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RANCH BOOSTERS

MIAMI BEACH —The
Florida Sheriffs Boys
Ranch gained some es-
teemed new friends
here when the Societe
de Maitre D' voted to
donate the proceeds of
its annual Ball to the
Ranch. The Ball will be
held here January 10,
1966, at the Eden Roc
Hotel. Dade County
Sheriff T. A. Buchanan
was present at the
meeting when the de-
cision was made and he
is pictured here with
Jose Gomez, of the Car-
illon Hotel (center),
president of the Societe
de Maitre D', and Jean
Suits (right), Director
Manager of the Doral
Beach H otel. Famed
Columnist Jim Bishop
was the featured speak-
er at the meeting. (Pho-
to by Dore' Studios,
Inc.)

Moonport No Haven
TITUSVILLE —The crook who

thinks he can escape the "long arm of
the law" by hijacking a rocket to the
moon has another think coming.

Brevard County Sheriff Leigh Wil-
son has made an agreement with the
National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration which allows him and his
deputies to investigate crimes at Ken-
nedy Space Center instead of having
to settle for after-the-fact reports from
NASA.

The NASA Security Headquarters
will be connected to the sheriff's tele-
type network and the Sheriff will be
called to the scene immediately in
cases involving violations of state laws.

Under the agreement, Kennedy
Space Center patrolmen have also been
deputized by the Sheriff so they can
make trafBc arrests which can be
prosecuted in Brevard County courts.

Tallahassee Shows Its Gratitude to New York Policeman
TALLAHASSEE —Detective Sgt. Allen Gore of the

New York City Police Department came here as a visitor,

and left as a celebrity.
The purpose of his visit was to see an old friend,

John Melton, Administrative Assistant to Sheriff Bill

Joyce, but when city oScials heard he was coming they
rolled out the red carpet.

Mayor George Taff met him at the airport with Mel-

ton and made him an honorary citizen of Tallahassee.
The next day he rated a streamer headline and a

picture in the local newspaper.
Before he departed for home Governor Haydon Burns

shook his hand and thanked him for his kindness to a
Tallahassee police ofBcer in distress.

It was a Hollywood ending to a story that began
when Sgt. Earl Rayborn, a Tallahassee police oScer,
and his wife flew their three-year-old son, Gary, to New

York's Memorial Hospital Cancer Clinic.

Surgery here had disclosed that the youngster had

cancer and, aided by funds contributed by friends and

fellow ofBcers, they were making a last desparate effort

to save his life.
Realizing that the Rayborns would be alone and

friendless in the big city, Melton called his friend, Sgt.
Gore, and told him the story. The New York Detective

contacted the Rayborns upon their arrival in New York

and he and the men on his squad have been looking

after them ever since.
They found a way to underwrite a large portion of

the Tallahassee police oScer's hotel bill, and when a
rocking chair was needed to ease the little cancer pa-
tient's pain they scoured the city until they found one.

"Finding a rocking chair sounds easy,
" said Sgt. Gore

later, "but just try it some time in New York City.
"

He's back home now, ready to assist the Rayborns in

any way he can as they keep their lonely vigil beside

their son's hospital bed.

GRATEFUL GOVERNOR —Haydon Burns (right), Florida's Gov-
ernor, thanks New York Detective Allen Gore for his kindness
to a Tallahassee Police Officer in distress.
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HONORARY CITIZEN —With Deputy Sheriff John Melton look-
ing on, Mayor George Taff (left) makes Detective Sgt. Allen
Gore (center) an honorary citizen of Tallahassee.



Diving Deputies on parade in Marianna.

A lost ring, a stolen safe or a murder weapon. . . no matter what the problem, if
it's underwater they' ll get to the bottom of it.

By Mike Darley
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MARIANNA —There is no escape, no
refuge for a criminal here, not even at the
bottom of the Chipola River —thanks to the
Jackson County SherifFs Diving Posse.

Sheriff Barkley Gause's "Underwater Arm
of the Law" is the latest wrinkle in enforce-
ment and an important adjunct to his de-
partment.

In operation only a short time, the SherifFs
Diving Posse already has recovered the bodies
of numerous drowning victims, large amounts
of stolen property, some of which has been
used as evidence in court cases; and many
lost items.

"Our Diving Posse has been a real asset
to law enforcement, not only in Jackson Coun-
ty but throughout the area,

" said Sheriff
Gause. "Members of the Jackson County
Sheriff's Diving Posse have been called on to
do important work in neighboring counties
on numerous occasions. We have obtained
convictions on evidence brought up by the
divers that we would not have gotten other-
wise. "

Bill Timmons, Jackson County Wildlife
Officer and an experienced diver, heads the
Posse, which numbers about a dozen mem-

bers. Safety is stressed at all times and Tim-
mons serves as the underwater instructor. He
thoroughly checks out each new member
before allowing him to participate in a diving
mission.

Expensive diving equipment and a 16-foot
boat have been purchased through contribu-
tions made by local business firms and private
individuals. Sheriff Gause was one of the first
to make a generous contribution. The Posse
now is raising funds to obtain a motor and
trailer for the boat.

Every Posse member owns his own diving
equipment, which costs about $300. The
Posse also owns a light gear outfit, a small
version of deep-sea diving equipment which
permits divers to work long periods under
water through virtue of a continuous supply
of air pumped from the surface. A two-way
communications system is part of the rig.

The Posse also recently obtained a small
dredge free from a commercial firm in return
for the Posse's assistance in making under-
water pictures. The dredge is capable of
moving 16 cubic yards of sand per hour.

(Continued on Page 10)
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Happiness is a Newborn Calf

For youngsters at the Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch happi-
ness is many things.

Mike Lockhart (left) and Marcus Riggins, the boys on
our cover, would describe it as the thrill of playing with a
newborn calf.

According to the random photographs on these pages it
could also be "just goofin' o8," playing with electric trains,
repairing a bicycle or loading a cafeteria tray with whole-
some food.

