over cash col-
lections was good. "

Snpreine Saerif ice
FORT LAUDERDALE —The name

of Deputy Sheriff James Edgar Hill-
berry, 30, has 'been added to the honor
roll of law enforcement officers who
have made the supreme sacrifice.

He was killed in the line of duty
when a Negro he was trying to arrest
grabbed his pistol from its holster and
shot him in the abdomen. The shooting
occurred November 25 and he died in
a hospital on December 4, leaving a
young widow and three children, ages
6, 8 and 9.

Too E~eitegl
GROSS GITY—They were so excited

they forgot to eat the breakfast whipped
up for them by Dixie County Sheriff
Al Parker. But this didn't deter 77 Jun-
ior Deputies from enjoying a visit to
Marineland arranged by the Sheriff.

The group boarded a Dixie County
school bus for the trip and returned
here after visiting Castillo de San Marco,
an historic Spanish fort at St. Augus-
tine.

THE SHERIFF'S STAR



A Good Word
For The Boss

BRADENTON —"You couldn't ask
for a better boss. He is understanding. "

This verbal token of esteem for Man-
atee County Sheriff Kenneth Gross was
delivered by George Doss, veteran chief
jailer at Manatee County Jail, as he

prepared to retire after 23 years.
The jailer said he regretted leaving

the department, but he wanted to rest.
He still suffers from injuries incurred
when he was thrown to the jail floor by
three prisoners attempting escape.

Old inmates remember Doss, especial-

ly at Christmas. "I get cards from them—the cards come from all over the

city, " he said.
In his nearly 23 years of service,

Doss missed only one day's work. He
looks forward now to many days of
rest. He plans to indulge in his hobbies,
fishing and yard work; but the latter
will have to wait, he said, until he
catches up on his rest.

PLANTATION —FOR A WELL-SHOD CHRISTMAS —Officials of the Thorn McAn Shoe Store con-
tinued a three-year custom last Christmas by presenting a pair of shoes to each boy at Florida
Sheriffs Boys Ranch. Pictured at the presentation are (from left) Plantation Chief of Police Henry
(Hank) Donath; Broward County Sheriff Allen B. Mitchell; Deputy Sheriff Otto Hettesheimer, and
Thomas Fendley, store manager.

Bine Light Brigade
Orange County Sheriff Dave Starr,

Dade County Sheriff T. A. Buchanan,
Orlando Police Department and the
Florida Highway Patrol are experiment-

ing with blue lights as a substitute for
red lights on patrol cars.

Red has become so commonplace on

many types of non emergency vehicles

that it is not getting the attention it

deserves.

Favorable Report
BUSHNELL —Following an audit of

the accounts and records of Sumter

County Sheriff M. H. Bowman, State
Auditor Ernest Ellison said all collec-

tions of record were properly accounted

for; annual reports of income and ex-

penses were properly filed; and financial

records were generally well kept.

AFTERMATH
Christmas was a joyful oc-
casion at the Florida Sher-
iffs Boys Ranch, but the
next day there was also the
not-so-joyful aftermath of
getting back to the realities
of life. For Denny Beagling
and Bill Cowin this meant
operating the Ranch laun-
dry because the regular op.
erator was on vacation.

FEBRUARY, 1965

TALLAHASSEE —The 1965 term
opened at the Florida Law Enforcement
Academy January 17 with a five-day
course covering '"Civil Disturbance Pre-
vention and Control. "

Officers were taught the provisions of
the U. S. 'Civil Rights Act; how it af.
fects Florida Statutes; the current legal
position of law enforcement in riots;
how to plan for prevention and control
of riots; how to develop and train riot
control units; utilization of riot control
units in disasters and other emergencies;
handling of tear gas devices, police dogs
and the riot baton; and how to take care
of communications, transportation and
other problems arising from civil dis-

turbances.