There are almost 100 boys enrolled at the Ranch and you
are likely to get a different definition of happiness from
each, but they would all add up to one answer —the Ranch
is a place where every boy in his own way can find a happy
life and a secure future.

EDITORIAL BOARD
Sheriff Flanders G. Thompson. .Lee County
Sheriff Sim L. Lowman. .Hernando County
Sheriff Ed Yarbrough. . . . . . .Baker County
Former Sheriff John P. Hall. . .Clay County
Don McLeod, Director,

Florida Sheriffs Bureau

EDITOR
Carl Stauifer

Field Secretary of the Florida Sheriffs Assn.

THE SHERIFF'S STAR is published
monthly by the Florida Sheriffs Associa-
tion, a non-profit corporation, P. O. Box
1487, Tallahassee, Florida. The subscription
rate is $2.50 per year. Second class postage
paid at Tallahassee, Florida, and at addi-
tional mailing offices.

Wayne LaMontagne, Alfred LaMontagne
and James Barwick, from leff to right.
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Help for the "Little Guy" in Jail

Wayne LaMontagne (left) and Jimmy
Brooks

JACKSONVILLE —"It's the little
fellow we' re trying to help —the fel-
low who can't make a $25 or $30
bond, " said Sheriff Dale Carson.

He was talking about Duval Coun-
ty's indigent bond program, which has
been put into operation as the result
of an act of the 1965 Legislature.

Under this program the man ac-
cused of a crime but unable to pay
a bondsman's 10 per cent premium
will not have to spend days and weeks
in jail waiting for the disposition of his
case.

This penniless fellow can be released
without bond providing the merits of
his case warrant it.

The indigent bond program makes
money and personnel available to in-
vestigate indigent cases and provide
judges with information which will
enable them to determine whether or
not the "little guy" in question is a
"good risk" for release.

Patterned after a New York pro-
ram, the Duval program is partially
nanced by a grant from the National

Legal Aid and Defender Association.
Its procedures will be worked out by
an advisory committee on which Sheriff
Carson is serving. Also represented
on the committee will be the Criminal
Court Judges, the State Attorney, the
Public Defender and the county's Jus-
tices of the Peace.

Duval County Public Defender T.
Edward Austin, who began pushing
the program last year, said it will re-
turn accused men to work so they can
support their families while the legal
machinery grinds; relieve overcrowd-
ing in the county jail; and provide
"equal" justice.

It will also, for the first time, pro-
vide an attorney for indigent defend-
ants at the magistrate level in all
felony cases.

How About the Rights of Society' ?

Richard Dubose

"Chow line" in the Boys Ranch Cafe-
torium.
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MIAMI —Is there a trend for courts
to be over protective toward criminal
suspects P

Sheriff T. A. Buchanan and other
Dade County officials feel that there
is and it alarms them.

They say technicalities are poking
new loopholes through which hardened
criminals escape punishment at an un-
precedented rate.

"We're turning over our society to
common criminals,

" Buchanan said.
"The tide has got to change. Otherwise
we simply take our precious democracy
and hand it over to the hoodlums-
and we get a gun in the back in re-
turn. "

Buchanan, a lawyer himself, says
"All of these new legal technicalities
are so engraved on the minds of those
who handle criminal cases that the
result has been to put the handcuffs
on the officer and not the criminal. "

The sheriff said he has had to begin
training schools taught by prosecutors
to keep even his veteran officers up
to date on the latest court decisions
covering police procedures.

"And for the first time ever we' ve
bought false arrest insurance for our
people out on the road, " he said.
"They have been so worried about
doing something that could cause a
suit that they get hesitant about per-
forming their job.

"
State Atty. Richard Gerstein, presi-

dent-elect of the National District At-
torneys Association, warned that the

courts must begin to render decisions
in behalf of the public.

"The pendulum has swung too far,
"

ho added. "In the effort to safeguard
the rights of the individual, the rights
of society have been diminished be-
yond reasonableness. "

The uncertainty and confusion over
judicial procedures, and the so-called
liberal court rulings have upset the
entire Florida court system.

Appeals and motions made on the
numerous technical questions have
completely filled the court calendars
with cases that take hours longer to
argue than in the past.

The most important courtroom con-
troversy here is undoubtedly over con-
fessions, which can be determined in-
admissable if it was not voluntarily
given.

Stray Tombstones
LAKE CITY —Where lies the body

of Ira Thrift, World War II Navy vet-
eran?

Columbia County Sheriff Ralph Witt
began searching for the answer to this
question when a stray tombstone was
found near here.

Marion County SherifF Doug Willis,
in Ocala, had a similar problem when
a tombstone was found in a pile of
clay. It belongs on the grave of Cal-
vin Thomas, World War I soldier who
died at Camp Devins, Mass. , but where
is the graveP



News about the Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch,
a home for needy and worthy boys the Florida
Sheriffs Association is operating on the Suwannee
River near Live Oak, Florida.

Ranch Builder's Club
Roster Growing
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WEST PALM BEACH—GIFT WITH A NEW TWIST—Palm Beach County Sheriff Martin
Kellenberger (center) thanks David Forrest Click, Yale University Freshman, for the
electric train layout valued at over $1,500 he donated to the Florida Sheriffs Boys
Ranch. In a unique and thoughtful gesture, David's father, Mr. David G. Click (right),
of Palm Beach, added a gift of $200 to assist our boys in setting up the model rail-
road and maintaining it.

The following persons, organizations
nncl business firms have been added to
the roster of the Florida Sheriffs Boys
Ranch Builders Clu'b in recognition of do-
nations to the Bauch valued at $100 or
more.

Northwood I.ions Club, West Palm Beach.
Mrs. Rosabell C. Allert, Palm Beach.
Mts. Thelma Sumpter, Pensacola.
Cattleman-Farmers Auction IMarket, Gaines-
ville.
Mr. J. W. Clark, Gainesville.
Pilot Club of Naples, Inc. , Naples.
Diamond D. Range Riders Club, Baldwin.
Mr. John Imparato, Tampa.
iMr. John J. Zoffay, Frostproof.
,Mr. Adolph A. Borak, Orlando.
IMr. Melvin iMaccoul, Clearwater.
Mrs. Viola W. Allin, Clearwater.
Dr. S. M. Simon, Fort Myers.
DoSoto County Mounted Possettes, Arcadia.
Mrs. Eva L. Roesler, Port Salerno.
Mr. T. S. Roberts, Jacksonville.
Marine Bank and Trust Company, Tampa.
~Mr. and Mrs. 'James V. Wiarren, Sanford.

Bring on the Boys
AUSTIN, Minn. —The Minnesota

Sheriffs Boys Ranch —fourth in the
nation —will soon be able to enroll its
first boys.

Remodeling of a sturdy brick farm-
house on the 50-acre ranch as the first
residence building has been completed
and steps are being taken to screen ap-
plications for admission.

The Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch was
the first institution of its kind in the
nation —or anywhere else for that
matter. The Sheriffs of Georgia, Ala-
bama and Minnesota followed Florida's
lead in that order.

ORLANDO —JUST IN CASE—It is 11 miles from the Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch to
the nearest hospital and this ambulance donated by Pine Hills Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment will come in mighty handy if any boy needs emergency treatment. Orange
County Sheriff Dave Starr (second from right) expresses his gratitude to (from left)
Roy E. Carpenter, Secretary-Treasurer of the Fire Department; Charles E. Bramble,
President; and Bill Graves, Chief, (Orange County Sheriff's Department photo. )

Shopping Early
Many supporters of the Boys Ranch

are doing their Christmas shopping
early.

We know this because we have been
getting inquiries about the names, ages
and clothing sizes of our boys.

This information is available in
mimeographed form and anyone who
is interested can obtain a copy by
writing to the Boys Ranch, Route 3,
Box 175, Live Oak, Florida.
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Typical Generosity
JACKSONVILLE —It has been an

annual custom for Chris Jenkins, of
Dow Jenkins Shipping Co., to take
youngsters from the Florida Sheriffs

Boys Ranch on a deep sea fishing trip.
Each year the project gets larger as

enrollment increases at the Ranch; and
this year Jenkins was faced with the
problem of playing host to 80 young-
sters.

He could have limited his invitation
to 40 boys, letting Ranch officials se-
lect the lucky ones, but he didn' t.
Instead he insisted that no one be left
out and he had to schedule two fishing
trips instead of one.

The following have made contributions
to the Florida Sheriffs Boys Ranch Me-
morial Fund:

Sheriff. and lvirs. Broward 'Coker, Sebring;
in memory of iMr. Roscoe Bass, Mr. Jesse M.
Tuck, Jr., Mr. R. N. Durrance, Mrs. Clara
Martin, Mrs. 1Vlarguzet England, Mr. Charles
S. Dean, Sr., and Mr. Henon C. Rimes.

iMr. J. E. Kirkland, Corpus Christi, Texas;
Mrs. Florence G. McCray, Tallahassee; Mr.
Paxton B. Robertson, Shreveport, Louisiana;
Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Blanton, Shreveport, Louisi-
ana; iMr. and Mrs. Gerard Daoust, Tallahassee;
Mr. Henry C. Edenfleld, Tallahassee and Mr.
Lee C. Smith, Dallas, Texas; in memory of
Mr. Donald J. 1VIunroe.

Br. Edward G. Haskell, Jr., Tallahassee; in
memory of Mrs. Fannie Smith, 1VIr. Jim M.
Lee, Jr., and 1VIr. W. H. Walton, Sr.

Col. Kenneth A. King, USMC Ret. , Tampa;
and Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Martin, Tampa; in
memory of R. C. Bigby, Sr.

Mrs. James D. Seymour, Winter Garden and
Mrs. L. R. Greenman, Winter Garden; in mem-
ory of Deputy Bobby L. Corley.

Mr. Alex R. Willson, iMadeira Beach; in
memory of Caroline M. Buckingham.

Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Brown, Shamrock; in
memory of Hal Chaires.

'Mr. Norman J. Smith, Titusville; in memory
of Sgt. Amos Cox.

IMrs. Julia B. Porter, iStuart; in memory of
David H. Deneny.

iMrs. Mary Jane Glover, Tampa; in memory
of Viola Edwards, and Lisa Christina Garcia.

Lt. Carl G. Morrison, Jr., Rapid City, S. D.;
in memory ot Major Barney Fisher.

Mrs. Fred A. Turner, Temple Terrace; in
memory of Rose Graszak.

Ada 1VI. Sheridan, Lakeland; in memory of
John 'C. Hall.

IMrs. Leo J. Morrill, St. Petersburg; in mem-
ory of Janet Hanison.

Mr. J. V. Simmons, Ocala; in memory of
Harry Hindman.

iMrs. T. D. Leslie, Jasper; in memory of
Carroll Hunter.

IMr. J. Ernest Smith, Leesburg; in memory
of Gaston Jack Leviner.

Mrs. Linea M. Batty; Winter Haven; in
memory of Mrs. Ethel F. Parsons.

Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Reeder, Tampa; in
memory of Mrs. George Patton.

~Mr. and 1VIrs. M. R. Holmes, Lake Butler;
in memory of Charles Abzam Roberts.

iMr. and Mrs. B. J. Gannon, Live Oak; in
memory of Mrs. iMary F. Smith.

IMr. and Mrs. Calvin Webster, Tucson,
Arizona; in memory of Man Ritchie.

Ken and Eula Hoequist, Ruby Hoequist, Mrs.
Minnie Hoequist, Orlando; lvir. and Mrs. D. E.
Pauley, Winter Garden; in memory of Com-
mander Wesley Sherberth.

iMrs. Jane C, Sherman, Sarasota; in memory
of Mr. Theodore D. Sherman.

Mrs. C. F. Sumpter, Pensacola; in memory
of Thomas B. Sumpter.

County officials of Levy County, Florida; in
memory of Mr. Arthur Grady Thompson.