Next on the 1965 schedule iwill be a
Jail Administration and Security Sch(MI
which was due to get underway Febru-
ary 7 and continue through February
19.

Other schools to be offered during
1965:

Basic Training . . . . . . . . . 6 days
In-Service Training. . . . . .11 days
Death Investigations &

Sex Crimes . . . . . . . . . . 5 days
Burglary, Larceny

& Robbery . . . . . . . . . .
Vice Investigations

(Gambling, etc.) . . . . . . 6 days
Vice Investigations

(bootlegging, etc.) . . . . 6 days
Traffic Accident

Investigations . . . . . . . . 5 days
Uniform Patrol Procedures 5 days
Photography & Charting. . 6 days

Crime Scene Search . . . . 5 days

Juvenile Delinquency . . . . 5 days

Jail Administration
& Security . . . . . . . . . . 11 days

Fingerprint Identification. 12 days

Civil Procedures . . . . . . . . 5 days

Riot Control &
Natural Disasters . . . . . 5 days

Firearms Instructors'
School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 days

Instructors Training School 5 days

Supervisory Training . . . . 5 days

Command Training . . . . . 5 days

5 days

Academy Kicks-Off Second Year

With Course on Riot Gontrol



THE
UNARMED

UNHARMED
SHERIFF

WEWAHITCHKA —People who think a gun and a
badge always go together like ham and eggs or peaches
and cream have never met Gulf County Sheriff Byrd
Parker, a deep-chested man's man with gentle ways.

Byrd has been wearing a SherifFs badge for 28 years
(making him the "dean" of Florida's Sheriffs now that
Clay County Sheriff John P, Hall has retired), but he
has never carried a gun, has never shot anyone and has
never been shot at.

There are times when he totes a shotgun in his patrol
car, but he explains that this is "mostly for snakes" and
not for human targets.

Furthermore, although he can be much of a two-
fisted man when the need arises, he has roughed up very
few men and he has never been hit in his life.

"I don't know how I've got by,
" the unarmed, un-

harmed sheriff says.
And, it is hard to figure when you consider that he

has had his share of man-to-man law enforcement and
wild experiences.

Some of the wildest came in the early days of his
career (1937 to 1939) when steel workers were erecting
the paper mill at Port St. Joe.

"Thev were a rough crew, "
Byrd recalls. "Sometimes

I loaded as many as six drunks in my car at one time to
take them to jail in Wewahitchka. This was usually be-
tween midnight and daybreak. I even stopped along the

LEFT TO RIGHT
Although he carries no gun, Sheriff Parker is armed
with a strong philosophy: "Meet everybody fair and
square, but be positive. Put your foot down when the
time comes and let them know you mean business. "

During his 28 years in office Sheriff Parker has spent
much more time behind the wheel of a patrol car
than he has behind a desk. Because of a small staff
and a large area to cover he is "out in the field" much
of the time and keeps in touch with his office by radio.

When emergencies anse he can call out his Rescue
Unit consisting of two deputies and four non-paid
volunteers. These men are experienced skin divers and
they use the Sheriff's water patrol boat for rescue and
recovery missions.

The Rescue Unit's Jeep is a handy piece of equipment.
lt can be used to tow the sheriff's patrol boat; or to
cover rough terrain during a land search for a missing
person or an escaped prisoner.

THE SHERIFF'S STAR



road to let them fight if they got to roughing each other
up.

"
Under these conditions it wasn't safe to carry a gun

in the car, and by the time Gulf County's "night life"
returned to normal Byrd had decided he could do his
job without one.

Perhaps there have been some anxious moments
since then when the sheriff has regretted his decision,
but no one can say that law enforcement has suffered
from his lack of a "shootin' am. "

The crime rate in Gulf County is among the lowest
in the state, and there are no unsolved murders or other
major crimes on the books. Byrd modestly attributes
this to "mighty good luck,

" but the real reason is alert,
effective law enforcement.