Mr. John L. McFarlin, Jr., Marianna; in
memory of Billie Webb.
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TAMPA —BAD NEWS FOR BUGS —Deputy Sheriff James E. Crocker (right), Boys
Ranch coordinator for the Hillsborough County Sheriff's Department, accepts a Swing
Fog fogging machine donated to the Boys Ranch by Herbert J. Friedman (second
from left), President of Southern Mill Creek Products Co. , Tampa. Pictured at left is
Joseph Fowler, manager of Mr. Friedman's service department.
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PERSONAL TOUCH
POMPANO BEACH—Pil-
lowcases with a person-
al touch —that's what
members of the local
Firemen's Auxiliary
made for the youngsters
at the Florida Sheriffs
Boys Ranch. Showing
Broward County Deputy
Sheriff Otto Hettesheim-
er how it was done are
Mrs. Connie Prevatte
and Mrs. Jerry Harris.
The Auxiliary members—12 of them —deco-
rated the pillowcases
with liquid embroidery
end even threw in some
extra sets for the "cot-
tage parents" who su-
pervise the boys. In ad-
dition to this project
they have helped the
Pompano Beach Fire
Department t o raise
funds for a proposed
Boys Ranch fire station.
They also have made
tourniquets and sand-
bags for the rescue
truck, a n d collected
clothes for fire victims.

Mail To:
Memorial Fund

Florida Sheriffs

Boys Ranch

P. O. Box 649

Live Oak, Florida

Enclosed find contribution of $

In memory of
Send acknowledgment to:

Name

Address

From (Donor's Name)

Address

The Memorial Fund will perpetuate the memory of deceased relatives and
friends. It provided the financing for a Boys Ranch Chapel; and it will be used in
the future for similar projects of enduring significance.

Please use the form below when mailing contributions to this fund.



A Crime Scene Search School turned out this graduating class on October 15.
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This group of officers graduated from a General Training School at Florida Law Enforcement Academy, September
18, 1965.
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Academy
Goes
Co-Ed

TALLAHASSEE —Florida Law En-

forcement Academy held its first co-

educational school September 8-10 and

the picture above shows the 30 depu-

ty sheriffs from 22 counties who re-

ceived graduation certificates.
Also pictured in the front row (from

left) are Henry Conner of Tampa,
former State Auditor, and Lu Hindery,

Alachua County Chief Deputy Sheriff,

who were instructors; and Don Mc-

Leod, director of the Florida Sheriffs

Bureau.
The school was the first offered by

the Academy on Civil Process, a highly
technical and important phase of a
sheriff's duties dealing with the han-

dling of a wide variety of court docu-

ments such as writs and summonses.

Here are some other "firsts" the

Academy has chalked up in 1965, its

second year of operation:
First over-capacity school, in May,

on the Subject of Burglary and Lar-

ceny with an enrollment of 43 lawmen

which required seven officers to be
housed off-campus.

First off-campus school was held in

St. Augustine, in August, and offered

a general training course.
This was also the first school for

Negro law enforcement officers and it
drew an enrollment of 24 from all sec-
tions of the state.

Created by the Florida Sheriffs As-

sociation, the Academy is located near
the Tallahassee Municipal Airport. It
is Florida's first state-wide training
school offering courses to city, county,
state and federal law enforcement offi-

cers.
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It Took 12 Years
SEBRING —After 12 years Sheriff

Broward Coker has closed the file on
the Stackhouse murder case.

The case broke in 1953 when the
body of a missing woman, Mrs. Janie
Stackhouse, was found in a crude
grave.

After an investigation that won him
nation-wide recognition, Sheriff Coker
charged the woman's husband, Russell
Stackhouse, with murder.

Stackhouse, however, could not be
brought to trial because he gras judged
insane and was sent to the state hos-

pital, at Chatthoochee.
Last fall he was ruled competent to

stand trial and was returned to the
Highlands County Jail here to face
the murder charge.

Recently the charge of murder was
reduced to manslaughter and his plea
of guilty netted him a sentence of 10
years in the state penitentiary.

He is 72 now and in bad health,
according to a news report.

Mobile Office
PUNTA GORDA —Sheriff Richard

Stickley has a mobile sheriff's office.
It is an aluminum trailer he pur-

chased privately for his own use, but
has outfitted as an emergency station
at no cost to the county.

When Hurricane Betsy threatened
the area, the sheriff moved the trailer,
which is also equipped as a first aid
station, into the Port Charlotte area
for use as a base in that region.

The trailer also is equipped for use
at the scene of any disaster, such as
an airliner crash or other catastrophe.

During the Betsy fiap the trailer unit
was in constant radio communication
with the main office and could have
been moved to any area that might
have required such a headquarters.

PENSACOLA —SHERIFF APPOINTED
Gov. Haydon Burns appointed business-
man Sherman Barnes, of Pensacola, on
October 20 as Sheriff of Escambia
County to succeed Sheriff William E.
Davis, who was suspended after grand
jury indictments charged him with ac-
cepting a bribe and permitting gambling
at a night spot. "I am not guilty and
shall eagerly await vindication by a jury
trial, " Davis said. "This thing was defi-
nitely trumped up by my political
enemies. "

Medal of Valor
TITUSVILLE — Brevard County

Sheriff Leigh Wilson announced that
Sgt. Amos Cox was posthumously
awarded the National Police Associa-
tion of America's Medal of Valor for
"outstanding heroism, valor, and meri-
torious service above and beyond the
call of duty.

"
Sgt. Cox, a Brevard County Deputy

Sheriff, was accidentally killed when
he fell from his boat while searching
for a local family reported missing on
a boat trip.

SHEIIIFF5 HARBOR I'ATIIOL ~»»
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WEST PALM BEACH —FLEET'S GROWING —Sheriff Martin Kellenberger (right)
poses with the latest addition to his fleet of harbor patrol boats. It is an 18-footer
with 90 horsepower.
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In Good Shape
FORT MYERS —The State Audit-

ing Department audited Sheriff Flan-
ders Thompson's accounts and records
for the period from October 1, 1962, to
April 30, 1965 and found them in

good shape.
"Records were well kept,

"
the State

Auditor said in his usual report to the
Governor; and this is about as close
as he ever comes to enthusiastic praise.

He also noted that "resources were
adequate to cover all liabilities of rec-
ord; all convictions of record. . . were
properly executed; fees charged indi-
viduals for serving civil papers were
according to law; and budgets were
properly prepared and followed. "

Helpful Helicopter
FT. PIERCE —Harold Williams,

local crop duster, offered to assist with
his helicopter when St. Lucie County
Sheriff J. R. Norvell was searching for
a missing person.

Although he didn't find the missing
person —who showed up later, wet,
tired and unhurt —he did prove how
useful a "chopper" can be in law
enforcement.

Within 10 minutes after the start of
his fiight he located a stolen surfboard
in a wooded area and summoned a
sheriff's department patrol car to the
scene by radio.

Sheriff Norvell said it would have
been impossible to have seen the surf-
board except from a slow moving air-
craft. It was recovered and returned
to the owner.

Inspector Now
WAUC HULA — Former Hardee

County Sheriff Odell Carlton has been
promoted to prison inspector and in-
vestigator for the Florida Division of
Corrections, Prior to the promotion he
was classification officer at the Avon
Park Correctional Institution.
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CORAL GABLES—LIFETIME MEMBER—
Warren Lehman, of Coral Gables, shows
his brother Charles Lehman, of Jack-
sonville (left), the plaque he received
when he was voted a lifetime honorary
membership in the Florida Sheriffs As-
sociation. It was awarded to him after
he donated a piece of Coral Gables
property to the Florida Sheriffs Boys
Ranch.

Beware of Phonies
MARIANNA —Jackson County Sher-

iff Barkley Gause warned the public
to beware of phony "government in-
spectors" and crooked magazine sales-
men.

Behind his warning was a case in
which a magazine salesman altered a
customer's check to increase it from
$3 to $23.

The Sheriff said people posing as
government inspectors sometimes re-
quire homeowners to rewire their
homes or fix their septic tanks when
actually they are representing private
firms.

He added they also pretend to
check electrical faults while an accom-
plice loots the dwelling.

SHERIFF'S FLAGSHIP
OKEECHOBEE —Sheriff
John Collier's newest
mobile unit is this fully-
equipped water safety
patrol boat which will be
used to keep the water-
w a y s o f Okeechobee
County under surveil-
lance. In the boat is
Deputy Sheriff Jimmie
Belk, who is in charge
of water patrol activi-
ties. (Photo by David
Alford, Okeechobee. )

Civil Service Plan
Installed .by
Brevard Sheriff

TITUS VILLE — Brevard County
Sheriff Leigh S. Wilson placed his de-
partment under a new civil service sys-
tem on September 1.

He authored the plan and had it put
on the law books by the 1965 Legisla-
ture. It stipulates that employees can
be fired only "for cause" such as drink-
ing on duty, insubordination or any act
which would bring disgrace to the de-
partment.

Three top positions —namely the
Chief Deputy, Chief Criminal Deputy
and Chief Civil Deputy —are "unclassi-
fied"; and the holders of these positions
can be reduced to their "permanent
rank" by the Sheriff without going
through the usual civil service hearing
procedures.

An employee must resign to run for
political office,

The system is administered by a
three-member board consisting of
County Commission Chairman Lee
Wenner; Sidney Martin, appointed by
Sheriff Wilson; and Attorney Harvey
Poe, elected by the Sheriff's Depart-
ment staff.

Uninvited Snests
BRISTOL —Liberty County Sheriff

L. C. Rankin finally caught the "unin-
vited guests" who broke into 15 un-
occupied homes during an eight-month
penod.

Three teen-age boys were arrested
by the Sheriff and charged with loot-
ing and vandalism. The boys not only
took personal property (a considerable
amount of which has been recovered)
but also caused destruction in the
homes which amounted to hundreds
of dollars.

THE SHERIFF'S STAR



Mrs. Holton was appointed by Governor Haydon
Burns after her husband, the late Sheriff Lloyd
Holton, died in office. She worked closely with
her husband during the 15 years he was De-
Soto County's chief law enforcement officer and
she knows what it takes to be a top-notch
Sheriff.

The Sheriff is
A "Cover Girl"

A full color picture of Florida's only current woman Sheriff was
featured on the cover of "Florida Accent, " Sunday Magazine
Supplement of The Tampa Tribune; and the following article by
Jack McClintock appeared on the inside pages. The Tampa
Tribune photos on this page are by Anthony Lopez.

Arcadia —Mrs. Inez Holton has lived in the De-
Soto County Jail for 15 years now, but it hasn't hurt
her reputation a bit.

In fact, it helped.
She was appointed sheriff after the death of

former Sheriff Lloyd Holton, her husband. "I guess
you could say we were raised in jail, " laughs Mrs.
Holton's eldest daughter, Betty Sue.

Betty Sue's own daughter, Lisa Sue, is five years
old and her existence makes Mrs. Holton a grand-
mother.

A grandmother sheriff? Even a woman sheriff?
You'd expect someone stocky, tough-faced, thin-
lipped in broken-down brogans and a man's watch.

But Mrs. Holton looks like. . . a grandmother.
At 52, she's a young grandmother, too.

She's a smallish woman with a pleasant, pretty
face, graying hair and a friendly deep-south voice.
Photographs seldom do her justice.

The governor appointed Mrs. Holton to fil! the
job vacated when her husband died in early June.
Lloyd Holton was sheriff for 15 years, a lawman
respected all over the state for 80.

"I had always worked with Lloyd for the 15
years he was sheriff, "she says.

"I was jail matron, I answered the telephone,
bought the groceries for the prisoners and us, and

supervised the cooking, operated the radio switch-
board and. . . everything, I guess. "

She had the job before she really knew what
had happened.

What had happened was, 1,500 telegrams were
sent to the governor's office to let him know she
should have the job. And letters, and plenty of
phone calls. They told of her experience as Lloyd' s
partner, and of her popularity in DeSoto County.
She has that kind of reputation.

"And I can use something to do —I need to be
busy now, " she says, and the shadow of grief passes
swiftly across her face. Then she smiles again.