Typical of the way he and his men operate was the
solving of the county's "worst crime of all time" in 1963.
Two men held up a service station, took the two attend-
ants out in the woods and shot them in cold blood.

The Sheriff's Office had the murderers in custody
before the day was over and within three days they were
convicted and sentenced to the electric chair.

During much of his time in office Byrd had only one

deputy to help him cover the county's almost 370,000
acres stretching from the sands of the gulf coast on the
south to the fabulous fishing grounds of the Dead Lakes
to the north.

But the county has doubled in size and he now has

two full-time field deputies, a part-time deputy, an office

manager and a radio operator who doubles as night jailer.
In times of emergency he can call out his rescue unit

consisting of two deputies and four non-paid volunteers.
These men are experienced skin divers 'and are trained

to assist the Sheriff with search and rescue missions on

both land and water.
Although the Sheriff's paper work has increased

greatly, he has never received a critical audit report and

he has never been called on the carpet by the governor.
Gulf County voters have responded to this caliber

of law enforcement by electing Byrd to office eight times.

Four of these times he defeated his opponents in the first

primary; and four times he had no opposition.
He has always had strong support from the law abid-

ing citizens of the county; but it is a tribute to his kindly

concern for others that many former county jail prisoners

have also been on his side.
"Last election the people I had in jail the most worked

hardest for me, " Byrd told a friend recently. "I straight-

ened many of them out and if it hadn't been for me they' d

have ended up in Raiford State Prison or the electric

chair. "
Byrd Parker is that kind of man. He believes you

should "meet everybody fair and square, but be positive.

Put your foot down when the time comes and let them

know you mean business.
"

With a philosophy like this, who needs a gun?

10jo With Police Records

TALLAHASSEE —Florida's two-year-old program of finger-

printing state employees has turned up 6,000 workers with police
records, according to a report by Tom Boen, head of the Florida
Sheriffs Bureau's Records and Identification Section.

Boen said fingerprints of 61,000 state workers had been
checked by the SherifFs Bureau, and among the 6,000 with police
records there were 10 wanted in other states.

FEBRUARY, 1965

Good Neiglahor
VERO BEACH—Mrs. Lucille Mc-

Gill, secretary to Sheriff Sam Joyce, has

given personal help to many persons
she has come in contact with in the
sherifps office, especially children.

This was one of the attributes taken
into consideration when she was named
to the Court of Honor during the selec-
tion of Indian River County's "Woman
of the Year" for 1964.

Mrs. Anne Keen was named "Wom-
an of the Year."



James Francis Leydon

White male, age 40,
place of birth Worcester,
Mass. , 6 feet, 1 inch
tall, weighs 165 pounds,
brown hair, blue eyes.
Service Station attendant.
Last known be opera-
ting a 1955 or 1956
Buick hardtop, white
over green, may be bear-

ing 1964 Florida tag 7W-
29149, or unknown Mis-
sissippi tag. Has arrest
record Raleigh, N. C.
and Cleveland, Ohio.
Warrant issued, charge
Grand Larceny. If ap-
prehended notify Sher-
iff Starr, Orlando, Flor-
ida, or the Florida Sher-
iffs Bureau, Tallahassee,
Florida.

Donald R. Walsh

White male, age 39 to
40, date of birth believed
to be 9-24-24, 6 feet tall,
weighs 190 pounds, light
brown hair. Neat dresser,
heavy drinker, poker
player. Occupation: Ac-
countant or bookkeeper.
Formerly from Pitts-
burgh, Pa. Has work-
ed many areas in Flor-
ida as auditor. May be
accompanied by white
female. Warrant issued,
charge Embezzlement-
Forgery. Allow no bond.
If apprehended notify
Sheriff Thompson, Key
West, Florida or the
Florida Sheriffs Bureau,
Tallahassee, Florida.