Now she has plenty to do. The four telephones
Lloyd had at his bedside are still there, only now his
widow answers them.

She has three full-time deputies, two special
deputies, two part-time Negro deputies and three
jailers.

The deputies take care of the rough stuff, the
dangerous pickups. But there aren't many of those
in a county of 18,400.

"It's mostly ordinary things like drunks and
fighting, " she says. "There aren't many serious
crimes. It's a quiet little county. "

DeSoto has been even quieter than usual since
Mrs. Holton took over; some say it's quiet out of
respect for her bereavement.

She says that more than once she's answered a
knock on the screen door to find a drunk tottering
on the porch: "I'm loaded, Mrs. Holton; I need to
be locked up. "

It doesn't seem to bother anybody that the per-
son responsible for law and order is a woman.

(Continued on Page 11)
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Operation of the County Jail is a familiar phase
of the Sheriff's job for Mrs. Holton, since she
was formerly the jai! matron. She is pictured
going over the jail roster with one of her
deputies.



Dog Catcher's Job Still Open in Franklin County
APALACHICOLA —When Franklin

County Sheriff Herbert Marshall re-
ceived a letter from Bruford A. Flow-
ers, president of Eastpoint Citizens As-
sociation, asking him to do something
about the stray dog problem, it looked
like the answer to his dilemma.

He had been wanting to do some-
thing about stray dogs for some time,
so he sat right down and wrote this
reply:
"Dear Mr. Flowers:

"I appreciate very much your letter
concerning stray dogs. I have been

RANCH BUILDER
FORT MYERS —Lee
County Sheriff Flanders
Thorn pso n (right)
thanks Frank Cabo, of
N orth Fort Myers, for
his large cash donation
to the Florida Sheriffs
Boys Ranch. The Sheriff
also presented him with
a certificate identifying
him as a member of the
Boys Ranch Builders'
Club.

trying to get something done about
them ever since I have been in office
and I know what a problem it is.

"As you know, this office is still on a
fee basis and there is no money to
hire anyone to catch the dogs and im-
pound them. It will have to be on a
fee basis also until other arrangements
can be made. A reasonable fee will
have to be charged for each dog
caught and the county commissioners
will have to pay for each dog de-
stroyed.

"I sincerely appreciate your interest
and cooperation. Therefore, I am this
date appointing you a special deputy
for the purpose of ridding Eastpoint
of all stray dogs. Please stop by this
office at your earliest convenience and
pick up your credentials. "

The Sheriff waited hopefully, but
back came a reply: "Sorry, I can't ac-
cept the appointment.

"
So, the job is still open.
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Posse members also are in the process of building
their own air compressor, a project which will give them
even greater underwater fiexibility.

In addition to Timmons, other Posse members in-
clude Sam Taylor, Gil Chalker, Wilson Enfinger, Joe
Foster, Mark Hebb, David Henwood, Steve Henwood,
Ronnie Keel, Roger Mason and Steve Simmons. Several
prospective members are undergoing training.

The Posse's record of achievement to date includes:
recovery of the bodies of eight drowning victims in
Jackson, Calhoun and Gadsden counties.

It has brought up from the bottom a murder weapon,
a stolen safe, knives, a stolen wallet and various other
items.

Services rendered have even extended to the federal
government. The Posse has recovered a stolen postal

money order machine for the Post Offic Department
and the FBI.

Lost items recovered for private citizens include a
boat, two outboard motors, several rods and reels, other
assorted fishing equipment and a much-treasured class
ring. Value of the recovered private property is placed
at several hundreds of dollars.

Besides the important services rendered to the Sher-

iffss

Department, Posse members undertook cleaning the
bottom of Blue Springs, a popular local swimming spot
leased by the Jackson County Chamber of Commerce.

They expended 525 man hours, 65 of them under-
water, to accomplish the community project. They spent
another 10 hours repairing the pier and cable at the lake.
This project was a real community service to every
swimming enthusiast in the county —hundreds of them.

Only Five Counties Left on Fee System
MAYO —A circuit court decree has

placed the Lafayette County Sheriff's
Department under the budget-salary
system of operation, leaving only five
small counties still under the antiquated
fee system.

This was one more victory in the
Florida Sheriffs Association's long bat-
tle to abolish completely the out-dated
fee system with its traditional evils.

A so-called "friendly suit" filed by
Sheriff Marvin Witt asked the court to
rule on whether he should be operating
his office under a general Florida law

10

which established the modern budget-
salary system for Sheriffs, or under
"population acts" which would keep
him on the old fee system.

Circuit Judge Samuel S. Smith ruled
that the population acts were unconsti-
tutional because they were passed as
acts applying only to Lafayette Coun-
ty; and he decreed that the Sheriff
should operate under the budget-salary
system.

This leaves Franklin, Gadsden, Ham-
ilton, Jefferson and Sumter Counties
still under the fee system.

However, Florida Sheriffs Associa-
tion Attorney John A. Madigan, Jr.,
said their fee system status is also
based upon population acts which
would presumably be thrown out as
unconstitutional if challenged.

This would bring them also under
the budget-salary system which puts
sheriff's departments on a businesslike
basis and eliminates the "arrests-for-
profit" approach to law enforcement
that was characteristic of the fee sys-
tem.
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Washington County Sheriff Bryant Thurman
(right) discusses the "moonshine situation"
with Chief Deputy Leonard Finch. Through their
efforts the local supply of "shine" has dwindled
and the price has gone up.

Thurman's at War
By Mike Darley

CHIPLEY —Sheriff Bryant L. Thurman has waged
a relentless, continuing war on vice and illicit whiskey
operations since taking over as chief law enforcement
officer in Washington County on Jan. 5.

Since then, the Washington County Sheriff's De-
partment has closed 13 "juke joints,

"
destroyed eight

moonshine stills and averaged making about 15 whiskey
cases per month.

Most of the "honkytonks" were closed for violation
of state and county beverage laws.

Sheriff Thurman was elected to office last year on
a campaign pledge to "rid Washington County of vice
and a widespread illegal whiskey business. " Records
show that he has kept his promise.

If any more proof is needed, the current price of
"shine" speaks for itself. "White lightning" has gone
from 75 cents to $1.50 per pint since Thurman took
office, and he has made it a hard product to find at any
price.

"We promised to stop the illegal whiskey business in
Washington County and that's just what we intend to do
insofar as humanly possible,

" declared the outspoken
48-year-old Thurman.

"We're running a 'clean house' here in Washington
County and it's going to stay that way,

" he added. "The
days of big time moonshining and bootlegging are over.
The same goes for tavern owners who operate outside
the law, although we' re all for people who run clean
places of business. "

Thurman is a political novice who was successful in
his first bid for public office. Born at Slocomb, Ala. ,

Thurman was reared in Washington County and has
lived there ever since. He was a building superintendent
for major construction firms before starting his own road
and bridge building business in 1958.

He still owns the construction firm, but is too oc-
cupied with the job of running the sheriff's department
to take an active hand in management of the company.

One of Thurman's first acts was to employ Leonard
Finch, a well-known Northwest Florida law enforcement
officer, as his chief deputy. Fine'h, 40, has been in law
enforcement work most of his life. A native of Washing-
ton County, he was a Bay County sheriff's deputy for
many years before accepting his present position.

Thurman has surrounded himself with other com-

petent, experienced officers. He believes in progress and
his department is operated in a modern, efficient manner.

Administrative experience gained in the hard world
of business has made Sheriff Thurman a highly skilled
administrator; and his overall policies have attracted fa-
vorable attention throughout the Panhandle.

Sheriff Thurman, in a sense, still is in the building
business —building a cleaner and better Washington
County.

The Sheriff is a "Cover Girl" con&i~.e«mm»ge9

"I never thought much about it," said a gas sta-
tion manager. "I guess it is kinda funny to have a
woman sheriff. Mrs. Holton is a fine woman. "

And the deputies don't see anything odd about
working for a lady sheriff: "Why, with the loyalty
she has among the people here. . . " one said.
"Everybody says they' re proud for her and she' ll
be the best sheriff the state ever had. "

She says she's going to run the department as
much like her husband did as she can.

"Everything was done through Lloyd, " she says.
"The people wouldn't want to talk to a deputy when
something happened; they'd want to go to Lloyd.

"He knew everything about what went on in the
county. One time a refrigerator was stolen and
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Lloyd thought about it all day, trying to solve it,
and that night he dreamed this old boy out in the
country had it and he got up and went out there
and there it was setting on his porch. "

Mrs. Holton doesn't think there is anything par-
ticularly supernatural about that —it's just a re-
sult of knowing your territory and everybody in it.

"I'm not going to be sheriff in name only, " she
asserts. "While I'm sheriff it's going to be my de-
partment. I'm going to know everything that goes
on."

One thing she doesn't know quite yet is whether
she' ll run for the post when election time comes.

"It's too far in the future to think about, " she
says. "There's too much else to do right now. "



Joseph Capers
Colored male, date and
place of birth 5-31-33,
Lee County, S.C. 5 feet,
9 inches tall, weighs 147
pounds, black hair,
brown eyes, mustache,
scar on right hand.
Wanted for Escape from

Leo Dean Welsh
White male, date of
birth 11-4-28, or year
1930, 1931, 1932, uses
different year dates,
born Kansas City, Mo. ,
5 feet, 8 inches tall,
weighs 145 pounds,
brown hair and eyes, nu-
merous tattoos on body,
some identified as cross
with streamer and fiower
on left arm. Salesman,
laborer, delivery man.
May be armed, should

12

Lee County jail 9-17-65
where he was serving
one year term for forg-
ery. If apprehended noti-
fy Sheriff Thompson,
Fort Myers, Fla. , or the
Florida Sheriffs Bureau,
Tallahassee, Florida.

be considered dangerous.
FBI +362 348A. Want-
ed by FBI for UFAC,
Larceny of automobile,
and Interstate Transpor-
tation of Stolen Property.
He is also an escapee
from SP Raiford, since
5-20-64. If apprehended
notify nearest FBI agent,
the Division of Correc-
tions, Tallahassee, Flor-
ida, or the Florida Sher-
iffs Bureau, Tallahassee,
Florida.

22 2

Hoyt Bud Cobb
WhIte male, date of
birth 5-27-31, 5 feet, 10
inches tall, weighs 150-
170 pounds, brown re-
ceding hair, Laborer,
heavy equipment oper-
ator, welder; wears sport
clothes, neat appearance;
rlrinks Schlitz beer. Has
Florida DL QE183178
issued to Howard Leroy
Bailey of Miami. Last
known to be driving car
of murder victim, a 1962
Buick 2-door special,
fawn color, ID QA1155-
6389, 1965 Florida Li-
cense 3-11180. May have
repainted car. Warrant
issued, charge Murder.
All stations requested to
be on lookout for above
described car. Any in-
formation contact Sheriff
Beard, Tampa, Fla. , or
the Florida Sheriffs Bu-
reau, Tallahassee, Flor-
ida.

John Raymond
Keating

With aliases,
"Jonie", Keath Keating,
John Keat, John R. Keat-
ing, white male, date of
birth 12-7-34, 5 feet 7'
inches tall, weighs 151
pounds, blond hair. Does

John H. Ricardo
White male, date and
place of birth 11-29-35,
Ocean City, N.J., 5 feet,
10 inches tall, weighs
152 pounds, medium
brown hair, blue eyes,
vaccination scar upper
left arm, scar left side
top head, right leg am-
putated below knee. Oc-
cupation: Salesman. FBI
f579 834C. F PC: 25
L/M 25/10 W/U III/

painting, general labor
work, dishwasher. War-
rant issued, charge
Grand Larceny. If ap-
prehended notify Police
Dept. , Jacksonville, Fla. ,
or the Florida Sheriffs
B u r e a u, Tallahassee,
Florida.