John Henry Curtis
Colored male, date and
place of birth 9-4-34,
Emanuel or Sere ven
County, Georgia. 5 feet,
8 inches tall, weighs 145
pounds, brown hair and
eyes. Occupation: Porter
or laborer. Considered
armed and dangerous.
Committed brutal attack
on his wife, stabbing her
22 times. Reportedly may
be in Florida working as
farm laborer. Wanted by
FBI, UFAP Assault w/i
to Kill. Escaped from
work detail Bulloch
County, Ga. , on 6-9-64.
If apprehended notify
nearest FBI Agent or
Florida Sheriffs Bureau,
Tallahassee, Florida.

George F. Dinneen

White male, date and
and place of birth 3-12-
19 Watertown, South Da-
kota, 5 feet, 10 inches
tall, weighs 160 pounds,
black hair, blue eyes,
Florida Operators Li-
cense C-666437, expires
March 1965. Formerly
regional comptroller for
L B. Ivey and Co., Win-
ter Park, Fla. Warrants
issued, charge Grand Lar-
ceny, and for one check
in the amount of $15,-
000.00. If apprehended
notify Sheriff Starr. Or-
lando, Fle. , or the Flor-
ida Sheriffs Bureau, Tal-
lahassee, Flerida.

James Lee Sisk

Albert V. Trawick
Colored male, date and
place of birth 2-22-30,
Dothan, Ala. , 5 feet 6V2
inches tall, weighs 159
pounds, black hair, dark
brown eyes, scar left side
of face, large lips. Labor-
er. FBI g4 720 917.
FPC: 19 M/L 9/1 U/U
000/100 15. SP QBOO-

12

2670. Wanted for Escape
from DC RP 15, Largo,
Fla. , 11-25-64, where he
was serving a five year
term for B and E. $25.00
reward. If apprehended
notify Division of Correc-
tion, Tallahassee, Florida
or the Florida Sheriffs Bu-
reau, Tallahassee, Flor-
ida.

White male, date of
birth 5-28-12, 5 feet, 11
inches tall, weighs 175
pounds. Left Immokalee
area 12-7-64, but be-
lieved to be in the state
working in the citrus
areas. Warrants will be
issued, charge Worthless
Checks. If apprehended
notify Sheriff Hendry,
Naples, Fla. , or the Flor-
ida Sheriffs Bureau, Tal-
lahassee, Florida.
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John William Clonser

Also known as Jack Wil-
liam Clouser, date and
place of birth 3-29-32,
Chicago, Illinois, 5 feet,
9 inches tall, weighs 175
to 200 pounds, stocky
build, blond hair but
may be dyed black, blue
eyes. FBI ¹229, 125C,
FPC: 25 L/L 1/1 R/U
000/000 8. Occupation:
Clerical worker, stock
clerk. Described as a
weight lifter and has a
knowledge of judo. Sen-
tenced to Raiford 1962
from Ortange County for
30 years, charge Armed

Donald Gene Walker
Colored male, date and
place of birth 5-28-39,
Avon Park, Fla. , 5 feet,
11Vz inches tall, weighs
170 pounds, black hair,
dark brown eyes, extra
dark complexion. Fruit
loader and cowboy. Cut
scar back of left hand,
scar right leg shin. FBI
¹497444D. FPC: I/O
31/32 W/W IIO/OII 15
lower. Wanted for escape
from DC RP ¹57,Ovie-
do, Fla. , 11-2-64, where
he was serving life term
for Murder. $25.00 re-
ward. If apprehended no-
tify Division of Correc-
tion, Tallahassee, Florida
or the Florida Sher-
iffs Bureau, Tallahassee,
Florida.

FEBRUARY, 1965

Robbery, Conspiracy,
Kidnapping, Aggravated
Assault. Clouser escaped
from a mental institu-
tion. Reportedly an ex-
cellent marksman and in
possession of a knife.
Consider extremely dan-
gerous. One of FBI top
ten wanted men. Wanted
by them Interstate stolen
automobile. If appre-
hended notify Sheriti
Dave Starr, Orlando,
Fla. , the nearest FBI
Agent, The Division of
Correction, Tallahassee,
Florida or the Florida
Sheriff's Bureau, Talla-
hassee, Florida.

Van Johnson Penley
White male, date and
place of birth 12-31-39,
Eustis, Fla. , 5 feet, 9
inches tall, weighs 162
pounds, medium brown
hair, blue eyes; tattoo
"Sandy with J.P." right
upper forearm, tattoo
"Born to Lose" on chest

Larry Rocklin Grant
Alias Delmar C. Comp-
ton, Clayton Kingsley,
white male, age 22-23, 5
feet 11 inches tall, weighs
155 pounds, slender build,
light hair, neat dresser.
Wanted on charge Worth-
less checks. If apprehend-
ed notify Sheriff Low-
man, Brooksville, Fla. , or
the Florida Sheriffs Bu-
reau, Tallahassee, Flor-
ida.

Don Berry
White male, date of
birth 8-24-16, 5 feet, 9
inches tall, weighs 170
pounds, brown hair, ha-
zel eyes. Wanted on
Worthless Check charges.
If apprehended notify Po-
lice Dept. , Palm Beach,
Fla. , or the Florida Sher-
iffs Bureau, Tallahassee,
Florida.

"Cross" on abdomen,
"Johnny" back left shoul-
der. Two Felony war-
rants issued, charge B
and E w/i to Commit a
Misdemeanor. If appre-
hended notify Sheriff Cre-
vasse, Gainesville, Flor-
ida, or the Florida Sher-
iffs Bureau, Tallahassee,
Florida.

How Do You Pinch
A Pachyderm'

BRADENTON —When Manatee
County Sheriff's Department deputies
received a report that a passing motorist
had seen an elephant walking on U. S.
Route 301, they debated whether to
give the motorist a drunkometer test
or go looking for the animal.

Deciding on the latter course, Depu-
ties Danny Keller and Ed Spencer
found that sure enough Lilly Mae, an
elephant owned by Sells and Foray Cir-
cus, was taking a stroll on the busy
highway.

"Putting the pinch on a perambulat-
ing pachyderm" was something that the
Manatee County Sheriff's Department
training manual didn't cover, so, instead
of taking Lilly Mae to jail, the depu-
ties simply cornered her and contacted
her trainer, Robert Meyering.

Meyering and other circus employees
rushed to the scene and escorted the
two-ton truant back to her quarters.

And the deputies turned to other
chores, hoping the next lawbreaker they
tackled would be more their size.

IJnsnng Santa
HOLLY HILL —Volusia County

Sheriff Rodney Thursby's civil deputy,
Bill Lickle, was one of the unsung San-
tas of the past Christmas holiday.

Bill took over a job formerly han-
dled by Daytona Beach firemen. He
collected turkeys, toys, food, and other
necessities for less fortunate persons
and their youngsters.

Because of his gracious manner and
willingness to assist people, the civil
deputy is known as the sheriff's "East
Coast Ambassador. "

Bloodhonnds for Sale
TAMPA —Hillsborough County

Sheriff Malcolm Beard has two trained
bloodhounds for sale.

One is '"Dutchess, " registered with
AKC as a female 'black and tan. She
came from Charlotte, N. C., and was
whelped September 25, 1960.

The other is "Red," a male obtained
from former Sheriff J. W. Turner, of
Levy County.

Address all inquiries to John F. Kirk,
Jr., Inspector, Services & Administra-
tion, Hillsborough County Sheriff's De-
partment, Tampa.

The Village Idiot
FORT MYERS —The culprit Sheriff

Flanders Thompson was looking for
didn't have much sense. He pulled up
30 stop signs at intersections here and
could have caused serious —even fatal—traffic accidents.
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Christmas Spirit

Hits Jails too
Sheriffs and their staffs do whatever

they can to make life more cheerful for
people who have to spend Christmas in
county jails.