OOI 17. Wanted for
escape from Avon Park
Correctional Institute 8-
23-65 where he was
serving a 3-year term
from Dade County on
charges B & E. $25.00
reward. If apprehended
notify Division of Cor-
rections Tallahassee, Fla. ,
or the Florida Sheriffs
B u r e a u, Tallahassee,
Florida.
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Thomas Neil Meeker
White male, date and

place of birth 12-25-47,
Bowling Green, Ohio,
weighs 178 pounds blond
hair (dyed 'black), blue
eyes. FBI f219 717E.
Last seen in Fort Laud-
erdale accompanied by a
white male in a blue
1960 Ford bearing Mis-

sissippi tags. Wanted on
charge Grand Larceny.
If apprehended notify
Sheriff Lundy, Moore
Haven, Florida. , or the
Florida Sheriffs Bureau,
Tallahassee, Florida.

Norman Frank
Coleman

Alias Charles R. Skoch,
white male, date of
birth 4-21-38, approxi-
mately 5 feet, 7 inches

tall, weighs 140 pounds,
dark hair-crew cut. Last
seen driving 1965 Buick
Riviera with 1965 Flor-
ida tag 3W- rest un-

known. Warrant issued,
charge Grand Larceny,
also wanted as escapee
from RP +26, Live Oak,
Fla. , February 1964. If
apprehended notify Sher-
iff Holton, Arcadia, Fla. ,
the Division of Correc-
tions, Tallahassee, Fla. ,
or the Florida Sheriffs
B u r e a u, Tallahassee,
Florida.
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Suzanne M. Swallows
White female, birth date
2-2-42, 5 feet, 3 inches
tall, weighs 90 pounds,
slender build. Has Flor-
ida Driver's License
+306664. Five warrants
on file, charge Worthless
Checks, bonds totaling
$5,000.00. If appre-
hended notify Police
Dept. , St. Petersburg,
Fla., or the Florida
Sheriffs Bureau Talla-
hassee, Florida.

Alford Roberts
White male, date of
birth 11-28-29, 5 feet,
11 inches tall, weighs
175 pounds, black hair,
hazel eyes, tattoos both

Willie Evans Newell
Colored male, date of
birth 6-20-33, 5 feet, 9
inches tall, weighs 175
pounds, medium brown
complexion: SS +405-
40-7388. Warrant issued,

Jiacoma Mat tera
Latin male, middle 20's,
5 feet, 8 i n che s tall,
weighs 150 pounds,
black hair, brown eyes.
May be in company of
white female, blond hair;
also has with him a
German Police dog, con-
sidered vicious. Warrant
issued, charge Worthless
Check. If apprehended
notify Sheriff Kellenberg-
er, West Palm Beach,
Fla. , or the Florida Sher-
iffs Bureau, Tallahassee,
Florida.

arms. Wanted on charges
B and E. If apprehended
notify Sheriff Thompson,
Fort Myers, Fla. , or the
Florida Sheriff's Bureau,
Tallahassee, Florida.

charge Forgery. If ap-
prehended notify Police
Dept. , Gainesville, Fla. ,
or the Florida Sheriffs
B u r e a u, Tallahassee,
Florida.

C. D. Donald
Alias Crowmian Dallas
Donald, colored male,
date of birth 7-26-29, 5
fee't, 10 inches tall, black
hair and eyes. FBI 8546
693B. FiPC: 11 S/S 1/1
U/T t/t 6. Construction
worker - masonry. Three
warrants on file Brevard
County, charge Worth-
less Checks and report-
edly wanted in Orange
County. If apprehended
notify Sheriff Wilson,
Titusville, Fla. , or the
Florida Sheriffs Bureau,
Tiallahassee, Florida.

Charles Willard Price
White male, date of
birth 2-21-43, 5 feet, 6
inches tall, weighs 128
pounds, small build, dark
brown hair, brown eyes,
bad teeth. Carpenter by
trade. Home Pensacola,
Fla. Escaped from Doc-
tors Inlet RP /23 9-21-
65. Last seen in Green
Cove Springs in stolen
white 1965 Dodge, Flor-
ida License 2-71720.
Was serving life term for
murder. If apprehended
notify Sheriff Murrhee,
Green Cove Springs or
the Florida Sheriffs Bu-
reau, Tallahassee, Flor-
Ida.

William Eugene
Kendal

Alias David Gene
Woods, L a r r y Wayne
Hitt, white male, age 23,
5 feet, 8 inches tall
weighs 145 pounds, blue
eyes, ruddy to fair com-
p 1 e x i o n. F B I +556-
437D. FPC: 21 M/I
15/27 R/W OIO/OMO
16. Wanted on charges
Check Forgery, Auto
Theft, Jail Break, Bond
Jumping. Also wanted
by FBI. Warrants on file.
If apprehended notify
Sheriffs Office, Jackson,
Miss. , nearest FBI Agent
or the Florida Sheriffs
B u r e a u, Tallahassee,
Florida.



. . . Plenty
of

TOP TO BOTTOM

Sheriff P. A. Edmonson (left) with Deputy Sheriff
Wilfred E. Hunter, former Bunnell Police Chief. Be-
hind them is the Flagler County Jail with its new wing
for juveniles.

Mrs. Wanelle Hunter is Sheriff Edmonson's new radio
dispatcher.

The Sheriff and Deputy Hunter in one of the modern
juvenile cells in the new jail wing.

BUNNELL —P. A. Edmonson's nickname is
"Zip" and it also describes his approach to law
enforcement. Although he has been Sheriff of
Flagler County for less than a year, there's a
distinct air of vim and vigor around his depart-
ment and many signs of improvement. A new
$12,000 four-cell wing at the county jail allows
him to segregate juveniles from adult prisoners
for the first time. He has hired a new radio dis-
patcher so his short-wave radio system can re-
main on the air 24 hours a day. He has hired
former Bunnell Police Chief Wilfred E. Hunter
as an additional full-time deputy; and he has
increased his fieet of patrol cars from three to
four. It's amazing that he has accomplished so
much in such a short time on a small budget,
but the answer is simple —plenty of "zip."