Special menus are served and reli-
gious services are held for inmates.

In the Dade County (Miami) Jail,
during the 1964 Christmas season, staff
members and trusties worked long hours
packing 150 baskets of food for fami-
lies of needy inmates. The baskets were
distributed by the "paddy wagons" nor-
mally used to transport prisoners.

A Midnight mass was held on Christ-
mas Eve for Catholic prisoners, with
musical selections by a choir of women
prisoners. Other services were held on
Christmas day.

At the Lake County (Tavares) Jail,
trusties snent many manhours under the
supervision of Sheriff Willis McCall
painting and repairing used toys for dis-
tribution to underprivileged children.

When Christmas arrived at Palatka,
Sheriff Walt Pellicer called his wife,
Pauline, to tell her there would be an-
other youngster in their home for the
holiday —a 14-year-old boy who was
being held in the juvenile detention
section of the Putnam County Jail.

This meant some last-minute shop-
ping for toys by Pauline, but it was
nothing new for her. As the Palatka
Daily News explained, she has been
looking after jailed youngsters over the
Christmas holidays for quite a few
years.

"It would be hard to say who is more
troubled at Christmas by the thought of
juveniles spending Christmas in the
county jail—Walt or Pauline, " the News
added. "Anyway, they take youngsters
home at Christmas time and for a few
days at least these kids have an oppor-
tunity to know' what a real home is
like."

GENEROUS GUY
GAINESVILLE —Alachua
County Deputy Sheriff Ed
Macclellan presents a Boys
Ranch Builder Certificate to
Bill Green, local barber and
Chairman of the State Bar-
bers' Sanitary Commission,
as a token of appreciation
for his generosity toward
the Florida Sheriffs Boys
Ranch. He donated a bar-
ber chair and other barber
equipment to the Ranch. .

SUBSTANTIAL GIFT
FORT MYERS—Lee County
Sheriff Flanders G. (Snag)
Thompson (right) accepts
for the Florida Sheriffs Boys
Ranch a $300 check from
A. J. (Dutch) Knipper, vice
president and general man-
ager of Fort Myers, Naples
and Punta Gorda Ready
Mixed Concrete Co. The
company gave Christmas
gifts to the Ranch and other
charitable and welfare or-
ganizations on behalf of its
customers.

ppP;y

RANCH BOUND
8ARTOW —Polk County
Sheriff Monroe Brannen
(left) accepts a palomino
horse for Florida Sheriffs
Boys Ranch from Charles
Stein, division manager of
Kraft Foods, Lakeland. Stein
said the presentation will
become an annual custom.
(Photo courtesy Polk Coun-
ty Sheriff's Office. )

Tough Course
TALLAHASSEE —Two deputy sher-

iffs, Gene Goodman of Leon County
and Stanley Linton, son of Taylor
County Sheriff Maurice Linton, com-
pleted a tough 16-week course in police
dog training and handling here.

The course was conducted by Sgt.
Eugene Duval, of the Jacksonville Beach
Police Department, and the graduates
included 11 Tallahassee police off'icers.

Trained police dogs are used for
crowd control and finding hidden fugi-
tives. They also give protection to offi-
cers on the "night beat, " but they can
only be used by trained handlers.

ORLANDO —BOWLERS REPEAT —This year, for the second year in a row, Colonial Bowling
Lanes and the Play Girls' Bowling League have made a substantial joint donation to the Florida
Sheriffs Boys Ranch; and Orange County Sheriff Dave Starr is pictured above presenting certificates
of appreciation to Roy S. DuSan, manager of the bowling lanes; and Mrs. Marty Kinard, president
of the bowling league. Sheriff Starr thanked the bowlers for "actively supporting the constructive
side of the ledger in our society by helping us to raise boys whose future was a question mark,
into men who will be an asset to our nation and our way of life."




